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CHAP. IX. 


Dr. Pococke returns from the Catara& down to 
Grand Cairo, An Account of the Rife of the 
Nile; of the Fifh in that River, and a De- 
Scription of the Crocodile. | 


E left Afouan on the 27th of January, 
but a cold and contrary wind obliged 
us to lie by about a league below the town. 
There is fuch a f{earcity of fuel in thefe parts, 
that the natives are obliged to burn either the 
reeds of Indian wheat, or cow-dung dried ; the 


 Tatter is the fuel generally ufed by the poor 


throughout Egypt. On the 8thof February we 
arrived at Kept, where I ftaid two days to view 
the antiquities. One of the Mahometans, to 


whom 'T[ had a letter to deliver, came to me 
the laft day, and took me to fee fome things I 
had not yet obferved. On our return, he con- 
ducted me to the boat, and having earneftly 

entreated 


2 Dr. Pococxr’s TRAVELS 


entreated me not to depart till I had heard far-* 
ther from him, fome time after very kindly fent 
me a prefent of a kid, and two bafkets of bread. 
On the 11th we arrived at the port of Bad- 
jeuray and went to the-convent of. Furfhant, 
after which I waited on thé great Sheik, whom 
I found fitting with a Mahomeran Prieft, and 
eating beans boiled in the fhells. I delivered 
him my letter from the Sheik of Ezfox, and he 
afked me,-fmiling,- whether the. people attempt-. 
ed to detain us, and if they tore my bod; 
adding, ‘‘ they thought you were in fearch of 

‘* treafures.””. ee . 
On the 12th we arrived at Girge, and went 
to the convent. The‘Bey was encamped to 
the fouth of the city ; but when I went to the 
camp, he was at his harem in town with his 
ladies; but he ioon came on horfeback, attend- 
ed by about eight flaves; and on his arrival, 
the mufic played in the camp for about a quar- 
ter ofan hour I went.to his magnificent tent, 
and found him fitting on a fopha in the cor- 
ner, onthe right hand as ofie enters. -He was 
a perfon of.a fine countenance with a graceful 
{mile ; but when he, pleafed he could affume a 
ftern and majeftic look, and I thought his man- 
ner more nearly refembled that of our great 
men in Ezrope, than any I had feen in this part 
of the world. I delivered him a letter from 
O/fman Bey, and my fervant. placed my prefent 
before him, confifting of a dozen boxes of 
French prunellas, and a fine covered glafs vafe 
for fherbet. He gave me a very civil reception, 
defired me to fit, and ordered coffee. On my 
requefling 
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through EGYPT. oe 
quefting the favour of fome letters to the go- 


rnors under him, he enquired where we had > 
sen, and dmiling, afked, if I had found any 


safures.. I then went to the Secretary’s tent, 
here the letters being written, I returned 
ith them. to the Bey, and he put his feal to 
em. 

We then proceeded to £/-Beréi, where, as 
have already faid, was a temple, and this 
lace I fuppofe to have been the ancient 4éy- 
s. On my returning to the boat, in order 
> depart, I was informed they had taken away 
e oars, demanding a duty of about fifteen 
illings; but on my fending to the Governor, 
found they had afked for three times as much 

their due. On the 14th we arrived at J4é- 
im, where I went to the convent, .and after- 
ards waited on the Prince, who gave me fome 
stters I wanted on the way to Caro; and on 
e 17th landed at Raigny, where the religious 


de of the river to receive us. 1 carried. the 
rince of Akmim’s letter to the Sheik of the vil- 
age, who entertained us with a grand colla- 
jon, and went with us to the grotto of the fer- 
ent. Weafcended between the rocky moun- 
ains for about half a mile, and coming to a 


puilding lixe a Sheik’s burial-place, in which 


srpent is faid to come *. 


* Sce a particular aceount of this ferpent in Chap. vi. 


On 


heik of the famous ferpent Heredy was at the- 


mlace where the valley opens wider, faw a. 


sa large cleft in the ro¢k, out of which the. 
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On the 2zoth we came to Meloaz, where-[ 
waited on the Sardar, with a prefent of Exglip 
cutlery ware, atid fome other things. He gave 
me a very obliging reception, and faid he would 
either go with me himfelf to fee the temple of 
Archetnoukaik, to have half the treafures I found; 
or he would fend his Secretary. The next 
day I went to the town, when the cavalcade 
of the Sardar going towards Archemounain, with 
the Caia, attended by a great number of people, 
with kettle-drums and other mufic, I followed, 
riding on a very indifferent afs. Having viewed 
the temple in company with the Secretary, I 
yeturned to the Caia, who was feated on an emi- 
nence on a carpet and cufhions, with the ftan- 
dard by him, that is carried before him when he 
goes out ‘in this manner. 1 fat down by his 

de, and coffee was brought. After this re- 
frefhment, I returned to the boat. 

On the 24th we proceeded forwards, and the 
next day approached two villages, Sheik Fad- 
dle on the eaft, and Benim/far on the weft. Thefe 
villages had a difpute about an ifland fituated 
between them, and applying to a great Bey 
to decide the difference, he not being willing 
to difoblige either of them, bid them fight it 
out. This happening to be the day of bat- 
tle, we heard the firing of guns, and after that 
a noife and fhouting, as ifforavictory. Soon 
we perceived people throwing themfelves into 
the water from many parts of the ifland, and 
{wimming to the eaft, while others followed; 
firing at them or pelting them with ftohes. We 
plainly faw that we were now in the midft of 

; a battle, 
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ere [fmm battle, and that it was too late to retire; we 
nglipqmmerefore prepared.our arms to defend ourfelves, 
> save cafe we fhould be attacked. Obferving that 
wouldimne chief fire was from the eaftern fide, the 
ple of Mpattle being on the welt, where they were en- 
ound; mmaged, we were determined to go on the eaft, 


nder the cover of their fire. Great numbers 
e obferved fwimming over to the eaft with 
eir clothes and pikes in their hands; and one 
f them laying hold on our boat, to reft him- 
lf, we were afraid the people on the weft fide 


next 
ilcade 
, with 
-ople, 
owed, 


iewed Mould fire on ys, for protecting their enemies ; 
y, Ime the weftern people had gained the victory, 
-emi- Mgnd moft of them having retired from the ifland, 
 ftan- {played their ftandard gn the other fide. The 
en he Myomen on the eaft now came to the bank of 
xy his Mme river to look for their hufbands, clapping 
is res @gpcir hands, and beating their breaits. Mean 


hile the village of Sheik Faddle on the eaft, 


d the M™panned a boat, put it out, into the river, and 
Fad- @rng at the other fide, the fire was returned. 
Chefe Me were in great danger in pafling by this 


oat. But we were no fooner below the vil- 


uated . we 1o.4 : . 
ge, than we judged we were fafe; however, 


t Bey 


illing bing out to fee what pafled, I perceived a 
rht it Mell, which was doubtlefs fired at us, fall into 
bat. Meee water, only three or four yards from the 
that Meat. Thus J faw this engagement, which per- 
Soon MgePs was not much inferior to fome of the little 
into Metttles of the Greeks, defcribed by Thucidydes 
and @th fych pomp and elegance. — GACe 
wed; fe On the 26th I went afhore at Bene/uief, and 
We Metrwards paffed by Bouche, which I fuppofe 


be Prolemais. ‘To this place people ulually 
come 
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come in order to go to the monatfteries of § 
Anthony and St. Paul, in the defarts near the R 
Sea; the former being the founder of the m 
naftic, and the latter of the hermits life. The 
_ were cotemporaries, and fome fay lived in.-th 
time of the Emperor P4ilip, and others in th: 
of Decius. ‘The convent of St. Anthony is 
large enclofure, the entrance of which is by 
window, as at.mount Sinai; there are a gre 
number of palm, olive and other \trees withit 
the enclofure, and the monks have every thin 
within themfelves, and particularly a tower fc 
a ftorehoufe defended by a bridge, as a fecuri 
in cafe the Arabs fhould break in upon then 
The convent has alfo three f{prings of wate 

that run into it, but the water is a little falti 
In the convent of St.Paul there are 25 monk 
in all, who are not permitted either to {mok 
or eat meat in that building; but the monks d 
not think they break their rule, if they do | 
without the convent, which is what they com 
monly practife. - Their ufual diet. is olives 
cheefe brought from Faiume, and falt fifth, witl 
which they are fupplied from the Red-Sea; b 
they are faid to eat only once a day, except ¢ 
Saturdays and Sundays. Itis probable that in thel 

convents are the only bells ufed in all Ee ype. 
On my leaving Bouche, we ftill proceedet 
down the river, and on the 27th of Fedbrua 
reached O/d Cairo; having fpent exactly thre 
months in going above the cataract, and dow 
again. : 
The river Nile, on which I {pent fo‘much tim 
in fearch of other curiofities, may itfelf be con 
2 fidert 
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‘the Rama fidered as one of the greateft curiofities in 
the mom Egypt. The north winds beginning to blow 
. Them about the latter end of May, drive the clouds 
d in-thg formed by the vapours of the Mediterranean 


; in tha fouthward as far as the mountains of Ethiopia, 
ony is @m Which ftopping their courfe, they condenfe, 
. is by gm and fallin violent rains. The fame wind alfo 


drives in the water from the fea, and keeps 
back that in the river in fuch a manfer as to 
raife the waters above. The Eyyptians, and 
efpecially the Cogtis, are fond of an opinion 
that the N:/e begins to rife every year on the 
fame day ; and indeed it generally begins on- 
the 18th or ygth of Zune. By accounts of its 


a gre 
; withil 
ry thin 
ower fc 
fecurit 
n them 
»f wate 


e faltifhigm rife for three years, I find it rofe the fix firf 
s monk@™days from two to five inches every day ; for 
o {mok@™™the twelve next days, from five to ten inches, 


nonks d 
ey do! 
ey com 
s olives 
fh, witl 


and thus continues rifing till towards the time 
it arrives at the height of fixteen pikes,’ or 
cubits, when the canal of Caro is cut: after 
this it continues rifing fix weeks longer; but 
then the rife is only from three to five inches 


Sea; buggga.day; for fpreading over the land, and en- 
xcept ommtering the canals, though more water may de- 
it in thef@™m™icend than before, yet its rife is not fo great ; 
Eoypt. (tor after that canal is opened, the others are 
roceede@mmaiio opened at fixed times, and thofe that wa- 
Februargmte: the lower grounds, the laft. Thefe canals 
tly threqmmare carried along the higheft parts of the coun- 


ry, that the water may from them be con- 
eyed to all the lower parts. It is remark- 
able that all other rivers, being fupplied from 
rivulets, the ground is loweft near the banks ; 
but as no water falls into the Nile in its paflage. 
Vou, XIII, B through » 
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through this country, and as it is neceflary 
that this river fhould overflow the land, it ap- 
pears that the country of Egypt is lower at a 
diftance from the Ni/e, than it is near it; and 
in moft parts it appears to have a gradual de- 
{cent from the Nile to the foot of the hills, that 
may be faid to begin at thofe fandy parts, a 
mile or two diftant from them, which ‘being 
gentle afcents, they are never overflowed. 
' The plentiful rifing of the Nile ts the bleffing 
of Egypt. When it begins to rife, the plague 
begins to flop; and the benefit of the inunda- 
tion is in proportion to the height to which the 
water rifes, Eighteen pikes or cubits is efteem. 
ed but an indifferent Nile, twenty is middling 
and twenty-two is a goad Nile, beyond which 
it feldom rifes. : 
{The authors who have given defcriptions 
of Egypt, contented with faying that the fer- 
tility of the country is folely derived from the 
annual inundation of the Ni/e, have, by their 
- filence, given accafion to think, that Egypt is 
a paradife on earth, where they have no need 
of plowing the ground, or fowing it, all being 
produced, as it were, fpontaneoufly after the 
draining of the waters: but they are greatly 
miftaken ; and I dare affert from what I have 
feen, that there is {carce a country where the 
Jand has greater need of culture than in Eg yp#.] 
- Where the land lies higher than the inunda- 
tion rifes, the people are forced by neceflity ta 
have various methods of raifing the water. At 
» Rofetta and Damiata, where the Nile is not 
much below the furface of the earth, this is done 


by 
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and fo {mall a mouth, that one would imaging 
it can only live by fucking the juice out of the 
weeds, or the ground. In Upper Egypt is a 
{mall fith: called gurgur, about a -foot long ; 
its head is armed with a ftrong: bone ;- the fin 
on the back, and thofe on each fide under the 
eills are likewife armed with bone; the inha- 
bitants believe that this fith kills the crocodile. 
It is probable what Pi:ny erroneoufly calls the 
dolphin, which, he fays, hasa fharp point on 
the back, with which getting under the croco- 
dile’s belly, it‘wounds him. ‘The hippopo- 
tamus, is faid to have been feen about Damiata; 
but it feems to be a native of Evrhiopia in the 
upper parts of the Ni/e, and feldom comes down 
into Egypt. 

It is. generally obferved, that the crocodile 
has no tongue ; but he has a flefhy . fubftance 
refembling one, fixed all along to the lower 
jaw, which may ferve to turn his meat, He has 
two long teeth at the end of his lower-jaw, 
an{wering to which are two holgg above to re- 
ceive them. -The upper jaw is only moveable. 
Thefe animals are very quick-fighted ; for on 
my making a circuit to come behind them, I 
always obferved they began to move:gently into 
the water, as {oon as I came-in fight of them : 
There being a kind of channel in the head 
behind each eye, by which the. view of objeéts 
are conveyed to them from. behind. They 
make a hole about two feet deep in the fand, 
above the water, in which they lay their eggs 
and cover them over, often going to the place, 


and taking care of their young, which, when 
hatched, 
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hatched, immediately run into the water. They 
Jay about fifty eggs, nearly of the fize of thofe 
of a goofe, which are twenty-five or thirty days 
in hatching. The people fearch for the eggs. 
with an iron pike, in order to deftroy them; but. 
I could get no account in Upper Egypt of the 


ichneumon’s deftroying them, or of his enter- 
ing by the mouth of the crocodile into his 
bowels, and killing him. When the crocodile 
s on land he is always feen on the low banks 
of fandy iflands near the water, with his head 
towards it, and if he is difturbed, he walks 
flowly in, and difappears by degrees. ‘The 
people fay they cannot take a man {wimming 
in the water; but if a man or beaft ftands by 
the river, they at once jump out of the water, 
and feize him with their fore-paws: but if the 


beat down their prey with their tails. The 
moft common way of killing them is, I believe, 
by fhooting them in their bellies, where their 
fkin is foft,<and not like their backs, armed 
with fcales, The natives fay, that they make 
fome animal cry at a diftance, and when a 
crocodile comes out, they thruft a fpear, to 
which a rope is tied, into his body ; then let- 
ting him retire into the water to fpend him- 
felf, they afterwards drag him out, run a pole 
into his mouth, and leaping upon his back, 
tie his jaws together. 
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diftance be too great, they make a fpring, and _ 
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CHAP. X.. 


Of the Climate, Vegetables, Beafts, Birds awd 
Reptiles of Egypt; with the Cuffoms aud 
Manners of the Inhabitants. 


xFGcr PT, extending on both the banks of 
the Nile, is but of’ a {mall breadth, though 
it is 560 miles in length; without reckoning 
the windings of the river. ‘The climate is very 
hot in furhmer, from the fandy foil, and its 
fituation between two ranges of mountains j 
and even in winter the fun fhines with great 
heat in the middle of the day, though the 
nights and mornings are very coid. The fharp- 
eft time is about the.beginning of Febrzary. 
Near the fea are fometimes great rains from 
November to March ; bat about Carré, they have 
feldom any rain but in December, January aad 
February, and thofe but {mall fhowers for a 
quarter or half an hour. In Upper Egypt they 
have fometimes a little rain ; but I was inform- 
ed that it had been known to rain bat twice 
very hard for about half an hour in eight years 3 
though it rained much towards Akmini when I 
was in thofe parts. ‘The weft and the north- 
weft winds are thofe that bring the rain.» The 
fouth-eaft wind is fometimes fo exceffive hot 
as to refemble the air of an oven ; and people 
are forced to retire from it into their vaults, 
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hére the beft defence againft it is to fhut thém- 


slves clofe up. This wind generally begins 
bout the middle of Mares, and continues till 
aye Thenorth, anciently called the Brefan 
ind, begins to blow in May, refrethes the air, 
ind renders the heats of fummer ftpportable; 
bringing with it health and happinefs. 


Egypt naturally produces few vegetables; the 


neat and inundations deftroying moft of the ten- 
Jer plants ; but where the Ni/e has overflowed; 
and the land is plowed and fown, it yields a 
preat increafe. Egypt, which was formerly the 
granary of the Roman Empire; ftill produces 
confiderable quantities of corn, as wheat, rice, 
barley, beans, and other kinds of pulfe; with 
which the neighbouring countries: are fup- 
plied; befides fugar-canes, of which fome 
fugar is made; and likewife figs, dates, melons, 
cucumbers, and other vegetables, which the 
people eat much in the hot wéather, as.a cool- 
ing food. Upper Egypt fupplies moft part of 
Europe with fenna, and in the fandy grounds 
coloquintida grows wild. Bat as Egypt has 
ho grafs, they fupply its place by fowing the 
Jand with clover, without plowing. 

Eeypt feems to have few or no trees that 
have not been tranfplanted from other coun- 
tries, Thofe in the gardens are doubtlefs ex- 
otics, as the caflia, oranges, lemons, apricots, 
pomegranates, a delicate fruit called the mofeh, 


and the cous or cream.-trees; the cotton-tree 


alfo flourifhes here. The following trees are 


moftcommon in Egypt: The fount, which bears 
a key or pod, ufed, inflead of bark, in tanning 
7 of 
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of leather ; the tamaritk ;. Pharoah’s fig, which: 
is the fycamore of the ancients; the palm or 
date-tree, and another fpecies of the palm, 
called the dome-tree, 


) ; \ ; 
There are no great variety of four-footed 


beafts in Egypt. ‘The cows are very larze and 


red, with thort horns; the natives make tie of 
their oxen to turn the wheels with which they 


draw water, and to plow theland. They have. 


alfo large buffaloes, which are fo impatient of 
heat, that they will ftand in the water, with. 
Only their nofes out to breathe’; and when they 
have not this convenience, will lie all day, like 
fwine, wallowing in mud and water. As to 
the beafts of burthen, it has been often obferved 
how furprizingly the camel is fitted for -tra- 
velling in hot countries, where they will go 
eight days withouz water. Of this I have been 
a witnefs. ‘hey can live on fuch little fhrubs as 
thefe delarts produce, without grafs, and are 


fatished with very little corn, which travellers 


commonly carry ground into meal, and. tem- 
pering it with water, cram them with large balls. 
‘They.travel about two miles, or two miles and 
a half in an hour, and [ have rode on them fix- 
teen hours without ftopping. A fmaller fort, 
called hayjin, pace and gallop very f{wiftly, and | 
it is faid they will carry a perfon a hundred 
milesin a day, The flefhy foot of the camel - 
is admirably: fitted for travelling on the hot 
fands, which would defiroy the hoof. The Arabs 
do not kill the camel for food ; tut the Turks 
eat the fiefh of the young ones as a moft deli- 
cale 
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Wte difh: but will not permit it to be eaten 
y Chriftians, probably that the breed may not 
be deftroyed. ae 
The horfes, efpecially thofe of Upper Egypt, 
re very fine, bur their necks are too fhort. 
hey walk well, never trot, and gallop with 
reat fpeed, turn fhort, ftop in a moment, and 
re extremely tractable: but are orly fit to 
alk in travelling, and cannot perform long 
ournies. In the heat of fummer, when there: 
is no grafs, they are fed with chopped ftraw. 
hen they go in proceffion, their trappings are: 
exceeding fine, and ornamented with’ filver, or 
filver gilt. In Cairo, all but the-great ride on 


affes; thefe are a fine large breed; and there 


are faid to be 49,000 of them in that city. 
Antelopes are common about Alexandria, and 
in other places; they: have longer horns, and 
are more ‘ beautiful than’ in other countries. 
The foxes and-hares are of a light colour; but 
the latter arenot-very common: thetyger, and 


the dubber, or hyzna,' are very rare: how-- 


ever, there are fome near A/exandria. 


Among the winged tribe, the oftrich deferves-’ 
It is called in Arabic Ter 


the preference. 
Gimel, or the camel bird ; becaufein its head, 
neck, and walk, it refembles acamel. This bird 
is common on the mountains fouth-wett of d/ex- 


andria: its fat is fold by the Arabs, and ufed 


as an ointment for all cold tumours, the palfy 
and the rheumatifm. 


s large domeftic hawk of a brown colour, with a 
very fine eye: thefe frequent the tops of houfes, 
and one may fee the pigeons and thele hawks: 

ftanding | 


1 ; : 


—— 


There is here a kind of - 
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ftanding clofe together; but though they ai 
not birds of prey, they eat Aeth where they find 
it: the natives never kill them, and as well as 
their anceflors, feem to have a veneration both 
for thefe birds and forcats. They havea large 
white bird, with black wings, fhaped like a 
raven, but very ugly, and not at all fay: they 
live much in the fame manner as the hawk, and 
are called Pharoah’s hens. The beautiful white 
bird called by the Europeans the field hen, re- 
fembles a ftork; but is not half fo big, and 
is feen about the fields like tame fowl. 

The Ter Chaous, or the Meffenger Bird, 
would be efteemed very beautiful, were it lefs 
common; it is near as big as a dove, it fs 
{peckled, and has on the top of his head a tak 
of feathers, which it fpreads when it alights on 
the ground; but it is a very foul feeder. On 
the iflands in the Nile I {aw great numbers of 
the Ibis, which is held: in great veneration by 
the ancient Egyptians, becaufe thefe binds, at 
is faid, deliver the country from multitudes of 
ferpents, that breed in the ground after the 
Nile retires. They refemble the crane, are of @ 
greyifh colour, with the wings and tail black. 
There is alfo a very beautiful bird of the crane 
kind, called the Belfery. In Eg ypt are likewife 
a great number of wild-geefe of feveral kinds, 
wild-ducks, quails, woodcocks, fnipes, and 
pigeons ; and among the birds of prey they 
have eagles and vultures. | 

Among the reptiles of Egypr, the vipers, 
which are much efteemed in phyfic, are yel- 
Jowith, of the colour of the fand in which they 
live, 


they : through EGYPT. re 
they find ve, and are of two fpecies; one with a kind 
: wen ri horns fomewhat refembling thofe of {nails, 
seas 3t of a horny fubftance. Here are feveral forts 
. yellow jizards. ‘The Worral is faid to be 
ge Fe€ied by mufic ; but having procured one 
y: they live, I have reafon to believe that this is not 
Wks and ¢: this animal, which is of the lizard kind, 
of WR four feet long, eight inches broad, and has 
oe eM forked tongue, which it puts out like a fer- 
&> and ent; butit has no teeth. It lives on flies and 

: zards, and is a harmlefs animal. It frequents 
: ied, he grottes and caverns in the mountains on 
. it dels he weit of the Ni/e, where it fleeps in the win- 
> SS er, and is only found during the hotteft feafons. 
“< -_ The natives of Egypt are now a very indolent 
ghts on people, who delight in fitting ftill and in hear- 
. On ig tales ; indeed they appear to have been al- 
be ts yays more fit for a quiet, than an aétive life ; 
fon by his may beina great meafure owing to the heat 
mt of the country, by which they are enervated. 
mes 26 They are alfo mifchievous and envious, which 


eeps them from uniting and fetting up for 
hemfelves. The Mahbometaz inhabitants are 
ither original natives, who live in the villages, 


di br of the Arab race. ‘The latter are divided inta 
chi % hofe who are alfo fettled in the villages, and 


are generally an honeft people, and thofe wha 


» ane ive under tents ; thefe lait arecalled Bedou; and 
i: chiefly fubfift on the cattle they graze, which 

are principally camels and goats, that feed on 
P me imall fhrubs. The Yurés, who are thus named 


10 diflinguifh them from the natives of the coun- 
ty, and the 4raés, are thofe fent by the Grand 
Signior, and the flaves. The governing pot Ay 
4 aC! 
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taken from among them and their defcendan 
Thefe are the moft covetous of money, a 
moft defirous of power: they diftinguifh the 
felves from the others by what is “firitly 


Many of the children in the country go 1 
ked all the year round, as almoft all of them¢ 
in fummer. ‘The moft fimple drefs in Egypt pr 
bably refembles the primitive manner of cloat 
ing, and has fomething like that of the ancie 
Egyptians, who were clad j in linen with a wod 
len garment over it. They wear a long hhi 
with wide ileeves, commonly tied about t 
middle. Over this the common people have 
brown woollen fhirt, and thofe of {uperior ran! 
a long cloth coat, and then a Jong blue fhirt: b 


in the drefs of ceremony they wear, inftead | 


a blue, a white fhirt, which in Upper Eg; 
they put on upon feilival days, and to pi 
great vifits ; in the lower parts they ufe a ga 
ment of the fame form of black woollen, whi 
is fometimes left open before, and perfons 
rank have them of cloth and furred. Mof 
them wear under all a pair of linen drawer: 
but do not put the fhirt into them, 

It is almolt a general cuftom of the nati 
Arabs and Mahometans to wear a white or brov 
blanket, and in fummer a blue and white ct 
ton fheet: this the C4rifians aifo conftant 
pfe in the country, wrapping it round th 
bodies, over the left fhoulder, and under t 
right arm,. which is left free. I pagticulai 
Obferved, that about Fasume, young peop 


_ and the poorer fort, wore no other covering 
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The moft fim E Turki/p drefsis linen drawers, 


over which the better fort wear a pair of others 
of red cloth down to the ancles, to which are 
ewed ftockings of yellow leather, that come 


no higher than the fmall of the leg, and on 


heir feet they have yellow flippers: the C4ri/- 
jans of the country, with the Janizaries, the 
Arabs and Egyptians wear flippers of red lea- 
her, while thofe of the Jews are blue. Within 
doors, the Turks and Chriffians in the city, out 
of frugality, wear a kind of wooden clogs, 
ome of which are made very fine. In thefe 
ountries people are very much diftinguifhed 
by the drefs. of their head and their feet ; they 
are fined if they do not follow the cuftom ; and 
one but foreign Chrifians are allowed to wear 
ellow flippers. ‘The other Zurkif> garments 
ure alinen or dimity fhirt without fleeves; a 
ort veft with fleeves, and over that a long 
rarment of the fame kind; and in fummer they 
wear the long garment, and drawers of the 
ineft white callico. A girdle or fafh goes round 
ll but the two outer garments, and in this they 
tick a knife in a fheath. The drefs for the 
head is either the turban, which is here a cap, 
vith a Jong piece of white muflin wrapped round 
t, or a red woollen cap that fits clofe to the 
lead, which is worn by the ordinary people 
mong the Arabs and Copris. Green is a colour 
yvorn by none but the relations of Mahomet. 
The drefs of the women is not much unlike 
hat of the men, only their drawers and mot 
f their other garments are of filk; all but 
neir outer drefs are fhorter than the mens, and 
Vou. XII, a * their. 
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their -fleeves hang down very low. They have 
a white woollen fkull-cap ; their heads are be. 
fides dreffed with an embroidered handkerchief, 
and their hair platted round it. They have a 
large black veil that comes over all, and fome- 
thing of gauze that covers the face; for as itis 
efteemed a great indecency to fhew the whole 
face, they generally cover the mouth and one 
eye, if not the whole. ‘The ordinary women 
wear a large blue linnen or cotton garment, likt 
a furplice ; and before their faces hang a kind 
of bib, joined to their head-drefs, by a tape 
over the nofe; the fpace between being only 
for the eyes: this gives them a very odd ap. 
pearance. The women among the vulgar, 
efpecially the blacks, alfo wear rings in thei 
nofes, ornamented with glafs beads; they have 
large ear-rings, three inches in diameter, tha 
come round the ear, and are adorned with 
ftones. They alfo wear ftone rings on thet 
fingers ; thofe of the ordinary people are 0 
Jead ; but the better fort have them of gold 
Their bracelets are commonly of wire; bu 
fome are of gold finely jointed: but there ar 
fome of plain iron or brafs. ‘The vulgar wo 
men paint their lips, and the tip of their chi 
with blue; and thofe of fuperior rank pain 
their nails and feet yellow, and their eye-lid 
black. 

The Eg yptiaus are but an il)-looking people 
many of them are fair when young ; but 
fun afterwards renders them {warthy. They ar 
very dirty and flovenly, efpecially the Cosi 
and as table linen is feldom or never ufed b 
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dndria, and the other parts of Egypt, except a 
few merchants in the principal towns. ‘There 
are but very few Armenians at. Cairo, though 
they have a charch in that city. 

The Chriftian teligion would be ftill at a 
lower ebb, did not the people find it conveni- 
ent to have Copti ftewards to their eftates, who 
are well acquainted with all affairs, and are 
very expert at keeping accounts, which they 
do in a fort of Coptic characters, underftood by 
nobody elfe. Thefe are the protectors of the 
Chriftians in every village. ‘The Coptis, how- 
ever, feem to be the moft irreverent and care- 
lefs in their devotions of all the Eafterns. They 
{pend the night before Sundays and Feftivals in 
their churches, and pafs their Holidays in 
fauntrine about; fitting under their walls in 
winter, and under fhady treés in fummer. 
They feem to think that all religion confifts in 
repeating their long fervices, and in ftrictly ob- 
ferving their numerous fafts. Both the prietts 
and people are extremely ignorant : the former: 
perform the fervice in the. Coptic language by 
rote, of ‘which they generally underftand very) 
little; but they have’ booxs of their liturgy, 
with the Arabic interpretation. The Ccptis 
are -faid to faft feven months inthe year. The 
children are efpoufed at feven or eight years of 
age, and confummate at eleven or twelve, 
and fome time before that they are circum- 
cifed. ‘They eafily procure divorces on account 
of adultery, long ficknefs, or difagreement ; 
and at the parties defire, the Patriarch, or a 
Bifhop, gives them leave to marry again ; ~~ 
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this is refufed, they go to the Cadi, who will 
o it readily, and this 1s practifed by the 
hriftians all over Turkey. The holy ow is con- 
crated only once in thirty.years by the Patri- 
ch, when a whole day is fpentin performing 
he ceremony. At baptifm they plunge the 
ild three times into the water, and the Prieft - 
en gives it the facrament, that is the wine, 
y dipping the end of his finger in it and put- 
ngit tothe child’s mouth. Butifthe child 
appens to be fick before itis baptized, it is 
rought to the church; (for they cannot bap-. 
ze out of it) the infant is laid on a-cloth 
ear the font, and the prieft dipping his hards 
the water, rubs it all over. If the child is 
00 ill to be brought to church, they then only 
noint it, which they fay is good’ baptifm. 
hey give abfolution at extreme unétion, and 
Ifo anoint all the people prefent, that the 
il fpirit may not enter into them: but their 
onfeffions are only general. ‘They ufe the. 
turgies of St. Bafil, St. Gregory, and St. Cy- 
il; but the firft being the fhorteft, is ofteneft 
ead. They adminifter the facrament in both 
inds on Suzdays, Wednefdays, Fridays, on all 
heir numerous holidays, and every day in Lent. 
hey abftain from blood and things ftrangled ; 
ray for the dead, and proftrate themfelves 
efore pictures; but have no images except a. 
rucifix. | 
The Coptis bear an implacable hatred.to the, 
reeks, and have generally as little regard for 
he Europeans, which in a. great meafure pro- 
ceeds from the endeavours of thofe of the, Re-- 
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mifb church to make converts of them; th 
rarely diftinguifh between thofe of differen 
religions, but include all under the name ¢ 
Franks. 

As the Feavs were in times of Pagani/m afrai 
of drinking wine offered to idols, they ftill ha 
here all they drink made up by their own pec 
ple, fealed up, and fent to them; this cuitor 
they obferve throughout all the Eaft. The 
have 36 fynagogues in Caro, and one in Ok 
Cairo. ‘There ts a particular fect among then 
who live by themfelves, and have a feparat 
fynagogue. ‘Thefe are the ancient E/enes, an 
have now the name of Charaims ; they are di 
tinguifhed by the regard they pay to the fiv 
books of Mo/es, which they ftrictly obferve ac 
cording to the letter, not receiving any writtel 
traditions, 

Education in Egypt confifts in little mor 
than learning to read and write, which th 
Copiis generally learn, together with book. 
keeping ; but few of the Arabs and native Ma 
hometans can read, except thofe bred to the 
law, orfome employ. The flaves have the bel 
education, for they underftand Arabic and Turk 
zfo, and often write both: they are alfo wel 
Skilled in riding, fhecting, and throwing th 
dart, which are efteemed great accomplifh 
ments. The Yurks in particular are deep} 
tin€tured with the doétrine of predeftination 
which not only infpires themt with courage 
but makes them fhew great magnanimit 
whea thrown from the height of power int 
ethe moft miferable condition ; mene the) 
eects chav 
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have better in adverfity than in profperity ; 


hough when in high ftations they aflume a 
yecoming gravity, and confer a favour with a 


Bery gracious countenance ; but they are greedy 


yf money, and nothing is to be done with 
hem without a bribe. ‘They fancy that the 
preateft villainies are expiated as foon as they 
ave wafhed their hands and feet. This fs 
heir preparation for prayer. The outward ap- 
pearance of religion is in fafhion among them ; 
hey pray in the moft public places, and when 
on a vifit will call for water to wafh their 
ands and feet, and then perform their devo- 
ions; and yet their words pafs for nothing, 
ither in relations, promifes, or profeflions of 
friendfhip. Opium is not fo much afed by 
them as formerly, inftead of which they drink 
fpirituous liquors very plentifully at their 
meals. But thefe are chiefly the great men 
and the foldiers; for drinking ftrong liquors 
would be reckoned fcandalous in people of bu- 
finefs. The Arabs indeed very rarely drink ; 
and the common people pound the leaves of 
green hemp, make a ball of it, and fwallow it, 
torender them chearful. ‘They have a high 
Opinion of the magic art, and think there ts_ 
much virtue in charms and talifmans. 

The pooreft Mahometan thinks himfelf fupe« 
nor to any Chrifiian: yet the Arads, and peo- 
ple of the country, behave with civility ; they 
come and fit about you, and grow trouble- 
fome by being too obferving, curious, and in- 
guifitive. The Turks alfo will be very,civil, 
either to get prefents, or to dilcover your de- 
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fions, in-which they are very artful. They 
behave with the greateft decorum and refpect 
to their fuperiors, and one of great dignity, 
readily holds the ftirrup of another who is ftill 
greater. The way of faluting as they pafs is 
itretching out the riztht hand, bringing it to 
the breait, a little inclinidg the head. The 
entraordinary falute is kiffing the hand, and 
putting it to the hezd ; when they vifit a ‘fape- 
rior they kifs his hand ; but if he is greatly 
fuperior, they kifs the hem of his garment. 
When they take any thing from a fuperior, or 
that is fent by a fuperior, they kifs it, and put 
it to their foreheads, and when they promife 
to ferve or protect you, they put their hands up 
to their a as much as to fay, Be it on 
our heads. 

The entertainments of the Turks and Arabs 
have been often mentioned, and I fhall only 
add here, that an Arad Prince will often dine 
in the ftreet before his door and call to all that 
pafs, and even to beggars, crying in the ufual 
manner, In the name of God; upon which 
they fit down, and when they have done, re- 
tire, faying, God be praifed. With fuch 
generofity and hofpitality they maintain their 
intereft; yet the middling people and the 
Coptis live but meanly. 

It has been already obferved, that the Maho- 
metans have an extraordinary veneration for 
ideots, whom they fuppofe to be actuated by a 
divine fpirit, and. confider them as.a kind of 
Saints; hence they: receive all poffible. marks 
of ref pect, and ‘are received into all houfes, and 
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INTRODUCTION. 
HE following is an abftra& from t 


French edition of the ingenious and 
Tearned Mr. Robert Wooad’s pompous work on 
the antiquities of Palmyra. A work which will 
be a lafting proof of the genius and abilitie 
of the admirable author, and the two learne 
gentlemen his companions in his travels. What 
an idea muft we form of three men of birth 
and fortune engaging in fo noble a party ¢ 
pleafure, and for the improvement of learning, 
producing works which not only do honour to 
themfe!ves, but to their country, and to huv- 
man nature! We have already given an ab 


firact of Mr. Wooa’s defcription of Balbec’, 


* See Vol. XII, 


but 


INTRODUCTION. 2. 


~——ewe MBut neither that nor the prefent performance 

‘an vive the reader a full conception of the 

legant, the entertaining, the pompous works 

rom which they are taken; adorned with 2 

: aft number of the moft beautiful plates, from 

, rawings taken on the fpot, and enriched with 

very thing that can render them curious and 

nftructive. But from fuch works it is impof- 

AA & File to abridge without giving both inftruc- 

¥ Bion and entertainment. Mr. Wood's is a grand 

and noble piece ; which is here reprefented in 

iniature; and in this {mall view, its princi- 

nal beauties cannot fail to ftrike the eye and 
Beclight the reader, 
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The Manner in which thefe Travels were und 
taken. The Author, with other ingenious « 
learned Gentlemen, Jets out from Naples, a 
after vifiting the lands of the Archipelag 
lands at Byroot, and from thence proceeds 
Palmyra, which is defcribed. 


ZT’ WO gentlemen *, fays our author, wi 

_ more than once had been led by curio 
fity to travel into Jtaly, were perfuaded thi 
a voyage properly made to the moft remarkab 
places in antiquity, on the coaft of the Med 
terranean, might be of advantage to the pub 
lic, at the fame time that it would affor 
knowledge and entertainment to themfelves 
As ] had already feen moft of the places the 
propofed to vifit, they did) me the honour t 
communicate their defign to me, and I wit 
pleafure accepted their invitation to be one 0 
juch an agreeable: party. ‘The advantageou 
idea I had formed of thefe gentlemen, whor 
I had feveral times met in France and Ital; 
flattered me with all the fuccefs that could b 
hoped for from fuch a yoyage. ‘Their intimat 
friendfhip, their love of antiquities and the fin 


* Thefe learned and ingenious gentlemen were. M 


Dawkins and. Mr, Bouveries 


art 


“its, and their being widilowed to travelling, 


ere circumftances effential to our project: 
ircumitances that feldom meet in two perfons, 


ho join to a tafte and leifare for fuch re- 
earches, the neceflary means of making them, 
and who have fufficient health and courage to 
fapport the fatigue of doing it. 

We agreed that we could not co without a 
fourth perfon. who was in Jraly, and whofe 
abilities were known to us with refpeét to his 
skill in architecture and drawing. We there- 
ore wrote to him, and engaged him to be one 
of the party. 


ere und 
CNIOUS & 
aples, a 
shipelag 


proceeds 


thor, will We chofe Rome for the place of our rendez- 
by curidfivous ; and there fpent the winter together, em- 
aded thi loying the greateft part of our time in re- 
>markab 


frefhing our memories by reading ancient hif- 
tory, and in perfecting ourfelves in the geo- 
graphy of the countries we propofed to vifir. 
The following {pting we repaired to Naples, 
where we found a veffel we had hired at Loudon, 
Mfurnifhed with every thing we had thought. 
would be of fervice to us. We had there a 
choice collection of the Greek poets and hifto- 
nans, books of antiquities, and accounts of 
he beft voyages and travels. There were alfo 
on board fuch mathematical initruments as we 
might have oceafion for, and prefents fit for 
the Turks of diftin€tion and others, to whom 
we might be obliged to addrefs ourfelves in the 
ourfe of our travels. 

In this veflel we fet fail, and viited moft 
of the iflands of the Archipelago, a part of 
Greece in Europe, the Buropean and Afatic coatts 
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of the Helle/pont, the Propontis and the Bo/ph 
ras as far as the Black Sea. We penetrate 
into Afa Minor, Syria, Phenicia, Paleftine ant 
Egypt, and vifited the moft remarkable place 
in each. 

‘Fhe different countries through which we 
pafled are known to abound in things of vari. 
ous kinds that merit the attention of the curi: 
ous traveller; however, it was lefs the prelfent 
than the ancient ftate of thefe countries that 
attracted our regard; though each of us was 
able to gratify his peculiar tafte. Jt is impof- 
fible fo confider with indifference the countries 
where polite literature and the arts had their 
birth; where the Captains, the Orators, the 
Philofophers, the Poets and the Artifts have, 
fo bravely and fo happily, fuffered their genius 
to foar, and done honout to human nature. 

Circumftances of climate and fituation, 
otherwife trivial, become interefting from their 
connection with the great men who have cele- 
brated them, and with the illuftrious actions, 
which hiftory and poetry reprefent as being 
there performed. The life of Mi/tiades or Le 
6xidas can no where be read with fuch pleafure 
as in the plains of Marathon, or at the ttreights 
of Thermopyle: the lliad has new beauties on 
the banks of the Sca: mander; and the Odyfley 
has frefh charms in the country where U/yfes 
var and Homer fung. 

No part of a tour through the eatit is fo dif- 
ficult as a journey to Palmyra: for it~1s ne- 
ceffary © go far from the common road, and 
wiiere thre Grand Signior’s proteétion can be of 

ho 
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an fervice. Aleppo and Dama/cus feemed to be 
‘a © places where we might beft provide for 


rated " : ; 
anger convenience and fafety in this enterprize; 
laceumut having endeavoured in vain to make the 


rft of thefe cities, we anchored at Byroot on 
1 wire coat of Syria, and crofled over mount Li- 
anus, in order to go to Dama/fcus. 

The Baffa of that city declared that he cou! 
ot promife us, that either his name or his 
power would be of any fervice to us at the 
lace to which we were going. From what -he 
aid, and from all that. we could learn from 

thers, we found that we muft be obliged to 
tries : 
‘Meo to Haffa, a village four days journey to 
ther 

chagmee north of Dama/fcus, and the refidence of an 

j . ° . . . 
Aca, whofe jurifdi€tion extends to Palmyra. 
his little village is in the great road by which 
he caravan Of Dama/cus pailes to Aleppo: it 18 
jtuated near Anti-Libanus, at a few hours dif- 
ance from the river Orontes. The Aga re- 
eived us with the hofpitality. fo common in 
his country among people of all ranks; and 
hough extremely furprized at our curiofity, he 
pave us, as well as he was able, tke neceflary 
aftructions for gratifying it. | 
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_ We left Hafia on the roth of March, 1751, 
aa ith an efeort of the beft Arad horfemen be- 
yiley onging to the Aga, armed with guns and long 


Dyffes bikes ; and having croffed a barren plain which 
- carcely produces vegetables fufficient to feed 
dif, gec antilopes we faw there, we arrived at Su- 
nee’? Thisis a {mall village inhabited by Ma-. 
andg”??¢ Chriftians: the houfes are built of bricks 
be offeicd in the fun; and the inhabitants cultivate 
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as much land around the village as 1s barel 
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fufficient for their fubfiftence ; they alfo mak 
tolerable good wine. We bought fome manu 
{cripts of their Prieft, and after dinner cor 
tinued our journey to the fouth-eaft throug! 
the fame fort of country, and ‘in three hoy 
more arrived at Howareen, where we took y 
our lodging. 

Howareen has the fame appearance of pc 
verty as Sudud ; but we found fome ruins there 
that are a proof of its being once a more con 
fiderable place. A f{quare tower with projed 
ing battlements feems to have been built thre 
or four hundred years ago, and two churche 
in ruins may be of the fame age: in thefe buil 
ings there are materials that are much more an 
cient; but employed without judgment. W 
obferved in the walls fome Corixzthian capital 
and many Attic bafes of white marble. Thef 
fragments of antiquity, and fome others 
found {cattered about, have belonged to wor 
erected with more expence than tafte. We.ha 


obferved a neighbouring village entirely aban 
doned by its inhabitants, which frequently hapmmts | 
pens in this country; for when the produce qjecon 
the earth is not anfwerable to the cultivationmthe 

the inhabitants often quit their habitafions (ort 


avoid opprefiion. | 
The next day we left Howareen, and cot 
tinuing to travel in the fame direction, in thre 
hours reached Carieteen ; a village a little large 
than the lait; that has alfo fome fragment 
of marble which belonged to ancient edifice 
as the fhafts of columns, fome Corizthian ¢ 
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pitals, a Doric bafe; and two imperfect Greek in- 
{criptions. We thought proper to ftay here the 


PALMYRA.  —.__ 5 


emainder of the day, as well to wait for the reft 


of the efcort the Ava had ordered to accompany 


s, as tO prepare our retinue and our cattle, for 
he fatigue they were to fuffer during the reft of 


pur journey : for though we could not perform 


t in lefs than twenty-four hours; we were 


obliged to travel fo long without repofe, there 


peing no water in that part of the defart. 

We left Carieteen cn the 13th at ten in the 
morning, which was much too late; but our 
ompany became more dificult to govern in 


proportion as they became more numerous, 


his bad conduct occafioned our being expofed 
o the heat of two days, before our beafts could 
obtain either rejt or water; and though it was 


at the beginning of the feafon, the fand refleét- 


ed the heat of the fun with great violence, 
hile we had neither the flighteft breeze to re- 


frefh us, nor the leaft fhade to fhelter us from 
mets beams. : 


Our company was then much encreafed, by 


wets being joined by fome merchants, fo that it 


onfifted of about 200 perfons, and nearly 


the fame number of beafts of burthen, which 


ormed a grotefque mixture of horfes, camels, 


mules, and affes. Our guide told us, that we 


were in the moft dangerous part of our jour- 


mmey, and defired us to fubmit entirely to his 
morders, which were, that the domeftics fhould 


keep with the baggage, immediately behind 


geur guard of Arabs, from which was frequently 
me vpatched one, two, or more horfemen on the 
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difcovery, t» all the eminences before us, where § 
they ftayed till we came up with them. Tohefe/ 4 
horfemen always quitted the caravan on a full 
gallop, after the manner of the Yartars and” 
Huffars. It 1s hard to -fay whether this pre-/ q 
caution arofe from a real apprehenfion of dan- |  - 
ger, or whether it did not proceed from an of- 7 
tentatious fhew of vigilance, to make us con-| . 
ceive an high opinion of their activity and ufe. 4 
The road here from Carieteen to Palnyrel 
was north and by eaft, through-a level owe 
plain about ten miles broad, bounded to the” 
right and left by a ehain of barren moun- |} 
tains, that feemed to join within two miles ii 
Palmyra. In all this courfe there is neither a) 7 
tree nor a drop of water: but to take offour © 
atiention from the fatioue we endured, our q 
Arab horfemen diverted us from time to time! 
by engaging in mock fights. It is pi 
to fee with what firmnefs they keep their fad- 
dles, and the dexterity with which they ma-| | 
nage their horfes. At night they ufually ft 
in a circle, to drink coffee. and fmoke a pipe: 
this was their greateft regale. In the mean) 
| while one of the company diverted the reft by| 
} finging a fong, or relating a piece of hiftory, — 
on the fubje& of love or war, or with an ex- " 
tempore tale. a 
_'- When we had proceeded nine hours from Ca-} 3 
rieteen, we arrived at a ruined tower; on which} 
we obferved the crofs of Malta in two or three 
places. Near this tower are the ruins of af 
fuperb building; but a magnificent door-cale s 
of white marble, is the only part that remainsp” 
fanding : 
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fanding, and that is not covered with fand. — 
At midnight we ftopt two hours to take fome 
repofe, and on the z4th at noon arrived at the 
end of the plain, where the mountains to the 
right and left appear to meet. Between thefe 
ountains is a valley, where are {till feen the 
ruins of an aqueduct, that formerly conveyed 
water to Palmyra. 

On each fide of this valley are many fquare 
towers of a confiderable height; and on ap- 
proaching them we found that they were the 
ancient fepulchres of the inhabitants of Palmy- 
ya. Scarce had we paffed theie venerable mo- 
numents, when the mountains opening on each 
ide, we fuddenly difcovered the greateft quan- 
ity of ruins, all of white marble, we had ever 
een ; and behind thofe ruins, towards the Euz- 
phrates, a level country extending as far as the 
ye could reach, without the leaft animated 
pbjekt. It is almoft impoffibie to imagine any 
hing more aftonifhing than this. view. No 
prafpect can be conceived more ftriking and 
Omantic, than fuch a vaft multitude of .Corin- 
bian columns, with few intervening walls and 
lid buildings. : ; 
But to be more particular * : on the left hand 
ou behold a wall which belonged to the court 
bf the temple of the fun, and tho’ part is broken 
lown, it 1s Of a-confiderable length. A row 


* This defeription is taken from three large theet 
lates, which, added together, afford a nobler view of 
hefe magnificent remains of antiquity, as they thus fud- 
cnly appear, than any words can poflibly give, 
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of, twelve noble windows are fill ftanding to 


‘ gether, and farther to the lefg are two others; 


between each is a pilafter of the Corinthian or. 
der fupporting the entablature : through the 
{pace that is broken down the view is terminit. 
ed by diftant rows of columns, and over the 
part of the wall, which is ftill ftanding, rife the 
ruins of the temple. itfelf. Atthe end, wher 
ftood the portico, is a fquare ruinous towe 
built by the Turks. Before thefe buildings an 
inclofures of corn and olive-trees. planted by 
the 4rgds, and feparated by mud walls, whi 
on all fides lie around them magnificent ruins. 

Before the Yurkifh tower is a piece of ave 
large column fianding on its bafe; but th 
greateft part, with its capital and entablatun 
has fallen down. The ftones that are aroun 
it fhew that there was a grand edifice in th 

lace. ‘The diameter of this column near th 
Bate is five feet.andahalf. A little to the rigk 
of the tower, tho’ at a greater diftance, are th 
ruins, of a Turkifo mofque with its minaret 
and before it is a grand column, that rifes t 
a great height, and is of the fame dimenfior 
as that which is broken down. A Hittle farthe 
to the right is a noble arch, with a potter 
richly ornamented on each fide, from: which. 
colonade extends four thoufand feet in length 
terminated by a faperb maufoleum. Many‘ 
thefe columns are fallen down, and open a vie 
to the other ruins, while in: other parts the 
mains of magnificent ftructures are feen thr 
the intercolumniations. ‘At fome diftance net 
before this magnihcent colonade ftands a fin’ 
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temple, adorned with a noble portico ; and fill 
farther to the right is another temple, with its 
perifiyie, feen thro’ the intercolumniation. Still 
farther to the right 1s a range-of columns that 
appear to have belonged toa portico. At fome 
diftance nearer feem to be the ruins of a Chri/- 
tian church, and ftill nearer, and. farther to 
the right, are four lofty columns with their 
fuperb entablature, the only remains of fome 
prand edifice. A little to the right of thefe, 
tho’ at a greatér diftance, are a number of co- 
lumns which fill fupport a confiderable part of 
their entablature, and are fo difpofed, that 
they refemble the periflyle of a fmall temple, 
that has been wholly deftroyed ; and nearer ftill, 
and more to the right, 1s an elegant maufoleum. 

Befides thefe we fee a vaft number of {cattered 
columns covering the plain, {ome with, and fome 
without their entablatures, while the ground is 
on all fides covered with broken columns, capi- 
tals, rich entablatures, and ftones of prodigious 
magnitude, Towards the right the diftant prof- 
pect is terminated by a range of hills and moun- 
tains, On one of which are the ruins of a Turk 
fortification, and on another is a caftle. | 

Thefe were the amazing ruins which fudden- 
ly ftruck our fight, and appeared at one view 
in the diftant profpeét. -After having confider- 
ed them for fome time, we were condutied to a 
hut belonging to the “rads, of which there are 
about thirty m the court of the great temple. 
The magnificence of that edifice, and the mean- 
nefs of our habitation, formed a contraft that 
was quite aftonifhing. 


The 
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The inhabitants, both men and women, are 
‘ well fhaped; the complexions of the latter 
are {warthy, but their features good: they were 
veiled, but they were not fo icrupulous about 
fhewing their faces, as the women of the Eaft ge. 
nerally are. They hang rings of either gold or 
brafs in their ears and nofes ; they colour their 
dips blue, their eyes and eye-brows black, and 
the tips of their fingers red. Both fexes aps 
pear to be very healthy, being almoft ftrangers 


to difeafes. Itfeldom rains there, except at the 


time of the equinoxes, and we enjoyed a ferene 
fky all the while we ftaid, except one afternoon, 
when we had a little fhower, preceded by a 
whirlwind, which raifed fuch a quantity of {and 
as entirely darkened the air, and gave us an 
idea of the terrible florms that are fometimes 
fatal to whole caravans. We continued there 
fifteen days, during which the Arad inhabr 
tants fupplied us pretty well with mutton and 
coats-fiefh ; but had we ftaid much longer, 
they would have been unable to furnish us with 
provifions. 
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Of the Country about Palmyra. Refearches into tht 
Origin of that City, and its prefent Ruins. 


S we found it would be troublefome to 
carry a quadrant fo far by land, this 
prevented our taking the latitude of the city; 
Dut according to Ptolemy it is in 34° latitude, 
and is fix days journey from Aleppo, as na 
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from. Damafeus by the fafeft road, and about 
zo leagues to the eaft of the Euphrates. Some 
peographers place it in Syria, others in Arabia, 
and others in Phanicia. ‘The city walls were 
lanked with fquare towers, but in many parts 
hey are intirely levelled, and cannot now be 
jitinguifhed from the other ruins ; particularly 
none of them can be perceived to the fouth-eatt ; 
however, from what we difcovered, there is 
ereat reafon to.believe that they inclofed the 
reat temple; and therefore muit have been at 
eaft three miles in compafs. . / 
The Arabs fhewed us by the prefent ruins a 
ract of land that may be about ten miles in 
ircumference, and is a little raifed above the 
evel of the defart, obferving that this was the 
extent of the ancient city, and that ruins were 
iicovered there by digging. Indeed there 
eems better reafons in favour of this opinion, 
han their authority. A circuit of three miles 
as very little for Palmyra in its profperity ; 
pecially if we coniider that the greateft part 
bi that {pace is filled by public edifices, which 
rom their extraordinaryamagnificence, and the 
peat number of fuperb fepuichres, are evident 
roofs of the grandeur of the city. From 
hence it may be concluded, that the walls al- 
eady mentioned inclofed only that part of the 
ity, which contained the public edifices in its 
noit Hourifhing ftate; and that after it was ruin- 
d, its fituation rendering it the moft proper 
lace for putting a flop to the incurfions of the 
aaceus, fufiinian forufied it, as we learn from 
‘rocopius, and very probably contracted its 
| bounds. 
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‘bounds. Palmyra was not then, as it formerly im ! 
had been, a rich and tracing city, in which iti ' 
was neceflary to have a regard to the interet ime | 
and convenience of-individuals ; but a frontiers HM # 
town, that only required flrength. Befides, in f 
building the wall to the north-weft, advantage Hi? 
} 
7 
2 


was taken of two or three fepulchres, which 
being of a convenient form, they converted 
them into towers ; and as there is no doubt that 
the wall was built after the fepulchres, it may Mm © 
juftly be concluded that they were ereted fince iim 
the abolition of the pagan religion, the Gree TR ™ 
and Romans having too. great a veneration for b 
their fepulchres to apply them to any other {c 
ufe ; and it was contrary to the moft exprefs fc 
laws of both, to bury the dead within they" 
walls of a city. A 
It has been obferved, that on the top of ont de 
of the higheft of thefe mountains is a caf“ 
The afcent to it is extremely difficult and rag-fm 
ged. Itis furrounded by a deep ditch, cut in 
the rock; or rather they have taken the ftones 
from it as from a quarry. As the draw-bridg 
is broken, we found a good deal of difficulty 
in pafling it. This caftle is however fo ill built 
that it is evident, it was erected not only aft 
the time of Fuffinian, to whom It 1s attributed} 
but is even unworthy of the Mamalukes. Thi 
mountain affords an extenfive view to the fouthj 
where the defart refembles a fea; and to th 
weft we may fee the top of Lidanus, and dil 
tinctly perceive feveral parts of Anti-Libanus. 
The barren traé&t in which the city ftands 
might be made .a delightful fpot, by means¢ 
‘ tw 
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two rivers, that are entirely negle&fed. The 
water Of both 1s hot and mixed with fulphur ; 
but the inhabitants efteem it wholefome and 
agreeable. ‘The moft confiderable of thefe 
ftreams rifes to the weft, at the foot of the 
mountains, in a fine grotto, almoft high enough 
in the middle for a man to ftand upright in it. 
The whole bottom is a bafon of clear water, 
about two feet deep ; and the heat being thus 
concenteréd, renders it an excellent bath, for 
which purpofe it is ufed by the-4raés: from it 
runs a pretty rapid current, above three feet 
broad and one foot deep. ‘This water is for 
fome {pace confined within a paved channed 
formerly made for it; but after a fhort courfe, 
it is imbibed by the fand to the eaft of the 
yuins. An infcription upon an altar near it, 
dedicated to Fupiter, informs us, that it was 
called Ephea, and that the care of it was in- 
trufted to perfons elefted to that office. 

- The other ftream, the fource of which we 
could not difcover, contains near the fame 
quantity of water, and after running for fome 
time through the ruins, in an antient fubterra- 


‘iemmnean aqueduct, joins the firft, and is loft with 


Wmitin the fands. The Arabs {peak of a third 
dmtream that has been for fome time loft among 
the ruins. .Some have been much embarrafled 
mo account for the. lofs of a river mentioned by 
tolemy, and therefore attribute it to an earth- 
(@quake ; however, with refpeé to thofe of Pa/- 
myra, no other change feems to have happened, 
ian what is the effect of negligence; but if thefe 
urrents are thought too inconfiderable to de- 

Vou XII. ae ferve 
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ferve the name. of rivérs, that honour fhould 
‘for the fame reafon be refufed to the Pa&elus, 
the Meles, and many other rivers of Greece, that 
have not fo much water, except immediately 
after rain. 

Befides thefe was the fubterranean aquedua 
before-mentioned, which brought good water 
to the city, and was folidly built, with openings 
at proper diftances, to keep it clean. Procofius 
obferves, that 7u/ffinian conveyed water to Pal-, 
myra, for the ufe of the garriion he left there: 
but we imagine that for this purpofe he repaired 
the aqueduct, which appears to have been 
much more ancient, and built at an immense Hy, 
expence. Palmyra in its profperity certainly Hm , 
could not fail to procure fuch a convenience, HM 
and, indeed, in more than one part of this a- Hg 
queduét, we have obferved infcriptions in Pal- HM , 
myrene Characters, which are now not legible; HM), 
but we have found none in any other language. Bi}, 

Three or four miles to the fouth-eatt of the 
ruins in the defart, is the Valley of Salt, where 
David probably {mote the Syriazs, 2 Sam. vil, 
13, and which {till fapplies Damafcus and the 
neighbouring towns with great quantities of 
that commodity, the earth being impregnated 
with it to a confiderable depth. They hollow 
the ground upwards of a foot deep, and from 
the rain water, which lodges in thefe cavities, 
rifes a fine white falt, that is gathered after 
the water 1s dried up, OF exhaled | by the fun. 

Thefe noble remains of Palmyra are too firik. 
ing and magnificent not to excite our curioilty 


with refpect to its condition in ancient times, It 
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is natural to enquire, how a fpot like this, di- 
vided from the reft of the world by an inhofpi- 
table defart, came to be chofen for its fituation; 
who was its founder, and from what quarter it 
drew the riches neceflary to its fupport? But it 
is remarkable that hiftory fcarcely makes any 
mention of Balbec and Palmyra, and we have 
little knowledge of them but what is fupplied 
by infcriptions. Is not even this filence of hi- 
ftory inftructive.? Does it not inform us, that 
there are periods in hiftory that are entirely 
concealed from us? 

By the natural and ordinary courfe, the me- 
mory of cities is preferved longer than their 
ruins. It is only from hiftory that we have any 
knowledge of Tray, Babylon, and Memphis : there 
does not at prefent remain a fingle ftone of thefe 
cities, to fhew where they were fituated: but 
here are two examples of confiderable cities that 
have fubfifted longer than any other known to 
us; and yet it 1s rather what we fee, than 
what we read, that excites our curiofity con- 
cerning them ; and the remains of Balbec and 
Palayra ftall fubhift, to relate, if we may ufe 
the expreflion, their own hiftory. Can the 
lofs of books be the caufe, or did the ancients 
fet lefs value on thefe edifices, than we do at 
prefent? If this laft be the cafe, their filence 
with refpeet to Balbec will jutify what they 
edvance about Badylon; and their not men- 
toning Palmyra bea kind of proof - the mag- 
nificence of Greece and Egypt, on which they 
have beftowed fuch encomiums. 


Ee All 
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All the authorities of the ancients with re, 
{pec to this city, may be reduced to thefe. In 
the Arabic tranflation of the fecond book of 
Chronicles, chap. vili. Palmyra is mentioned a3 
fubfifting before the time of Solomon: but Fobs 
of Antioch fays, that it was built by that Mo. 
narch on the very fpot where David flew the 
Philiftine Chief, in honour cf that memorable 
action. But the radian hiftories on this fube 
ject appear fo extremely fabulous and extra 
vagant as to be unworthy of notice. 


The Old Teftament informs us*, that Solomsr 


erected a city in the wildernefs, and called it 
Tedmor; and we are told by Fofephus, that the 
Greeks and Romans afterwards gave it the name 
of Palmyra, but that its firft name was retained 
by the Syrians; and this 1s confirmed by St, 
Jerom, who fays that Zedmor and Palmyra are 
the Syriaz and Greek names of the fame place: 
even at prefent the Arabs of the country fill 
call it Yedmor. They pretend that thefe ruins 
were the work of Solomex, and among other 
things fhew the feraglio of that King, his 
haram, and the tomb of one of his favourite 
concubines. ‘* Solomon, the fon of Dawid, fay 
“‘ they, performéd thefe wonders by the aflitt 
** ance of fpirits.” 

But the ftructures erected by Solomon wert 
doubtlefs entirely demolifhed by Nebuchadnex- 
zar, who, we are affured by Fohu of Antioch, 
deftroyed that city before he befieged Ferufa 


Jem. It cannot be reafonably fuppofed, thatm 


* 3 Kings ix, and 2 Chron, ville : 
edifices 
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Tee edifices in the elegant ftyle of thofe of Palmyra 
In fae were prior to the eftablifhment of the Greeks in 
Syria ; and taking this for granted, we fhall not 
be furprized that Xexopbhon takes no notice of 


foby WE this city in his retreat of Cyrus the Younger, 
Mo. fae though he is very exact in defcribing the de- 
the fa fart: nor fhall we wonder at its not being men- 
able fam tioned in the hiftery of Alexander the Great ; 
fub- fag who might have reaped great advantages from 


the fituation of that city, when he croffed this 
defart. No mention is made of it even when 
Pompey reduced Syria to a Roman province ; tho’ 
at that time a tafte for the polite arts began 


tthe M™™eto prevail, and architecture, painting, and 
name [a iculpture, were efteemed not unworthy of the 
ained Me 2ttention of a Romazx General. One would have 
y St, fmemagined that Pa/myra would not have efcaped 


a are Mthe avidity and avarice of the Romazs ; and yet 
we do not find that their hiftory makes any 
mention of that city before the time of Mark 
Antony, who would have plundered it, had not 
he inhabitants fecured themfelves by tranfport- 


> his ing their moft valuable effeéts beyond the Ez- 
ourite feporates, and defended the paflage of that river 
d, {ayy their archers. At that time the inhabi- 


ants of Palmyra were merchants, and fold to 
he Ramans the merchandizes of Judia and Ard- 
a. We may conclude that they were a rich 
and free people; but how long they had en- 


tioch Mmved thefe advantages is uncertain, ‘Their 
ferufarmches and trade were probably of fome ftand- 
j, thatfg ; for it appears from infcriptions, that in 


efs than forty years after, their expences and 
heir luxuries were exccflive. 7 
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At length, when the affairs of the Romans in 
the Eaft were in a deplorable fituation, Ode 
nathus Of Palmyra took fuch advantage of the 
fituation of his country between the two great 
rival Empires of Rome and Perfia, that he ren- 
dered himfelf mafter of the balance of power, 
and declared for the one or the other, accord. 
ing as the face of affairs changed, and his in- 
tereft required. He entered into an alliance 
with the Emperor Gallienus, colle&ted the poor i . 
remains of the Roman army, and by his valour, 
activity, and remarkable patience in enduring i - 
fatigue, vanquifhed Sapor King of Perfa in fe. } 
veral engagements, advancing with. his victo- i | 
rious troops as far as Ctefiphon, the capital of B® ¢ 
his Empire. On his return from this expedi- i ! 

k 
2D 


tion, with the create‘t applaufe, and with con- 
fiderable treafures, Gallienus declared him Av 

guffus, and his affociate in the government of t 
the Empire. Odenathus afterwards defeated yy 4 
Balifla, who afpired to the Empire, and atm ! 
leneth drove out the Goths, who had commit-% 2 
ted the greateft ravages. ‘This was his laft exg™ © 
ploit, and it is thought that in this expedition 
he was treacheroufly murdered by his kinfmas 
Meonius ; his 1on Herodes {oon after fuffered the 
fame fate. Meonius was then faluted Empe 
ror, butin a fhort time after was cut to piect 
by his own {oldiers. 

Odenathus left behind him his wife Quee 
Zenobia, and two fons he had by her; hh 
boafted her being defcended from Ptolemy, aul 
reckoned Cleopatra among her anceftors. Zen 
dig had many great and amiable qualities ; aft 


me 
hur 
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sin Man the death of Odenathus, fhe afiumed the reins 
\dee WB of government in the name of her children, 
the and renouncing the alliance with Rome, at- 
reat tacked and entirely defeated Heraclianus, the 
ren. Ma Roman General, ‘This victory left her in the 
wer, [aE pofleflion of Syria and Mefopotamia. She then, 
ord. faa by means of Zabdas, one of her Generals, con- 
sin- me quered Egypt, and afterwards added to her 
‘ance Me Gominions the greateft part of Afa Miner. 
poor How ftrange, how unaccountable are the vi- 
lour;  ciflitudes of fortune! A {mall territory in the 
uring (ME mnidft of a defart extends its conquefts over many 
‘n fe. ich countries! The powerful kingdoms of 
iAo- Me the Ptofomies, and the Seleuctde, form a part 
‘al of Me of the dominions of a fingle city, whofe name 
pedi-(/™ 18 fought -for in vain in their hittory; and Ze- 
“con- fe zobza, furrounded by the barren fands of Pa/- 
» Awe *yra, includes Fg yp¢ within her dominions to 
nt off the fouth, and extends them to the north as far 
feated fm 25 the Black Sea and the Bo/phorus. But the 
nd ate teign of this Empire,was of very fhort conti- 
nmit- Me Buance; the, Emperor Aurelian a few years after 
.{t ex: recovered the eaftern provinces, and forced Ze- 
dition #0072 to fhelter herfelf within the walls of Pa/- 
afmaime *yra. He laid fiege to that city, the Queen 
ed them rejected all negotiations with contempt; but 
i mpe after a brave defence, fhe refolved in perfon to 
piece folicit the affiftance of the Perfians: the fet 
Out on a dromedarys but was taken prifoner 

Quecif 2s fhe was about to crofs the Euphrates, by a 
r; fhe party of horfe fent after her by Aurelian. The 
y, ang habitants of Palmyra now furrendered to the 
Zen Emperor’s mercy; on which he fpared their 
.; afte lives, and marched to Emifa with Zenobia, car- 


rying 
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rying with him a great part of the riches of 
the city, and leaving there a garrifon of 609 
archers. | 

At Emifa the Emperor enquired into Zeno. 
éia’s motives for refifting him with fuch refo. 
lution, and upon this occafion fhe ftained her 
slory, by purchafing a difhonourable’ life, at 
the expence of her friends, whom fhe meanl 
betrayed: fhe mentioned thofe who had been 
her advifers; on which Aureliag had the cra, 
elty and injuftice to facrifice them to his re, 
fentment, while fhe was referved to adorn his 
triumph. Among thofe who fuffered was Loa, 
ginus, who wrote upon the Sublime, and had 
dictated a haughty letter his miftrefs had wrote 
the Emperor; but the intrepid courage with 
which he fubmitted to his fate, fhews that his 
bravery was equal to his learning. 

The misfortunes of Palnyra were not ye 
ended: when a free peaple are from the height 
of glory, fuddenly reduced to flavery, they ge 
nerally take fome def{perate meafures for they 
deliverance. The Palmuprenes cut off the Roman 
garrifon, and Aurelian hearing this news as he 
was returning to Rome, {pecdily turned hack, 
and taking the city deftroyed it, caufing almoh 
all the inhabitants to be maffacred, without re- 
gard to age or fex. We are informed of the 
particulars of this cruelty by the Emperor 
himfelf, who, in the letter he wrote ta Ba/us 
to order him to repair the temple of the fun, 
which had been much damaged by. the foldi- 
ers, appropriates to that ufe 300 pounds weight 
of gold found in Zeugéia’s coffers, with 1800 

oe pounds 


of 


109 


20 
{5 
her 
, at 
nly 
een 
Te 
) re- 
hig 
Lone 
had 
rote 
with 
: hig 


yet 
eight 
y ger 
ha’ 
oman 
as he 
hack, 
Imoft 
It Free 
of the 
per OF 
Baffus 
> funy 
faldi- 


veight 


1300 


ound 


PALMYRA. 51 


unds weight of filver, which belonged to 

the people, befides the crown jewels. 
Palmyra having thus loft its liberty, conti- 
nned fubject to a Roman Governor ; and from 
the only Latin infcription now found there, we 
are informed that H’erocles was for the fifth 
ime Prefident of the province, when Dioc/e- 
ian erected forme magnificent buildings there, 
nthe year of Chriff 400, the firft [/yrian le- 
gion was quartered at Palmyra; but Procopius 
pives us reafon to think that the city was fo 
ttle rezarded as to be fometimes without a 
oman garrifon: for he fays that Fufinian re- 
paired and fupplied it with water, after its 
waving been for fome time almoft deferted. 
This is the laft time that Pa/myra is mentioned 
an the Romaz hiftory. The civil revolutions of 
nis city afford a proof that Chrifianity could 
not be long eftablifhed there, fo that it is not 
lerprizing that ecclefiaftical hiftory furnifhes 
dthing worth the pains of repeating ; and 
here is mo means of knowing what has hap- 
ened to it, finece the deftruction of the eattern 
mpire by the Mahometans. 

Among the feveral infcriptions found there, 
none are more ancient than the birth of C4ri/, 
nd none fo late as the deflruction of the city 
by Aurelian, except the Latin in{cription which 
nakes mention of Dioclefian. ‘The zxra of thefe 
nicriptions is that of the Seleucide. Some of 
hem are found in the Palmyrene, and others in 

reek Characters. ‘Two of the maufolcums, which 
ire almoit entire, have on their fronts infcrip- 
ions that are very legible ; one of them informs 

ug 
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us that Famblicus, the fon of Mocimus, caufed 
that monument to be built, to ferve as a fe 
pulchre for him and his family, in the year 
314, which anfwers to the third year of the 
Chriftian ra; and the other, that E/abelus Ma 
naius caufed it to be erected in the year 414, 
the 103d year of the Chriftian xra. The or. 
naments of thefe two maufoleums are much in 
the fame tafte ; but the laft is the moft elegant, 
and finifhed with the greateft care: though 
both are fo much in the tafte and the manner 
of the other public edifices in general, thatwe 
may reafonably fuppofe them not to be th 
works of very different ages, 
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ifed 

he: CHAP. It. 

year 

the 

Ma: Wet be Author and his Companions leave Palmyra: 


the Particulars of their Fourney from that City 
toBalbec. The Behaviour of Emir-Haffein, 
Governor of that City. Reflections on the Hof- 
 pitality and Avarice of the People of the Eaft. 
With Jome Obfervations on the Origin of that 
Species of Idolatry which prevailed in thofe 


Cities *, 


ID EFORE we had compleated our bufinefs 
1) at Palmyra, our Arabian efcort began to 
row impatient, and to folicit our departure ; 
lledging that our fafety in returning was much 
ore precarious than in our journey thither, as. 
bey had then only accidental dangers to ap- 
rehend, while they were now to provide 
painft a premeditated furprize from the King 
f the Bedouins or wandering Arabs, who, on 
is having intelligence of us, might think us a 
rize worth looking after. We had likewife 
urown reafons for more than ordinary foli- 
Metude ; for we were much more anxious about 

telerving the treafure we brought from Pa/- 

va,'than that which we carried thither. By 
fcr advice we concealed both our intended 


* This chapter is extraéted from the fame author’, 


mirable work on the Aatiquities of Balbec, 
$ road. 
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road back, ‘and the time we intended to fet out, 


* and on the 27th of March left Palmyra ; when 


its few miferable mnhabitants expreffed the at. 
moft aftonifhment, at a vifit, the reafon of 
which they could not comprehend. 

We returned as far as Sudud, by the fame 
tirefome road through the defart, which we 
have already defcribed, inj our journey to Pal. 
myra. But before we arrived at Carieteen, we 
difcovered at a diftance a party of Arabia 
horfemen, to which, had they been fupetior in 
number, we muit have fallen an eafy prey, in 
the languid ftate to which both our men and 
horfes were reduced, after a march of about 
twenty hours over the burning fands; but on 
Our néarer approach they retired with prec 
pitation, abandoning fome cattle, which wer 
feized by our friends, as a matter of courfe, 
laughing at our renionftrances againft thier 
injuftree. | 

Being arrived at Sudud, we left out formet 
road on the right hand, and in five hours mort, 
proceeding ftill through the fame defart, reach. 
ed Cara, where we took leave of the preate 
part of our caravan. The manufcripts ant 
marbles we had colleéted, we fent on caiiel 
to our fhip at Tripoly; the merchants who ha 
joined us for protection, returned to Dama/t 
with the falt they went to gather at Palmyra; 
and our 4rabian horfemen, who were now it 
longer of ufe, having demanded a certificat 
of their fidelity and vigilance, which the 
jaftly deferved, returned ta their matter, wi 
Aga of Haffia. d 
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% We had paffed through Cara before in go-: 
| a ine from Damafcus to Hafia ; from the laft it is 


About fix hours-diftant, and is under the go- 
vernment of the fame Aga. This village is 
pleafantly fituated in the great caravan road 
from Dama/cus to Aleppo, and, we were in- 
formed, contains near a thoufand fouls, amoneft 


es whom are about twenty Chrzfiam families. 
+ There is one ruined church to be feen there, 
eB and another convered into a mofque: upon 


the wall of the latter is a Ime of Greek capi- 
tals in a bad character, turned upfide down, 
in which we could read the words 4rhanafies 
Epifeopos. ‘The common mud formed into the 
fhape of bricks and dried in the fun, of which 
the houfes are built, has at fome diftance the 
appearance of white ftone. The fhort dura- 
tron of fuch materials is not the only objection 
to them, for they render the ftreets dufly 
when there is wind, and dirty when there is. 
rain: inconventencies that are alfo felt at Da- 
majfcus ittelf, which is moftly built in the fame 
manner. 

After fuffering almoft a month’s corftant fa- 
tigue in the defart, particularly at Palmyra, 
where every hour was precious, we here in- 
dulged ourfelves with a day of reft, and by this 
fhort interval of fécurity and repofe, prepared 

Be ourfelves for new fatigues. 
now" We then fet out, and arrived at Erfale in 
sag leven hours, proceeding the greatelt part of 
ch Wo he way acrofs the barren ridge of hills called 
fter, si Anti-Libanus. This village, which confilts of 
Wwircy poor houfes, was the cnly one we paffed 
You. ALL, ey throuch 
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‘through in our way froni Cara to Balbec. - We 
found nothing there worth notice, except a 
melancholy inftance of the unhappy govern. 
ment of thefe countries: the houfes were all 
Open, every thing carried off, and not a living 
creature to be feen. We were informed that 
the Governor of Baldec’s brother was then in 
Open rebellion, ravaging the country with a 
party of his defperate followers ; and it feems 
that when we pailed through Ey rfale, he was 
encamped in its neighbourhood, on which the 
inhabitants chofe to abandon their dwellings, 


rather than expofe themfelves to fuch unmer- — 


ciful contributions as he had raifed in other 
places. 

Impatient to leave a place of fuch danger, 
we fet out early the next morning, and in five 
hours and a half arrived at Balbec. This city, 
which was formerly under the government of 
Damajfcus, and fome years fince the refidence 
of a Baffa, is at prefent commanded by a per- 
fon of no higher rank than that of Aga, who 


preferring the more honourable title of Emir, 


which he had by his birth, to that of his fta- 
tion, was called Emir Haffcin:; for the Arabs 


have hereditary nobility and family connec- 


tions, contrary to the policy of the Porte, 
which is defirous of fuppreffing all influence 
that the Grand Signior cannot give and take 
away at pleafure. 

This Governor annually paid the Grand 
Signior fifty purfes for the taxes of the diftrid 


under his command: he alfo paid fifty purles. 


yearly for lands, granted as rewards for mill- 
; tary 
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PALMYRA. 57 
tary fervice, and farmed by him. Thofé lands, 
we were told, were much more profitable to 
him, than to the perfons for whofe benefit the 
erant was Originally intended, on account of 
the difficulty and danger of any man’s pre- 
tending to the fame farm againit fo powerful 
a competitor. He ought alfo to have paid 
fomething to the Bafla of Dama/cus, for lands 
he held under him; but he had for fome time 

evaded it, being fkreened by the Kiflar Aga, 
or the Black Eunuch, who has the care of the 
(grand Signior’ s women, to whom he was faid 
to be under private contribution. 

We took our loagings of a Greek to whom we 


| were re scommended, and then waited on the 


Emir, whom we found ina chiofque in his gar- 
den, reclined on a fopha near a fountain, and 
indolently enjoying his pipe. On our prefent- 
ing him with our firman from the Grand Sig- 
nicr, and a letter from the Bafla of Tripoly, we 
were moft courteoufly received. A pipe, cof- 
fee, {weetmeats and perfume, were, according 
to cuftom, fucceffively prefented. He applied 
the firman refpectfully to his forehead, then 
kifled it, and declared himfelf the Sultan’s 
flave’s ilave: told us that the land he com- 
manded, and all in it was ours; that we were 
his welcome cuefts as long’as we would ftay, 
and under his friendly protection might fe- 
curely purfue our bufinefs. 

in no inftance do the oriental manners fhew 
thefe people in fo amiable a light, as in their 
diicharge of the duties of hofpitality: the fe- 


verites of eaftern defpotifm have indeed been 


F 2 always 
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always foftened by this virtue, which fo hap. 
-pily flourifhes moft, where it is moft wanted, 
The great forget the infolence of power to the 
{tranger under their roof, and only prefervea 
dignity fo tempered. by humanity, that it folely 
commands that grateful refpect, which is other. 
wife fcarce known in a country where inferiors 
are oftner taught to fear than to love. 

Notwithftanding the Emir’s obliging pro. 
feflions, we had been advifed to diftruft him; 
for he had an infamous character, and we had 
foon reafon to fee the juftice of this friendly 
caution. Though, according to the cuftom of 
the country, we had fent our prefents, yet new 
demands were daily made, which we for fome 
time thought it advifeable to fatisfy ; but they 
were fo frequently, and at length fo infolently 
repeated, that we were obliged to give a pe 
remptory refu(ial. | 

Avarice is as much an eaftern vice, as hofpi- 
tality is an eaftern virtue. ‘The moft fordid in- 
{tances of the former we found among the 
great, and thofe in public employments, while 
we experienced extraordinary inftances of ge- 
nerofity in private life. We would therefore 
be cautious of charging to the charatter of a 
people, what the government feems to require, 
For amidft the uninterrupted feries of fhamelefs 
venality, which regulates the difcharge of every 
public duty, from the Prime Vizier down 


wards, and which, in the true fpirit of defpo-. 


tifm, ftops only at the wretch who is too low 
to make reprifals, every fubaltern in power 
muft fubmit to that portion of the common 
Proptir 
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proftitation which belongs to his rank, and 
which therefore feems rather the vice of the 
ofice than of the man. 

The frequent negotiations produced by this 
uarrel, in which the Emir in vain exerted 
all his art and villainy, ended in his openly 
declaring, that we fhould be attacked and cut 
to pieces in our way from Bajbec: but on his 


ap- 
ed, 
the 
ea 
lely 
ner. 
1016 


pro. fm hearing that thefe menaces had not the effec 
im; fag he expected, and that we were preparing to fet 
had [Out with about twenty armed fervants, he ci- 
ndly HE villy fent to defire that we might interchange 


n of 
new 
lome 
they 
ntly 
| pe 


prefents and part friends, requefting that we 
would allow his people to guard us as far as 
mount Lidanus. ‘To this we agreed. Soon 
after he was affaflinated by an emiffary of his 
rebellious brother, who fucceeded him in the 
government. 

Thus far we have followed our ingenious 
author. Of the ruins of Balbec we have al- 
j ine Mseady given a defcription in Vou. XI. and fhall 
the M§only add here, as a fupplement to all that has 
vhile Mg been faid of the temples of Egypt, Balbec, and 
f gee MPalmyra, fome curious remarks from the fame 
efore Mematterly pen, on the nature of the idolatry 
of af™mwhich prevailed in the two laft mentioned ci- 
uire, fmgti¢s, as arifing from the fituation of the coun- 
elefs MEty, the afpect of the heavens and the earth, 
every Mand the manner in which the inhabitants have 
ownr [gelways lived. 

efpo- It is certain that the ftruéture of the tem- 
o low MEples of Palmyra and Balbec differs in fome par- 
Dower uculars from that of all others we have feen, 
nmon Mend we imagined we could difcover in mavy 
opti F 3 of 


ofpi- 
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of the-deviations from the true object of wor. 
fhip, fomething in the. climate, foil, or fitua. 
tion of each country, which had a eonfiderable 
influence in eftablifhing its particular mode of 
f{uperftition. 

If this obfervation be applied to the country 
and religion of Syrza, and we examine the wor. 
fhip of the fun, moon and ftars, called in Scrip- 
ture Baal, Aftaroth, and the Hoff of Heaven, we 
fhall perhaps not only fee how that early fv 
perftition, which mifled the inhabitants of ale. 
vel country, was naturally produced ; but we 
may obferve fomething of its origin and pro, 
grefs refulting from a connection between Mii 
thofe objects of worfhip confidered phyfically, Mie 
and their chara@ers as divinities. ‘Thus the Mit 
magnificence with which the fun was worhhip- 
ped in Syria and Chaldea, the name of Baal, 
which in the eattern language fignifes Lord, 
and the human victims facrificed to his honour, 
feem to point out an awful reverence paid r- 
ther to his power than his benignity, ina 
country where the violence of his heat is not 
only in many refpects troublefome to the inha 
bitants, but deftructive to vegetation. On the 
other hand, the deification of the inferior Gods 
of the firmament feems to have taken its rif 
from different principles, in which love appears 
to have been more predominant than fear. 

The extenfive plains and unclouded fky not 
only point this out; but it appears that the in-ie' 
habitants way of life, which is as uniform aA 

their foil or their climate, has contributed om’ 


direat their attention to thefe heayenly wee 
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It was always a cuftom with them to pafs the 
funmer nights on the tops of their houfes, 
which for this purpofe were made flat, and 
divided from each other by wails. This way 
of fleeping we found extremely agreeable, as 


WOT 
1tua- 
rable 
de of 


antry fe we by that means enjoyed the cool air above 
wor: fam the reach Of gnats and vapours, with no other 
crip- fmm covering but the canopy of heaven, which in 
n, wef diferent pleafing forms unavoidably prefents 


itfelf, upcn every interruption of. reft, when 


'y fu. 
3 the mind is ftrongly difpofed to contemplation 


ale 


it we fie by folitude and filence. 

| pros We could no where difcover more beauties — 
tween min the face of the heavens, nor fewer on the 
cally, earth, than in our travels in the night through | 
s the MB the defarts of Arabia, where. it 1s impoflible to 


rfhip- MM avoid being ftruck with the contraft, in which 
Baal, @§a boundleis dreary wafte, without mountain or 
Lord, MB valicy, tree or water, or the leaft variety of co- 
nour, Mmlours, cffers a tedious famenefs to the weary 
id ra- MM traveller, while he is agreeably relieved by be- 
in ammholding that chearful moving pi€ture which 
is notf™meafures his time, direéts his courfe, and lights 
inha Melis way. The warm fancy of the 4raé foon 
Yn theM™felt the tranfition from wild admiration to fu- 
Gods MM perititious refpeét, and the paffions were en- 
its rifeM™eaged before the judgment was confulted. 
ppears MEHence the Fews frequently caught the bewitch- 
. [Pog enthufiafm; and an ancient pious native 
ky not™mo! the country feems to acknowledge the dan- 
he in-MMger of contemplating fuch beauties, while he 
rm asf™diiowns his having yielded to the temptation : 
ted 0M” Jf I beheld the fun when he fhined, or the moon 
odies, * Fob xxxi, 26, 

h | walking 
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walking inher brightne/s, and my heart hath ben 
~ fecretly enticed, or my mouth hath kiffed my hand, 
this were an iniquity, &c. 

Even Eg yst had fome objects of divine wor. 
fhip fo peculiarly the growth of that country, 
that they could never be tranfplanted. As {u. 
perftition travelled from thence northward, hhe 
changed her garb, and from the picturefque 
mixture of the hills, vales, groves and water 
in Greece, arofe the Orades, Dryades, and Nai- 
ades, with all the varieties of that fanciful my. 
thology, which none but fuch a poet as Homer, 
in fuch a country as Greece, could have con. 
nected into that form which has ever fince beey 
adopted by the poets. 
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CHAP... 1 


he City defcribed : with a general View of the 
Face of the Country in the ref of Syria, and 
ax Account of the Climate. 


ALEB, or, as it is vile by the Eng- 
lifh, Aleppo, is, according to the obfer- 
ations Of an eminent French mathematician, 
1 3° 12’ north latitude, and 1s faid to be in 
° 40° eaft longitude from the meridian of 
edie This city, the prefent metropolis of 
ria, is fituated about 60 miles from the fea, 
d with refpect to its buildings, is inferior to 
one in the Yurki/o Empire. 
Aleppo with its fuburbs is built on eight fmall 
ills, none of them of a confiderable height, 


except 


— 


64 Dr. Russe.’s Defeription of 
except one in the middle, on which the. caf 
is erected. This is of a conic form) and a: 
pears to have been in part raifed with the earj 
thrown up in forming a broad deep ditch wit 
which it is furrounded. The city is encom 
paffled by a wail now much decayed, andi 
broad ditch, in’ moft places converted. int 
gardens. Tei is three miles round; but, inclu 
ding the fuburbs, the whole is about {eve 
miles in circumference. . 

»The houfes are built of ftone, and, lik 
thofe of Cairo, furround a fquare court. Tiny 
confift of a ground floor, which is general 
arched, and an upper ftory, with a flat roo 
either covered with a terrace of hard platter 
or with ftone. ‘Their ciclings are of wool 

ainted and fometimes gilt, as are-alfo 4 
pannels of fome of their rooms, their wind 
fhutters and cupboard-doors, which have % 
handfome appearance. On the infide. of thot 
of the TYyrks are infcribed over the doors au 
windows fentences out of the Koran, or- verles 
either of their own compofing, or of the 
moft celebrated poets: while the in{cription 
in the houfes of the Chrijtians are general) 
borrowed from the facred Scriptures, 

The court, which is always neatly pave 
has moftly a jet d’eau in the centre ; and on of 
fide of it, at leaft, is a {mall {pot left un pave 
for a kind of garden, which is frequently 1 
amore than a-yard or two fquare, but it 1s ¢ 
compafied with a few flower-pots. Moft 4 
the houfes belonging to perfons of fortune hav 


within this court an arched alcove oppolite 
ti) 
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e fountain, and between them the pavement 
generally laid out in mofaic work, with 
arble of varicus colours; as is alfo the floor 
a large hall, which has a cupola roof, and 
nerally a fountain in the middle. Above 
airs is a colonade, if not round the whole 
nurt, at leaft fronting the weft. . Beyond this 
burt is another, in which are the womens. 
artments, buzlt much in the fame manner as 
e others ; and a few of them have tolerable 
ardens. 
In Aleppo are a: corfilerable number of 
ofques, a few cf which are magnificent ftruc- 
res. Each of. them has.a fquare area in the: 
ont, in the middle of which is a fountain for 
e appointed ablutions, and behind fome of 
e-larger mofques is a {mall garden. a 
There are alfo many large,kaneés, or, as they 
e generally-caNed by travellers, caravanferas. 
ach confifts of a fpacious fquare court, on all 
les of which are erected, on the ground floor, 
number of rooms, that. are occafionally ufed. 
r fables, chambers, or warehoufes. Above 
its is a colonade on each of the four fides, 
which open feveral {mall rooms, wherein 
e merchants, as well natives as ftrangers, 
anfakt moft of their bufineds. 
The ftreets are generally narrow ; and as the: 
ules have no windows that look into them, 
cept a few in the upper rooms, nothing is to 
+ feen but dead walls, which give them a 
fagreeable appearance: they are well paved, 
bwever, and kept remarkably clean. 


” 
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The bazars, or market-places, are here long, 
narrow, covered ftreets, with fmall fhops o 
each fide, juft fufficient to hold the tradefma 
and perhaps one or two more, with all his com. 
modities about him, the buyer being obliged t 
itand without. A particular bazar is _ allotted 
for each branch of bufinefs. Both thefe an 
the ftreets are locked up an hour and a half 
ter fun-fet, and many of them earlier: but the 
their doors are moftly cafed with iron, thei 
locks are of wood. 

For common. buildings the natives make uf 
of a white gritty ftone, that is every whereit 
et about the city: it is eafily cut, but grow 

aard by being expofed to the air. But in th 
gates, pillars, and pavement of their beft buil 
ings they employ a yellow marble, capable 

a tolerable polith. This is alfo the produce 
the country, ahd is often intermixed, by wa 
of ornament, with red, white, and coarfe blad 
marble, brought from other places: but wht 
they are in want of the red, they give theiro 
yellow marble that colour, by rubbing it ove 
with oil, and then putting it into a moderate 
hot oven, in which it continues for fever 
hours. : 

Several f{prings, at about five miles diftane 
fapply the city with good water, by means' 
an aqueduct, which is faid to have been bul 
by the Emprefs Helena. This water is fuffic 
ent for the neceflary purpofes of drinking al 
cookery. Almoft every houfe has alfo a wel 
but that water being brackifh, is only emply 
ed for wafhing their gourt-vards,. and: fupp! 
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long ing their refervoirs for their fountains. The 
ps ol river Cotc, the ancient Siagas, which is only 
{maim about fix or eight yards wide, pafies by the 
| COMME weftern part of the city, within a few yards of 
ged till the walls, and barely ferves to water a narrow 
llottgi flip of gardens on its banks, that extend from 
fe aim about five miles north, to about three miles” 
valf dM fouth of the town. Befides thefe gardens, there 
ut thi are a few more near Bab Allah, a village about 
» tht two miles to the north-weft, which are {upplied. 

by the aqueduct. The rifing grounds above 
ake URE the gardens, to which the water cannot be con- 
here i veyed, are in fome places laid out in vineyards, 
t grow inter{perfed with olive, fig, and piftachio trees, 
Cin a as are alfo many fpots to the eaftward, where’ 
t built there are no gardens. But inconfiderable as 
able (this river and thefe gardens may appear, they 
duct i contain almoft the only water, and all the trees 
by Wii that are to be met with for twenty or thirty 
fe blac miles round ; for the villages have no trees, 
ut wit@and moft of them are only fupplied with the 
reir OWE water the inhabitants fave in their cifterns. 
BON =6The fuel ufed in the houfes of Aleppo is 
deratelill wood and charcoal; but for heating their bag- 
 fevel@inios they burn the dung of animals, the par- 
ngs of fruit, the leaves of plants, &e. all which 
diftanincople are employed to gather and dry for that 
nea mepofe. In the city are a number of public 
en bullibagnios, which are frequented by people of all 
is fufiees and conditions, except thofe of high rank, 
cng ito generally have them in their own houfes. 
a WE" The firft entrance into a public bagnio is a 
employ ‘arse lofty room, in the midft of which is a 
1-fupp Mountain, with a bafon, that ferves for wafhine 
“@ You. XIII, G the 


tote. eenal 
i 


: - e7 Bape, — “ — 4“ - 
¢ 7 7 om — - » “ Aves 4 g. = = - 4 . -” 

Teena a ee , , grin! wh PM me - 3? a , oo - ; — -~ 
— . , Q ~ - Lan” pee” D é - oy = 

~ - 
. 7 - s ors Ss Se oe * ” - 
° : a eos _ 
: . , : ee ae Payee. me 
. 


OE BET ET eRe ar 


oe te ll re ae a ee ne) eee 2 ad okellbomdo: ana 
rs 


ae 
> eae 


ee eS 
Abert ae 


ee 
- 2 


pos 


— ee PO i ee 


a < = . 
Jee fi 
._ . 


68 Dr. Russew’s Defcription of 


the linen that hangs upon lines at a confider 
able height all over the room. In this apart: 
ment are broad benches, where they drefs ani 
undrefs. The air here is not at all influenced 
by the heat of the bath, except at the door, by 
which you pafs into a fmall room that is pretty 
warm, and from thence into a larger that 
very hot. On the fides of thefe two rooms are 
placed round ftone bafons, about two feet and 
a half in diameter, with two cocks, one of: hot, 
and the other of cold water, fo that you my 
temper it according to your pleafure ; and ther 
are copper bowls for you to lave it upon your 
body. In the corners of the inner room.a 
{mall retiring places; in one of which 1s fre. 
quently a ciftern of warm water, about fout 
feet deep, and large enough for bathing the 
whole body. All thefe rooms are covered with 
cupolas, and the inner receive their light fron 
{mall openings in their domes, which are glaz 
ed. The outer room receives its light no 
Only from the lantern of its dome, but alf 
from windows. A few of the bagnios are folel 
for the ufe of the men, and others are appre 
priated. to the women: but the generality d 
them admit both fexes, though at different 
times; the men in the morning, and the we 
men in the afternoon. 

On entering the hot room, they firft apply 
the dewa, or medicine for taking off the ha 
from the pubis and armpits. This mediciné 
is compofed of 720 drachms of quick limé, 
and 40 of orpiment powdered. This they mot 
ten a little at the time of ufing, and fuftertt 
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to remain on the fkin till the hair is quite loofe, 
when it muft be immediately wafhed off with 
great care. ‘Then one of the fervants of the bag- 
nio begins with chafing, or kneading violently, 
firft the tops of the fhoulders, and by degrees the 
whole body. When he comes to the hand, he 
pulls the joints of the fingers, fo as to make 
sach crack feparately : then laying the perfon 
on his back, with his arms acrofs his breaft, he 
aifes him forcibly by the back part of the 
neck, fo as to make the greateft part of the 
ertebre crack. He then chafes the back a 
litle more, and throwing a quantity of warm 
ater over the whole body, rubs him hard for 
fome time with a coarfe cloth, which is drawn 
ver the fervant’s hand. He is next rubbed 
over with a foap-lather ; which being wafhed 
lean Off, he puts’one towel round his middle, 
mother round his head, and perhaps a third 
wer his fhoulders ; in which manner he goes 
ut to the great room, where he generally 
mokes a pipe, drinks coffee, and perhaps eats 
ome fruit before he dreffes. 
As the women have the additional trouble of 
ombing and wafhing, as well as unplaiting 
ind plaiting their hair, befides very frequently 
at of having a number of children to wath, 
hey generally remain a confiderable time in the 
hot room ; however, they refrefh themfelves at 
ntervals, by going out into the other rooms, 
viere they fmoke, converfe and drink coffee, 
vith fome of the various parties that are com- 
Only there. Every company of two or three 
attended by an old woman, whofe bufinels is 
| ae to 


. to rub and wath them> but their joints are not 
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chafed and cracked, and the cloth with which 
they are rubbed is finer than that applied to 
the men ; however, they alfo ufe the deqwa. 
Generally fpeaking, each company of wo. 
men have their collation, which they eat in the 
middle room before drefling ; and the bagnio 
being the principal place where they have an 
opportunity of fhewing their fine cloaths, of 
feeing company, and enjoying a free converfa. 
tion even with their own fex, it is not to be 
wondered that they are very fond of it. 
Befides, the firft time a woman of the coun. 
try, whether Chriftian, Few, or Turk, goes to 


: 

| 

1 
the bagnio after bearing a child, fhe muft have 
what is called the (Zdood, that 1s, fhe is fet i? 
down in one of the wafhing places of the in- MM} 
mer room, where the midwife rubs her over 
with a compofition of nutmegs, ginger, pep- : 
per, and other fpices, made into a fort of elec. : 
tuary with honey. In this manner fhe fits foray” 
fome time, the other women, in the mean while, i 
finging and warbling with their voices in a par- F 
ticular tone, which in this country is their ufual iq * 
way of rejoicing. After this the lady is wah- ’ 


ed clean, and the ceremony finifhed. This, 
they imagine, ftrengthens them, and prevents P 
many diforders that would otherwife enfue af- f 
ter delivery. ‘They alfo ufe it after a recovery fc 
from a very fevere fit of illnefs. ip 

In a part of the fuburbs, on the oppofite fide * 
of the river to the weftward, is a glafs-houfe, 
where a coarfe kind of white glak is made 


In the fuburbs to the eaftward, are the flaugh- 
ter 
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ter houfes placed in an airy fituation, with a 


not 
hich Mam large open field before them. ‘The tanners have 
d to Hae 2 kane where they work, in the fouth-weft part 


of the town, near the river. Juft without the 
walls to the fouthward, are the lime kilns, and 
a little farther is a {mall village where the peo- | 
ple make ropes, and fpin cat-gut, which laft i 
manufacture 1s, at fome feafons, extremely of- 
fenfive. i 
vaekis For four or five miles at leaft round Aleppe, : 
o be the ground is very flony and uneven, with a 

number of eminences, moft of which are as 
oUt high as any part of the city. From the weft- 
oes to Mag outh-weft to the north-weft by weft, this une- 
have Me YOR Country extends at leaft twenty miles; but 
‘5 fet Ms interfperfed with a number of {mall fertile 


Sy of 


he ine Mae Plains. 
ove With refpeét to the face of the country of 
pep Syria in general, the coaft is bordered by very 


- elec. igh mountains, except near Seleucia, and from 
ts forgg mount Preria to mount Caffius, which is ten or 
while, fifteen miles, where it is quite level, opening 

a paffage for the river Orontes to difcharge it- 


a par: : 
Fad elf into the Mediterranean. ‘'Thefe mountaing 
‘wath- Mo covered with trees, fhrubs, and a number 


This of plants, which do not, like thofe in the 

plains, lofe their verdure during the heat of 
fummer. As they abound with fprings, thefe 
form {mall rivulets, and in a few places on the | 
fide next the fea unite into rivers, and refreth 
the plains between them and the fea fhore. Be- 
hind them, on the Jand fide, are generally’ ex- i 
nade tenfive plains, that receive great benefit from j 
laugh: the flreams that defcend from the mountains, 
te G 3 near | 
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near which they are. covered with myrtle, ole, 
‘ander, and other fhrubs.. ‘The oppofite boun. 
daries of thefe plains are moftly low, rocky, 
barren hills; but behind them are other large 
plains, which, though they are only watered 
by the rains that fall in the winter, are. exceed. 
ing fertile, This antermixture of rocky emi- 
nences and plains extends within land about 
6o or 70 miles, after which the country, called 
Arabia Deferta, is generally level as far as Ba. 7 
farab. | 

The Orontes is the only river in all Syria, 
which rifing on the land fide of the above MM: 
mountains, finds its way to the fea ; the ref, MM: 
which indeed are few and inconfiderable, be- 
ing foon abforbed by the thirfty plains through 
which they pafs: and even the Oroztes, though 
it is fupplied by many fmall rivulets from the 
Jofty mountains behind which it runs, and allo 
from the lake of Axtioch, feems as confidera- 
ble many miles above that city, as where it 
difcharges itfelf into the Mediterranean. 

The feafons are here generally exceeding re- 
gular, and at A/eppo the air is fo pure and free 
from damps, that all the inhabitants, of what. 
rank foever, fup and fleep expofed to the open 
air, from the end of May, to the beginning of 
September, in their court-yards, or upon: the 
houfe-tops, without fuffering the leaft incon- 
venience. ‘The natives reckon the feverity of 
the winter to laft only forty days, beginning 
from the 12th of December, and ending on the 
zoth of Fanuary ; and indeed this computation 
comes near the truth. However, during this 

| time 
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Ole, time the air is extremely piercing, particularly 


oun. fe to ftrangers, even though they are but juit | 
cky, fm come from a cold climate. Yet during the 13 
arge fm years Mr. Rufel refided there, the ice was not 
ered fm above three times of fufficient ftrength to bear 
eed. Maman, and that with caution, and-only in a 


fituation where the fun-beams never reached 
it, The fnow, inten years of this time, never 
remained on the ground above a day; andeven 
in the depth of winter, when the fun fhines 
out and there is no wind, the weather is warm, 
yria, fmand fometimes almoft hot. Hence narciffufes 
bove Mare in flower during all this feafon, and violets 
reft, MM appear at the latedt before it is quite-over. 
, be- As February advances, the fields, which were 
ough MM before partly green, by the fpringing up of the 
ough MMlatter grain become entirely covered with an 
n the MM agreeable verdure ; and though the trees in ge- 
1 alfo Mineral continue without leaves till about the be- 
dera- Mginninge of March, yet the almond, when la- 
re it @jtelt, being in bloffom before the middle of Fe- 
_ BBéruary, and quickly fucceeded by the apricot, 
peach, 9c, the gardens make an agreeable ap- 


emi- 
bout 
alled. 
Baj- 


g re- 
1 free 


what. Mmpleafant ; but is of fhort duration. For as 
open March brings it on with rapidity, fo 4pri/ with 
ng of MMequal hafte advances towards fummer; and the 
n- the Mgay livery worn by the fields during thefe two 


ncon- Mmonths, and indeed through moft of the win- 
ity of Miter, fades before the middle of May ; and about 
aning Jette clofe of that month the whole country 
yn the Millumes fo parched and barren an afpeét, that 


tation 
g this | 
time 


you would fcarce think it capable of producing 
any thing befides the few hardy plants that ftill 
| are 


pearance. ‘The {pring now becomes extremely . 
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are able to refift the extreme heat. From this 
‘time, not one refrething fhower falls, and farce _ 
a friendly cloud ever appears to fhelter yoy 
from the fays of the fun, till about the middle 
of September, when there generally falls a little 
rain either at Aleppo or n its neighbourhood, 
which greatly refrefhes the air. From thefe 
firft rains till the fecond, is an interval of be- 
tween 20 and 30 days, during which the wea. 
ther is temperate, ferene, and extremely de 
Jightful ; when if the rains have been plenti- 
ful, though but of a few hours duration, the 
country fpeedily affumes a new face. After 
the fecond rains the weather becomes variable, 
and winter approaches by fuch flow degrees, 
that the greateft part of the trees retain their 
leaves tiil the middle of November. 

Aleppo is feldom troubled with very hard 
gales of wind ; the coldeft in the winter are 
thofe that blow between the eaft and north-wef, 
and the nearer they are to the former point, 
the colder they are during that feafon, and 
part of the fpring ; but from the beginning of 
May to the end of September, thofe very winds 
refemble the hot air ifluing out of the mouth 
of anoven. The only remedy againft them is 
to fhut all the doors and windows ; for though 
they are not fatal, they are extremely trouble. 
fome, by caufing in moft people a painful lan- 
guor, and difficulty of breathing. However, 
many fummers pafs without them, and during’ 
our Author’s ftay, in no fummer there were more 
than four or five days of them ; for though the 
¢afterly and northerly winds reign moft in the 
| water, 
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winter, yet Providence has wifely ordered it, 
that thofe that are wefterly are moft frequent in 
the fummer ; without which, confidering the 
intenfe heat of the fun’s rays, with their re- 
flection from a bare rocky tract of ground, and 
the white ftone walls of the houfes, the coun- 
try would be fcarcely habitable. 
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Of the Inhabitants of Aleppo, with an Accoune 
of their Manners and Cuftoms. 


HE inhabitants of the city and fuburbs 
of Aleppo are computed at about 235,000, 


T a Blof whom 200,000 are J; urks, 30,000 are Chri/tz- 
-wel ans, and the remaining 5000 ‘ews. But tho” 
ed they are of fuch different religions, they feem 
A a be nearly the fame people ; nor are the Chri/- 
ing” Watians much fuperior to their neighbours in vir- 
winds Tih rye. The greateft number of them are Greeks, 
mouth Mthe moft numerous next to them are the 4r- 
cps rs menians, next to them the Syrians, and then 
hough BM the Maronites ; each of whom have a church in 
— apart of the fuburbs, where moft of them re- 


fide. The vulgar language is Arabic; but the 
vevels MTurks of rank ufe the Turkifb; mokt of the 4r- 


oie menians can {peak Armenian; many of the Jews 
: a underftand Hebrew ; but few Syrians can {peak 
Re he Syriac; and {carce one of the Greeds underftands 


a word of either ancient or modern Grecé. 


yinter, 


The 
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The people are generally of a middle ftature, 
' indifferently well made, and rather lean than 
fat; but are neither vigorous nor active. Thofe HM; 
of the city are of a fair complexion; buat the 
peafants, and fuch as are obliged to be much 
abroad in the fun, are fwarthy. ‘Their hair is 
ufually black, or of a dark chefnut colour; 
and it is very rare to fee any but black eyes 
among them. Both fexes when young are to. 
lerably handfome; but as the women arrive 
early at maturity, they foon fade, and in ge 
neral look old at thirty. The greateft part of 
them are married between the age of fourteen 
and eighteen, and often fooner: but the ten 
der paflion of love can have little fhare in thefe 
marriages, the young people never feeing each 
other till the ceremony is performed. Ai flen- 
der waiit is fo far from being admired, thatit 
is confidered as a deformity ; ; fo that they do, 
all they can to make themfelves plump and 
luity. y 
While the men are girt round very tight Mimi 
with a fafh, the girdles of the women are both Ha 
flight, narrow, and loofely put on; which, BW 
with the warmth of the climate, and the fre- 
quent ufe of the bagnio, may be one princ- 
pal reafon why their labours are much ealier 
than thofe of the women in Exgland; the mot 
delicate being feldom confined above ten of 
twelve days, and thofe in the villages are ge- 
nerally able to go about their employments the 
next day. Women of all conditions fuckle 
¢heir own children, and feldom wean them till 
exrhet 
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either the mother is again with child, or the 
infant is three or four years of age. 

If an allowance be made for the fuperiority 
which the Mahometans affume over all who are 
of another faith, the people of diftinGtion in 


ure,” 
than 
hofe 
t the 
auch 
Ur 18 


sur; fe Aleppo may juftly be efteemed courteous and po- 
eyes Mumlite. The opinion of this fuperiority is ob- 
e to. fm ferved to increafe in proportion to the people’s 
rrive Mmvicinity to Mecca: hence the natives of Aleppo 


_ 


have a greater fhare of it than thofe of Smyrna 
rt of HM or Conffantinople ; thouglf, even here, it is much 
rteen Mm declined within thefe few years; and feveral 
tens fm Baffas have conferred public honours on Euro- 
thefe MiB peans, that would formerly have caufed great 
each Mm popular difcontents. The common people have 


flens Mian affected gravity, with fome fhare of diffimu- 
hat it Mlation ; and are fo apt to be quarrelfome, that 
y do, Mone can feldom pafs a few yards in the ftreets. 
» and Mwithout being witnefs to fome noify broil; and 

yet in many years you may never fee a blow 
tight M@iiruck, except the perfon who gives it be well 
both MMalisred that it will not be returned. But not- 
hich, #Wwith{tanding their being prone to anger on the 
e fre- molt trifling occafions, no people in the world 
rinci- #can be more calm when their intereft requires 
eafict Mt. However, though this be in general a true 
> moit @reprefentation, our Author obferves, that gra- 
en of Mmtitude and juftice require him to add, that there 


e ge- Miiare perfons among them of all religions, whom 
its the Mine found by experience to be poffefied of the 
fuckle Mutmoit honour. and integrity. 

m tll MP Some of the old men dye their beards, and 


the old wamen their hair, of a red colour, with 
heana, which gives them a very whimfical ap- 
pearance 3 


either 
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pearance; and many of the men dye thei 
beards black, to conceal their age. However, 
few of the women paint, except among the 
Jews, and the common proftitutes ; bat they 
ufually black their eye-brows, or make a. 
tificial ones. It is alfo become a general prar. 
tice among the women of Aleppo, to black the 
infide of their eye-lids with the powder of lead 
ore. In doing this they take a cylindrica 
piece of filver, fteel, or ivory, made vey 
{mooth, and of the thicknefs of a common 
probe. This they wet with water, in order 
that the powder may ftick to it, and introdu. 
cing it under the eye-lid, draw it along be 
tween that and the eye; by which means the 
infide of the eye-lid is blacked, and a narrow 
black rim is formed all round the edge. This 
is fometimes practifed by the men ; but thenit 
is confidered as foppifh. 
The women have another fingular method of 
adorning themfelves, the practice of whichis 
general among thofe of all ranks and religions ae 
This is dying the tips of the fingers and toes, 
with a few fpots on the hands and feet, of 
dirty yellow with henna, great quantities of 
which are brought from Egypt for that purpole 
This looks very difagreeable to an European 
The more polite manner is to have the greatel 
part of the hands and feet ftained in the form 
of rofes and other figures, and the dye mad 
of a dark green, by afterwards applying fl 
armoniac and a little quick lime. But afte 
fome days this begins to change, and at lal 
looks as naity as the other. . nT 


ne m_—— 3606 A = ile aa ani och oo See Re 


ae 


Th 


ALEPPO, and the adjacent Parts. 79 


_ The women in fome of the villages, and all 
the Arabs and Chinganas in this country, wear 
alarge filver or gold ring through the exter- 
nal, cartilage of their right noftril, fome of 
which our Author has feen an inch and a half 
in diameter. It is alfo ufual for thefe people 
by ~ of ornament to mark their under lip, 
and likewife their breaft and arms, with a blue 


colour, by pricking the part with a needle, and 
rubbing it with a certain powder, which leaves 
an indelible mark, like that fometimes made 
by gunpowder in the fame manner, on the 
arms of failors, Sc. in England. 

Thefe Chinganas are a race of people that are 


efteemed the plague of Aleppo. They nearly 
relemble the Arabs, and, like fome tribes of 
them, live in tents; but are not acknowledged 
by them, ‘They are extremely poor: a few of 
them, who are encamped round the fkirts of 
the city, hire themfelyes for labourers, and 
other menial offices; but the greateft number 
come thither from all parts in the fpring, to 
afift in reaping the corn. 

Tobacco is {moked to excefs by all che men, 
itd many of the women of Aleppo. Their pipes 
are made of the twig of a rofe-bufh, cherry- 
tree, (Jc. bored for that purpofe. ‘Thofe ufed 
by perfons of diftinétion are five or fix feet 
ong, and adorned with filver. The bowl is 
df clay, and often changed; but the pipes 
themfelves laft for years. 

The people have no notion of the benefit of 
xercife, either for the prefervation of health, 
r the cure of difeafes; and it is with reluctance 

Vou. XII. H that 
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that they ufe much of it either for bufinefs 
pleafure. ‘The people of condition and their i 
dependants muft in fome meafure be excepted, Mm 
they being commonly aétive on horfeback and 
in fporting, and very dexterous in throwing Mi. 
the jareed, a kind of javelin or fmall ftick, iM 
about two feet and a half long. This is done fam 
in their mock fights; in which it is furprizing 
to fee with what dexterity they manage their i 
horfes, fo as to avoid running againit each 

d 

¢ 

t 
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other, when numbers are galloping feemingly 
in the greateft diforder. ‘This exercife is, how- 
ever, feldom ufed, and hardly compenfates for 
the hours they {pend i in indolently lolling on 
their divans, in which the generality pafs much 
the greateft part of their time. 

As they have no coaches, perfons of rank 
ride on horfeback in the city, with a number 
of fervants walking before them, in proportion 
to their flation; which, though not fo conve 
nient in bad weather, has certainly a mor 
manly, if not a grander look than our coaches 
The ladies, even of the greateft diftinction, 
are obliged to walk on foot, both in the city, 
and when they go to a garden at a moderat 
diftance. In longer journeys the women 0 
rank are carried by mules in a litter, clofe co 
vered up ; and thofe of an inferior flation ar 
on thefe occafions commonly ftowed on eatt 
fide of a mule, in a kind of covered cradles. 

Mot of the natives go to bed in good tim 
and rife early in the morning, fleeping in the 
drawers, and at leaft in one or two waiftcoats: 
fome in winter have on their furs. ‘They It 

Of 
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ona mattrefs laid on the floor; over which is 


ef; op ME? het, and in winter a carpet, or fome other 
their a Woollen covering, the other fheet being fewed 
pted, f° the quilt. When the time for repofe draws 
lk and nigh, they fit on this mattrefs, and fmoke their 


pipe, till they find themfelves fleepy ; then lay 
themfelves down, and leave their women to 
cover them when they are afleep. Many of 
the people of fafhion are lulled to reft by foft 
mufic, or Arabian tales, which their women 
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ftick, 
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~ each ate taught to repeat. If they happen to awake 
ningly inthe night, they fit up, fill their pipe, have 
oa a difh of coffee made, and fometimes, efpe- 
or fi cially in the long winter nights, eat fome of 
ing on their {weet paftry, and thus fit till they atop 
much 22ceP @gain. 


The coffee-houfes of Aleppo are frequented 
€ sankey Bone but the vulgar, who are there enter- 
tamed by a concert of mufic, a ftory-teller, an 
obfeene kind of puppet-fhow, and fometimes 
by jugglers and tumblers. Thefe are their only 
public entertainments. 

Within doors their entertainments are play- 
ing at chefs, draughts, mankala, tabuduk, and 
the play of the ring. With this laft the great 
men often amufe themfelves in the winter even- 
bags. Itconfifts in guefling under what coffee- “CUP, 
out Of a number placed on a large falver, the 
ning is hid. Several on each fide are engaged 
in this play, and thofe who win have the pri- 
Vilege of blacking the faces of their antago- 
4 tio bits, putting fool’s caps’ on their heads, and 
cha making them ftand before them while they fing 
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an extempore fong in their own praife, and ig 
derifion of the lofers. However none but thei 
fervants or ordinary people are treated in this 
manner. Among the Turks gaming is only 
ufed for amufement; but fometimes they will 
go fo far as to play for a treat. 

Dancing is not here efteemed an accomplih- 
ment, it being only practifed by thofe who make 
a trade of it, whofe dexterity chiefly conlifts in 
the motion of their arms and bodies, and putting 
themfelves in different attitudes, many of which, 
particularly of the women, are not the mot 
decent. At their feftivals they have alfo wret- 
lers, who refemble the ath/ete of the ancients, 
in anointing their naked bodies ; for they have 
nothing on but a pair of breeches. They ftrut 
and vaunt at their entrance, fo as to raife our 
expectations ; but they make a poor figure in 
the performance. It muft alfo be added, that 


buffoons are the conftant attendants at all merry- 


makings, without whom the' mirth and conver 
fation of the people would foon lJanguifh. 
The mufic of the country is of two forts; 
one for the field, and the other for the cham- 
ber. The martial mufic confifts of trumpets, 
cymbals, a kind of fhort hautboy fhriller 


than ours, large drums, the upper head of 


which is beat upon with a heavy drumitick, 
and the lower with a flender ftick; and {mall 
drums, beat after the manner of our kettle 
drums. 

For their chamber mufic, they have the 


guittar, the dulcimer, the dervifes flute, the 


frap fiddle, a couple of {mall drums, and the 
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dif, which is principally ufed to beat time to 
the voice, the moft difagreeable of all their 
mufic; for they bellow moft hideoufly. The 
dif is a hoop, over which a piece of parch- 
ment is extended, and fometimes pieces of 
brafs are fixed in it to make a jingling ¢ it is 
beat with the fingers, and is the true tympanum 
ofthe ancients. ‘They havealfo a kind of flute 


tcin ME ke the ancient fyrinx, but few of them can 
ting play upon it; and a fort of bagpipe, which 
hich, numbers of idle fellows play upon round the 


fkirts of the town, in order to get money from 
the paflengers, Tho’ the people here have 
names for the different meafures in mufic, they 
are unacquainted with mufical notes, as well as 
with the bafs and other parts of mufic: they 
play by the ear, and keep time exactly, every 
inftrument playing the fame tune. 
The people are in general extremely ilhte- 
erry- rate; for many Baffas, farmers of the cuitoms, 
and confiderable merchants can neither read 
ncrwrite. However of late years, their youth 
are better taught than formerly, though their 
ham- fa ccucation feldom extends farther than being juft 
pets able to read a little of the Koran, and to write 
riller M2 °O™Mmon letter. They are entirely ignorant 
d of Mo! the ufe of chemiftry in medicine, and their 
fick, Erica, who pretend to difcover all difeafes 
y the pulfe, make no fcruple to quote the 
ettlee Me cuthority of Hippocrates, Galen and Ebenfina, 
In fupport of the moft abfurd and ridiculous 
» the mecP'tions. ‘Their poets are much more worthy 
theme: 20tice ; for a poetical genius fometimes ap- 


d the 5 ie ae pears 


et lat i a. Elle wa CBI ee acess 


a Y- > . cc =e ee a 
—_ ——e wale taad =) eee es Ser : 
w —— ee ee ~ 
Oe Sct Ee Ci 


‘ mage -. pr, a me re ~ a 
as = : + 
oe edi et “. 

SD LO RT TN a cm ee 


- 
ann nage a 

pesmns nail 
~~ —-_ 
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pears among them, and produces pieces that 
are juftly efteemed. 

In the faft of Radaman they neither eat, 
drink, nor fmoke, from the dawn of the day 
till fun-fet; but the fun is no fooner down, 
than. they eat a hearty meal; and thofe who can 
afford to fleep in the day, eat and drink the 
greateft part of the night, living fo luxurioully, 
that they generally fpend as much money mn 
that one month, as in any two months in the 
year: but thofe who are obliged to be abroad 
in the day, fuffer a great deal during this 
faft. | 

Wine and fpirits are only drank by the licen. 
tious and irreligious Turks; ‘but the number of 
thefe 1s greater than one would imagine; for 


thefe liquors being prohibited by their religion, 


they chiefly drink in fecret at their gardens, or 


privately in the night, and when they once 
begin, generally drink to preat excefs. 

They are obliged by their religion to wah 
before their prayers, which are five times in 
the twenty-four hours, and whenever they eafe 
nature. As they take up their meat with their 
fingers, they are alfo under the neceflity of 
wathing after every meal, and the more cleanly 
likewife always wath before they eat. Befides, 
whenever they cobabit with the women they 
are obliged to bathe before they can fay thei 
rayers; fo that they are almott all day dab- 

ling in the water. | 
Though the Koran exprefsly allows them four 
women, whether wives or concubines, yet as 
they are obliged to pay money for their we 
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few of any rank have more than two; while 
the poorer fort have feldom more than one, 
and hardly ever keep a miftrefs: thofe of mid- 
dling circumftances have, however, fometimes 
three cr four miftreffes, and I have known 
thofe of greater opulence who have kept 
forty, befides the women employed in the 
menial offices of the family ; for notwithitand- 
ing the law of Mahomet, the people here be- 
lieve this to be lawful. It may appear ftrange 
that fuch a number fhould agree tolerably to- 
gether: But it muft be confidered, that they 
are accuftomed from their infancy to a fervile 
obedience ; that the hufband can divorce his 
wife at pleafure without affigning any caufe, 
and fell thofe for flaves by whom he has had no 
children. Befides, the wife has alfo a check 
tpon the hufband; for his divorcing her 1is at- 
tended with expence, as he muft not only lofe 
the money fhe at firft coft him ; but there 1s ge- 
nerally a fum equal to it, to be paid in cafe he 
fhould divorce -her. 
Marriages are in this country commonly 
brought about by the ladies, the mothers intro- 
ducing themfelves into company where they 
expect to fee girls who are dilengaged ; and 
when they have found one they think agree- 
able, they propofe the match to her mother. 
Afterwards, if the affair is likely to be deter- 
mined, fhe is demanded in form of her parents 
by the young man’s father, the price is fixed 
that he is to pay for her, and a licence 1s pro- 
cured from the Cady. Each of the young folks 
then appoint a proxy, who with feveral of the 
male 
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male relations go to the Imam, or prieft, whe 
on finding that they are regularly or 
afks the one if he is willing to buy the bride 
for fuch a fum? and the other, if he be fatis. 
fied with it? and being anfwered in the affix 
mative, he joins their hands, and the mon 
being paid, the bargain is concluded witha 
prayer out of the Koran. 

After this the bridegroom may take her 
home, whenever he thinks proper; and the day 
being fixed, he fends a meflage to her family to. 
let them know it. ‘The fum with which he 

urchafed her is laid out in furniture for one 
chamber, with cloaths, and ornaments fer the 
bride, whofe father makes fome addition ac- 
cording to his circumftances, which are carried i th 
with great pomp to the bridegroom’s houle, Hn 
He .at the fame time invites his friends and HB, 
acquaintance, all of whom fend prefents, whe- HM}, 
ther they think proper to go or not. On the Ho 
day appointed, thé women go from the bride- 
groom’s to the bride’s houfe, and bring her Hid 
home to his, accompanied by her mother, and Hj: 
other female relations, where each fex make Be 
merry in feparate apartments tll night. The Hic 
men then drefs the bridegroom, | after which 
he is introduced into the women’s apartment, 
where he is met by his own female relations, 
who dance and fing before him to the ftairs 
foot of the bride’s chamber, who is brought 
half way down ftairs to receive him, veiled with 
a piece of red gauze, and fometimes her fore- 
head and cheeks are covered with leaf gold, 
gut 
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cut in various forms. He then conducts her 
up fairs, and they are left together. 

The Turks at Aleppo being much addicted to 
jealoufy, they confine their women as much as 
pofible, and feldom allow them to vifit even 
their own fex. ‘The hufband is however 
obliged to fuffer them to go often to the bagnio ; 
and Mondays and Thurfdays are a fort of licenfed 
days, in which they are permitted to vifit the 
tombs of their deceafed relations and the 
faints; which giving them an opportunity of 
walking abroad in the fields and gardens, they 
have contrived that almoft every Thurfday in 
the fpring bears the name of a particular 
Sheik, whofe tomb they -muft vifit. When 
they go abroad, they wear white veils, fo ma- 
naged that nothing appears but their eyes, and 
aimall part of the nofe. They are ufually in 
large companies, and have always either an 
old woman or a young lad for a guard. 

On the death of a Turk, the women imme- 
diately fet up a fhriek, which is continued till 
the body is interred ; but this is foon difpatch- 
ed, for the corpfe is kept no longer than is ne- 
ceflary to acquaint the relations who live in the 
town. They firft wafh the body, and then 
ftop up all the natural paflages with cotton, to 
prevent any moifture from oozing out, which 
would render the body unclean; then wrap- 
ping it up in a clean cotton cloth, they lay it 
ina kind of coffin, nearly refembling ours ; 
only the lid rifes with a ledge in the middle, 
and at the head is a wooden battoon about a 
foot long, on which the man’s head-drefs is 

| placed ; 
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placed; but if it be a woman, there is a head. 


drefs flat on the top like a trencher, over which Hy} 
is thrown an handkerchief. In the middle of My, 
the pall is a {mall piece of the old covering of HM of 
the holy houfe.of Mecca, the reft being of no Hi}; 
particular colour or ftuff. Upon the pall lies Hy 
fome of the beft cloaths belonging to the de. My, 
ceafed. T' 

The corpfe being carried out, a number of Hy) 
Sheiks with their tattered banners walk firt, HR da 
then come the male friends, and after them the Hay 
corpfe, carried on a bier upon mens fhoul- Bh 
ders, with the head foremoft; and as every HM we 
paffenger thinks it meritorious to lend fome Hy) 
little help on thefe folemn occafions, the bear- Hi ¢j 


ers are Often relieved. ‘The neareft male rela- 

tions immediately follow, and the women with H pp: 
dreadful fhrieks clofe the proceffion, while the I fd 
men all the way fing prayers out of the Ko- Mf, 
ran. ‘Thus they proceed to a mofque, where Ha 
the bier is fet down in the court-yard, anda Mii th 
fervice faid by the Imam: after which it is MMpy 
carried, in the fame order as before, to the Hy} 
burying place, of which there is only one Mey 
public in the city, all the others being in the to 
fields. ‘The graves, whicp lie eaft and wel, 
are lined with ftone. ‘The corpfe is taken out, I are 
and put on the right fide, in a pofture between HM th 
fitting and lying, with the head to the weftward, HM to 
fo that the face may be to the fouth, towards Mor 
Mecca : a little earth being put behind the body Hith, 
to keep it fteady, the grave is covered with Mive; 
long ftones that go acrofs, and prevent the ithe 
garth they put over them from falling in ” fee 
) hd 
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the corpfe. The Imam throws on the firft 
handful of earth, faying a prayer for the foul 
of the deceafed, and exhorting fuch as hear 
him to be mindful of their end. After him, 
every one prefent throws on a handful of earth, 

fying, ** God be merciful to the deceafed.” 
The neareft relations pray at the grave on the 
third, feventh, and fortieth days, as alfo the 
day twelve-month after the perfon’s deceafe ; 
and every Monday or Thur/day the women ftrew 
the grave with leaves and flowers. The men 
wear nO mourning, but the women lay afide 
their ornaments, and wear their graveft coloured 
cloaths. 

We fhall now take a view of the cuftoms and 
manners of the Chri/fians, who compofe fo con- 
fiderable a part of the city. In keeping their 
fafts they are generally very rigorous: but if 
a phyfician declares their life to be in danger, 
the Greeks, Syrians, and Maronets, will often 
break their faft; but the Armenians are gene- 
rally fo very ftri& in this particular, that not 
even the prefervation of life can prevail on them 
to interrupt it for a fingle day. 

The Chriftian women, when they go abroad, 
are as clofely veiled as thofe of the Turks ; but 
they are feldom permitted to go any where but 
tochurch, to the bagnio, to their phyficians, 
or now and then to vifit a relation. A few of 
them allow their wives two or three times a 
year to go to the gardens; but others, though 
they are not a mile from their houles, never 
ee one in their lives. 

They 


-he being brought and drefled in his work 
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They are generally. contracted while chil. 
dren by their parénts; and there being no ma. 
terial difference in the marriage ceremonies of 
the different fects, a defcription of thofe of the 
Maronites may ferve as a f{pecimen of all the 
reft. The bride having been demanded, the 
bridegroom’s relations are invited to an enter. 
tainment at the houfe of the bride’s father, to 
&x the wedding day; the parties themfelves 
not being cenfulted. On the afternoon of the 
day appointed, they again go to the bride's 
houfe, and after fupper return ta that of the 
bridegroom, who has not yet appeared; for he 
is by cuftom obliged to. hide himfelf, and is 
not to be found, till they have made a feen- 
ingly ftriét fearch for him. ‘This is done, and 


cloaths, great noife and rejoicings are made. MBhe 
He and the bridemanm are now led {feveral 
times about the court in a noify proceffion, and 
then conduéted into a room, where their wed- 
ding cloaths are laid out in form: a Prieft then 
fays a long prayer over them; and being drefled, Mhe 
they are led back into the court, with thoi 
fame ceremony as before. At midnight, ora 
few hours after, the relations, accompanied by 
all of both fexes who have been invited to the 
wedding, again return in proceffian to the houfe 
where the bride is, mufic playing before them, 
and each holding a candle. On their coming 
to the door, it is fhut againft them; and on 
their knocking and demanding the bride, they 
are refufed admittance. Upon which a mock 
ficht enfues; but the bridegroom’s party are 
always 
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always conquerors, The women then lead the 
bride out of the chamber, covered all over with 
aveil, and fhe is carried in proceffion to the 
bridegroom’s, accompanied only by one or twe 
of ner fifters, or neareft female relations. Be- 
ing feated among the women at the upper-end 
ef the room, fhe continues covered with a veil 


itet- Hof red gauze, and, like a ftatue, muft neither 
> (Meck nar move, except rifing to every perfon 
elves MMwho comes into the room, which is notified to 
; the Miiher by one of the women who fits by hes’; for 
1de’s MMhe muft not open her eyes. The remainder 
the Hf the night is paffed in noify mirth, by each 
or he Mex in their feparate apartments, there being 
id is Mo want of {weatmeats, truit, wine and arrack ; 
cém- Mor now few retire to rett. 


At about nine the next morning the Bifhop 


worl Mir Prieft comes to perform the ceremony. All 
ade. MBhe women are veiled: the bride ftands entire- 
veral Hy covered, fupported by two women, the 
and HBridemaid ftanding by to keep the veil well 
weds djufted. The bridegroom, drefled in a gaudy 


be, going in with the Bifhop, is placed on 
efied, Whe bride’s left hand, with his brideman by 
1 the Mim ; and a fhort fervice being performed, the 
thop puts a crown firft on the bridegroom’s 
ead, and then on the heads ef the bride, the 
deman and bridemaid. Afterwards joining 
¢ hands of the bridegroom and bride, he con- 
hues the fervice, and after fome time puts a 
mids Meng on the bridegroom’s finger, and delivers 
nd 0A Mother to the bridemaid to be put on that of 
_ they Hie bride. Near the conclufion of the fervice, 
mock Mi ties a piece of tape or ribbon round the 
y aR Vou, XIII. I bride- 
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bridegroom’s neck, and in the afternoon 4 
Prieit comes to take it of. The ceremony be. 
ing concluded, the bridegroom, and all thef 
men, retire again to their own apartment, where 
they drink coffee, and fit very gravely while iim 
the Bifhop itays, which is not long; for dinner fi 
being immediately ferved up for him and a few 
others, he foon dines and takes his leave ; on iy 
which they inftantly refume their noify mirth mm . 
Great quantities of provifions are drefled;. andi 
feveral tables covered, both for dinner and {up- i « 
per; and there is ufually plenty of wine, ari , 
rack, coffee, and tobacco. t 
At about eleven or twelve at night, thay , 
bridegroom is led in proceflion to the bridesi 
chamber, where prefenting her a glafs of wine 
fhe drinks to him, and he having returned the 


C 

compliment, is conduéted back with the fama , 
ceremony. ‘The mufic during the whole ting ,, 
continues playing, buffoons and other of thei ,, 
diverfions are going forwards, and the houie i t 
ufually full of company, till the next day in thay ., 
afternoon, when they all retire, except a fem 7 
intimate friends, who fup with the bridegroomm™ ;; 
end about midnight leave him heartily fa 9. 
tigued, to retire to the bride’s chamber. _ pe 
All who have been invited to the wedding }, 
fend prefents, and for feveral days after tM f, 
marriage is confummated, flowers are fent J 4, 
the bride by all her female acquaintance. fe} 
that day feven-night after the celebration @@ ), 


the marriage, the bride’s relations come to! 
fit her, and an entertainment is provided f 
them. But in this country it 1s not dectt 
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for a bride to fpeak to amy perfon for at leatt a 
4M month, except a few words to her hufband ; 
r be- and this the Armenians are fo unreafonable as to 
| the § extend to a year. ‘The old women generally 
vhere give them a ftrict charge about this, particu- 
whilt MM arly not to talk to the hufband too foon. 
inner The Europeans or Franks refiding in Aleppo 
afew are chiefly Exglifo and French. Of the former 
>; ONE are the Conful, the chaplain, chancellor, phy- 
nirth. MM fician, ten merchants, and the cheaux, an offi- 
; an cer of ceremony, the fame with one among the 
1 {up- ME Tyrks of that name, who walks before the 
©, a Conful with a ftaff tipped with filver ; he alfo 
takes care of the letters, and is employed as a 
t, the meflenger, ‘The French havea Coniul, and the 
pride’s other officers, with druggomen of their own na- 
WING tion, and double the number of merchants and | 
ed the clerks. Under the protection of the French 
€ fame are likewife three convents in the city, and 2 
€ tM collese of Fe/uits. The Dutch have a Conful 
f thet refiding here, but no other perfon of that coun- 
joule | try. ‘There are alfo a few Venetian merchants 
rin tha and Tralian Fews. The greateft part of the 
a fe European merchants live in kanes, in the prin- 
prooma cipal quarter of the city ; in which the ground 
ily {i foor derves for their warehoufes, and the up- 
Ma per flory is fitted up for their dwellings, by 
yedaitl buildings between the pillars of the colonade, 
ter w forming a long corridore, opening on which 
fent WE are a number of rooms, fo that they much re- - 
e. ORF fembté cloyfters; and as thefe merchants are 
ation * unmarried, and their communication with the 
€ tO" people of the country is almoft folely on 
ided ft account of trade, their way of life greatly 
cect ae I2 refembles 
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refembles the monaftic. ‘They formerly wor 


the Turkif> habit, retaining only the hat th 
and wig by way of diftinétion; but of late Hi ®# 
years the far pteater part of them continue iy ie 
their proper drefs. | b 
WN 
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Of the Beafts, Birds, Infe&s, and Vegetable: is : 
Syria, and particularly near Aleppo. ft 


| HE few black cattle near the city are b 

chiefly ufed for the plough, or in draw. im" 

ing water for the gardens. Moft of thofe em i * 

ployed for that purpofe are very large, with ré 

‘markable long legs, and great bellies: The i 
other cattle of this fpecies are fmall, and all in 

general have very fhort horns. As the Turk Hi" 

feldom eat beef, what is killed is chiefly for 

the Europeans, who have it good at all feafons, 

particularly in fummer; the natives ftill allow. am” 


ing the cattle employed to tread out the corn, I ° 
to eat what they pleafe. . 
There are abundance of buffaloes in fome f° 
parts of Syria, but near Aleppo very few, and 
thofe chiefly kept for their milk. Matton si” 
plentiful, fat and good, throughout the whole i ‘ 

_ year; and lamb is to be had in every feafon. ; 
They have there two forts of fheep; the one fi * 
refembling the larger kinds in Britain, only 


their tails are fomewhat longer and thicker: 


the others are the moft numerous, and are thole 
often 
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often mentioned by travellers on account of 
their extraordinary tails, which are very broad 
and large, terminating in a {mall appendage 
that turns back upon it, and is of a fubftance 
between fat and marrow, ufually weighing up- 
wards of fifteen pounds ; but fuch as are of the 
larpeft breed, and have been fattened, have 
tails that fometimes weigh fifty pounds. As 
incredible as this may feem, it is ftriétly true. 
Thofe in Aleppo being kept up in yards, are in 
no danger of injuring their tails; but in fome 
other places, where they feed in the fields, the 
fhepherds are obliged to fix a piece of thin 
board to the under part of the tail, to prevent 
its being torn by bufhes, thiftles, and rocks, 
as it is not covered underneath with thick wool 
like the upper part; and fome have fmall 
wheels to facilitate the dragging of this board 
after them: whence they have been faid by 
travellers to have carts to carry their tails, 

They have likewife two kinds of goats, one 
telembling thofe in Britain, and the other as * 
remarkable for the length of their ears, as the 
above-mentioned fheep for the largenefs of their 
tals, Thefe goats are fomewhat bigger than 
ours; but their ears are often a foot long, and 
of a proportionable breadth. They are chiefly 
kept for their inilk, which is fweet and well 


tated. About the beginning of 4pri/ great 
numbers are brought to the city, which are 
every morning driven through the flreets, and 
their milk fold as they pafs, till September. 
The butter and cheefe are bad, and made in- 

I 3 diferi- 
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difcriminately of the milk of cows, buffaloes # 
fheep and goats. mul 

The corvntry abounds with two forts of an, A 
telopes, of which that of if mountains 1s.the iN cre 
moft beautiful: its back and neck are of a dak tain 
brown, and the antelope of the plain is ne. Mianir 
ther fo fwift nor fo well made; yet both for MMM lear 
are fo:extremely fleet, that the greyhound, MM call 
though very good, can feldom take them, un. Mi not 


Jefs in foft deep ground. thar 
There are alfo plenty of hares ; but the na MM but 
tives are not fond of them, except the Arab, MM hun 
who have a very extraordinary method of drel. MM rob! 
fing them. They dig a hole in the earth, Mopp 
which they fill with light brufh-wood, and fe V 
it on fire: when thoroughly lighted, ‘the hai but 
with the fkin and entrails, juft as it was taken, Mim jack 
is thrown into it; and after the flame has cea(ed, MM that 
they cover up the hole with the loofe earth * 
dug out of it, which at firft had been lag 
round the edge fo as to grow hot. Thus it spy. 
Jeft till they judge i it to be fufficiently roafted; 1 
and then, throwing a handful of falt over itm oun 
they eat it without any farther drefling. the 
In the city are kept a few tame rabbits ga ban 
chiefly for the tables of the Eurogeans ; and Ba/ 
wild hog is fometimes brought from abroadji hap 
which is efteemed by the Zagh/ as a great BM yet 
rity. The country likewife fords a few poi the 
cupines, that are not often tafted by the Eure 


peans 5 and there are land turtle and frogs ( 
reat abundance, which are eaten by thote (im furr 
| the Romi eligion, : Bag 
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Of the beafts of burden are horfes, afles, 
mules, and three feveral forts of camels. 

Among the rocky hills are hyenas, but they 
ere not fo large as thofe found in the moun- 
tains. Some writers haye reported, that this 
animal will imitate the human voice, and even 
learn fome of the fhepherds names, fo as to 
call them out and devour them, But this is 
not true; for they are fonder of the flocks 
than of the fhepherd, and will not attack men 
but in their own defence, or through excefs of 
hunger: yet they ftill retain the character of 
sobbing the fepulchres, whenever they have an 
opportunity of doing it. , 

Wolves and foxes are found in the plains, 
but they are fmaller than thofe in Europe ; and 
jackals are in fuch plenty about the gardens, 
that every evening they pafs in full cry likea 
pack of hounds, not only giving difturbance 

ytheir noife, but making free with the poul- 
try and other provifions, 

Though Mount Taurus affords fhelter to the 
ounce, and a few tygers are found in moft of 
the high mountains ; tho’ the lion rages on the 
banks of the Euphrates between Bagdad and 
Baforah, and the jerboa in the defart, and per- 
haps many other animals in the fame places ; 
yet our Author propofing only to comprehend 
the parts round Aleppo, thought it unneceffary 
to treat of them here. 

Of domeftic fowls, the markets of A/eppo are 
furnifhed with the dunghill cock and hen ; the 
Bagdad fowl, which is of a large breed; the 
fumkin, or cock and hen without sumps; the 

Pan OL te CTT ee turkey, 
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turkey, goofe, and duck. Of game, there ar 
in the river, in winter, wild geefe, plenty of 

common wild ducks and mallards, feveral kinds 
- Of widgeon, the water-hen, water-rail, coot, 
{poonbill, woodcock, and various forts of teal, 
with which the tables of the Europeans are f{up. 
plied. In autumn the becca-figos and witwall 
are both in feafon, and the former is efteemed 
a great delicacy. There are here alfo many 
other forts of wild fowl in the cther feafons, 
among which are pigeons, and particularly the 
carrier, formerly ufed by the Europeans for ex. 
peditioufly conveying the news of a fhip’s ar. 
rival at Scaudarcou ; but this has been difufed 
for many years. 


The pigeof thus employed was one that ha 
young at Aleppo. Upon enqairin 


9 into the 
method of training them, Mr. Rufel was told, 
that they were fent down to Scandaroon in an 
Open cage, and as foon as let go they would 
fly directly to dlepso ; but others faid, that the 
bird was brought to this by letting it retura 
from fhorter Fiftarices on the Scagdaroon road, 
All agree, that if the pigeon had been a fort- 
night at Scandaroon, it was not afterwards to be 
trufted to fly back, left it fhould have forget 
its young, and confequently not be fo eaget 
to get home. A fmall piece of paper, with 
the fhip’s name, day of arrival, and the mof 
material circumftances, contained in a narrow 
compafs, was fixed under the wing, to prt 
vent its being deftroyed by wet. ‘They allo 
bathed the pigeon’s feet in vinegar, in ordel 
to keep them coo], that it might not — : 

I 3 arin 
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drink or wafh itfelf, which would have de- 
ftroyed the paper. An Exgli/> gentleman, who 
remembered this practice, faid that he had 
known one of them arrive in two hours and a 
half. . 
The falcons bred to the taking of ‘hares and 
antelopes are Of two kinds, and both large ; 
but, though caught wild, they train them ina 
few days to fly at their prey. For antelope 
hunting, they chufe fuch as are fierce: thefe 
are taught to fix upon the cheek of the animal, 
which retards its motion till the greyhounds 
comeup. But for hunting the hare they prefer 
fuch falcons as are not difpofed to fix upon her, 
but by repeated buffeting on the head, and rif- 
ing in the air between each blow, they retard the 
hare till an ordinary greyhound can feize her. 
They have here a {mall hawk of the fize of 
2pigeon, but fo fierce that it will fly at any 
thing, and will often take the largeft eagles, of 
which there are plenty in this country. They 
were formerly trained to feize the eagle under 
the wing, by which means, depriving him of 
he ufe of it,, they would both fall to the 
ground together: but their prefent method is 
0 feize him on the back between the two 
wings, which has the fame effect ; but bring- 
ing him down more flowly, gives the falconer 
time to come in to the hawk’s affiftance; in 
which if he is not very expeditious, the hawk 
is in either cafe {peedily torn to pieces. : 
Befides the birds for food and fport, the coun- 
ty alfo produces the black vulture, a few peli- 
fans, the ftork, the owl, a kind of jay, whofe 
feathers 
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feathers are beautifully variegated with blue, 
green, and brown;. two forts of the crane, Mim Aut 
one a fine bird, which the natives often tamefmmin{e 
in their houfes*and court-yards; the heron, MiMdeli 
the flamingo, the cormorant, the black-cap, ( 
a fort of gulls, which are in great numbers abou Mil whi 
the city all the winter, and fo tame that the wor 
women Call them from the terraces, throwing i nea 
up pieces of bread, which they catch in thei whi 
air; and many athers, befides a variety off ore: 
finging birds. to J 
we Of the reptiles and infe&s, the county V 
abounds with ferpents of various kinds, many 
of them of the moft venomous nature; but 4 
they all fly from man, and the barrennefs 0 
the fields in fummer, the only feafon in which 
they are abroad, there is but little danger of 
treading upon them by accident. However, i 


the houfes are often found large white {nakes; 7 
but our Author never knew any one bit bythe 
them. ‘The fcolopendra and fcorpion indeed whe 
often fting the natives in their houfes, whiciof t 
caufes pain for feveral hours, attended with agi rath 
other bad confequences. Various kinds afway 
lizards are found over the whole country, anim ever 
in the gardens are tree-frogs. But toads aqmmhufl 
{carcely ever feen at Aleppo, though they ammupo 
common upon the coaft. ie cow 

Locufts fometimes appear in fuch incredibigiron 
mu!titudes, as to deftroy all the verdure wheal pret 
ever they pafs: but though there are eveymifepa 
{pring and fummer fome of two or three digiterr 
ferent f{pecies to be met with about A/eppo, nom {ma 
of thefe deftructive fwarms happened while ougMand 
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Author was at that city. The 4rabs eat thefe 
infects when frefh, and alfo fale them up asa 
delicacy. 

Of the infects of ufe there are only the bees, 
which produce excellent honey, and the filk- 
worm, There is indeed but little filk produced 
near Alepfo; but that being the market to 
which it 1s brought from all parts of Syria, 
great quantities are annually fent from thence 
to Britatz,. — 

With refpeé to the vegetables of this country, 
Turky wheat, barley, cotton, lentils, beans, 
cicers, Yurky millet, a green kidney bean, 
mufk-melons, water-melons, a {mall cucumber, 
baftard-faffton, hemp, and feveral others, they 
fow in the fields; but about Aleppo they fow no 
oats, their horfes being all fed with barley. 

The harveft commences with the barley about 
the beginning of May, and both that and the 
wheat are generally all reaped by the twentieth 
ofthat month. As foon as it is cut down, or 
rather plucked up; which is the moft ufual 
way, it is carried to a neighbouring fpot of hard 
even ground, where it is feparated from the 
hufk by a machine like a fledge, which runs 
upon two or three rollers, drawn by horfes, 
cows, or affes. In thefe rollers are fixed low 
iron wheels notched like the teeth of a faw, and 
pretty fharp, at once cutting the ftraw and 
feparating the grain. Their granaries are fub- 
terraneous caverns, the entry to which is by a 
fmall hole like a well, often in the highway ; 
and as they are commonly left open when 


empty 


10oz Dr. Russer’s Defeription of Fy A 
empty, they render it not a little dangeray ndiffe 
riding in the night near the villages. f thr 

Near the city tobacco is planted only in tagmmes of 
gardens ; but near the villages, at about tqgggoio 0 


or fifteen miles diftance, a large. quantity gumplante 
planted in the fields; and all the hills fro lture 


Shogre to Latachia produce fuch pienty of ifm The 
that this vegetable is no inconfiderable brane rel 
of trade, particularly with Aeypr. le ho 

The olives produced about the city are lingam! 
more than fufficient to ferve the inhabitanymm 15 
for pickling. But at Edib, about thirty milygmee*? 
to the fouth-weft, and at the neighbouring!" 
villages, their large plantations afford abugm* & 


ter 
rauti 


dance of oil, with which, and the afhes brought 
by the Arabs from the defart,. a great quantiy 
of foap is annually made both at Aleppo ant 
Edlib. 

The vineyards round the city produce pretty 
good grapes; but the wine made by the Cdri- 
tians and Jews is produced from grapes, ant 
alfo raifins brought. from fome diftance. From 
-, the raifins alfo, when mixed with anifeeds, § 
drawn a ftrong {pirit, to which they give the 
name of arrack; and of thie the Chriffians and 
Fews drink pretty freely. The infpiffaced 
juice of the grape is brought to the city 
tkins, and fold in the public markets ; it has 
the appearance of coarfe honey, and is ofa 
{weet. tafte. ) 

Of the fruits of this country, there are only 
two or three’ forts of apples, and thofe very 
wad. They have cherries, apricots, perceaa 
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different good pears, quinces, pomegranatés 
f three forts, mulberries, oranges, lemons; 
gs of four kinds, walnuts, hazle-nuts, pifta- 
io nuts, €Fc. Thefe trees are all ftandards . 
lanted promifcuoufly, and little imtproved by 
lture. — 
The country alfo »roduceés feveral kinds of 
reft trees, as the plane, the white poplar, 
ie horn-beam, a very few oaks, the afh, the 
amarifk, the turpentine tree, and many others. 
There are here likewifé a great variety of 
aden plants and flowers, which render the 
pintry éxtremely pleafant in .fpring; before 
e great heats have. fcorched them up, and 
fter the fueceeding rains have revived theif 
pautles. oe y* ee, 
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: CHAP. I. q 

The Ambaffaders fet out on their Travels; ba 
being foipwrecked, efcape to the Ifland of Hog 
land, aud are afterwards fet on fbore onth 
Coaft of Livonia. A Defeription of Livonia 
and of the City of Revel, with the Ceremini 
of Marriage ufed by the Livonians. hey prt 
ceed to Narva, are met by the Mufcovite Pr 
fiaff, who condués them to Novogorod, whit 
is defcribed.. Their Entrance into Motcov 

| and their Reception in that City. An Accu 
of the annual Proceffion in which the Molo 
Vites reprefent the Entrance of our Savit 
gnto Jerufalem, and the Manner in which tit 
celebrate Eafter. 


1%) RE DE RIC Duke of Holfein, after 
building of the city of Frederickfadt, t 
folved to fettle the fill trade there; and a! 


‘ 


W 


TRAVELS of the Holftein Ambajadors. 105 
was then. brought by land from Penfa by the 
way Of Mofcovy, he, in the year. 1633, ap- 
pointed Philip Crufius, his Privy Counfellory 
and Otto Bragman, a merchant of Hamburgs, his 
Ambafladors to the Czar and to the Sophi. Ae 
their firft voyage to Rufsa is but little intereft- 
ing or inftructive, we fhall here omit it, and 
proceed to the fecond, in which they fet {fail from 
lamburgh, with a numerous retinue, on the 
gift of Odober 1635 ; but meeting with feve~ 
il ftorms, and at laft finding it impoffible to 
we the fhip, the Ambafladers, with fome of 


heir retinwe, were on the 8th of Nowember car- 
ied afhore to the ifland of Hogland. How- 
wet; all the men, the greateft part of the 
foods, and feven horfes were faved ; their chief 
fs being a clock valued at 1000]. fterling, 
hich was broken to pieces by the horles ftrug- 


ling to getloofe, 

They now fheltered themfelves in fome mit- 
rable reg inhabited by Liévonians, where 
hey dried their cloaths; but their provifiors 
wing either left or fpoiled by the eienier, 
ey were under the greateft appréhenfions of 
a to feed On the bark of trées, as 
ad béent the cafe of {ome who had been foréed 
)winter in thatifland. They however fup- 
lied their prefent neceflities with what little 
twit they had faved, which being foaked in 
t water they boiled in frefh, and putting in 
me fennel and cummiin feed they made it 
to pottage ; and fometimes they had the 
ppinefs of catching a few fifh. 
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The ifle of Hogland, which is fo nartied'from 
ats height, may be feen at a great diftance at 
fea. It is about three leagues in length, and 
one in breadth, and is covered with rocks, fits 
frees. and thorns. 

On the 17th the Ambaffadors prevailed: on 
two fifhing-boats to tranfport them to the cop- 
tinent, with five attendants in each ¢ -but it 
being twelve leagues over, they had’ {care 
failed five, when the wind turning- againt 
them, they with much difficulty perfuaded- the 
fifhermen not to return back, but to land: them 
on an ifland, which they reached before night, 
where they were obliged to fup-upon a piece of 
Milan cheefe: however, the next day; after 
. fuffering feveral fqualls of wind, they landed 
la the province of E/fonia. Four: days °after, 
two barks-being forced into Hogland by firell 
of weather, thofe who had been left there took 
this opportunity of being carried: with thet. 
maining baggage and horfes to the continent, 
where they-fafely arrived on the 24th, and a 
ter having ftaid fome days to refreth themfelves, 
proceeded from thence to Revel, which theygim bei 
reached on the fecond of November. lix- 

Revel is a port town of Livonia, and thea-f | 
pital of Effonia, or Eaft Land. It is fituated ig in 
24° eaft longitude, and in 59° north latitude, 
upon the fouth entrance of the Guiph of Fi 
land. Itis a large city, and as it has one 
the moft commodious harbours in the Balti 
was for above 300 years a member of th 
Han/featic League. The caftle is built upon 
a rock, and is paremares by precipaee 4 
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sll fides, except towards the city.. The inha- 
bitants profefs the Luzheran religion, and their 
ecclefiaftical affairs are managed by a Con- 
fife fiftory and fuperintendant. Their political 
conftitution is democratical; the magiftrate 
on Me being obliged in affairs of moment to take the 
ona advice of the chief men of all: the corpora- 
t itfmme tons. | 
areMmm . Livonia is bounded by the Gulph of Fiz- 
inte /andon the north; by Jugria and Great Novo- 
thelmm gerod on the eaft; by Lithuania and Courland 

Be onthe fouth; and by the Baltic on the weit. 
It is about 160 miles long, and 120 broad ; 
and is ufually divided into Eftonia, and Lets 
tenland or Lefticia. Its chief towns are Revel, 
Narva, and Riga, which have all good har- 
bours. Livonia abounds in all forts of grain, 
and more particularly in wheat, the grounds 
having been much improved and fitted for til-- 
lage by fetting the great forefts on fire, the 
alhes of which have enriched the foil. They 
have alfo abundance of cattle and fowl, which 
are much cheaper here than in Germany ; a hare 
being fold for four-pence, and a heath cock for 
lix-pence. 

The inhabitants of Livonia were involved 
in the darknefs of Paganifm till the twelfth 
century, and moft of them are ftill fo addiéted 
totheir pagan fuperftitions, as fcarce to de- 
lerve the name of Chrifians. The ordinary 
women of Efonia wear their petticoats with- 
out plaits, and on their backs have little brafs 
chains, with counters of the fame metal hang- 
Mg at the ends. Thofe who have the ambi- 
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tion to appear in a high rank; havea necklaces 
of plates of filvet, of the fize of efown of 
half-crown pieces, but no thicker than the back 
of a knife; and upon the breaft hangs one a 
large as atrencher. Both men and women ite 
cloathed either in coarfe woollen ftuff or linen; 
and their fhoes are either of the batk of trées, 
or of raw leather. Maids wear nothing on theit 
heads, but let their hair hang carelefsly like 
men. 

The ceremonies after marriage are peculiar to 
themfelves ; for if a country fellow marries ofé 
of another town or village, he goes thither on 
horfeback, fets her behind him, and fhakés 
her clafp him round with het right arm, hold: 
ing in his hand a ftick cleft at the end witha 
piece of brafs money in it, which he gives té 
him who opens a wicket, through which he is 
to pafs. Beforé him rides a perfor playitig on 
a bagpipe, and two of his friends .with naked 
{words, who {trike with them twicé againft the 
door of the houfe where the marriage is to bé 
confummatéed. As foon as the bridegrooin it 
feated, one of the fwords is ftuck in a béam 
over his head, to prevent the effects of charms, 
far which purpofé the btide alfo fcatters many 
little pieces of red cloth on the road, efpéciall/ 
at the crofs ways, and upon the graves of fucl 
childrén as havé died without baptifny, who afe 
commonly baried on thé highway. The bridé 
fits at table with a veil over her fate; and be 
fore the gtefts have been long featéd, they 
both rife and gO to bed, bat feturn about twe 
hours after, and fit down with the reft. bie 
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faft is concladed with dancing and drinking, 
ill they fall down upon the ficor. 

To this account of Livonia by the Secretary 
of the embaffy, let it be added, that dreadful 
were the calamities fuffered by this ferti'e 
country in the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury; fot while the RufZans and Savedes were 
contending for its dominion, the Czar Perer 
the Great, fearing that he fhould be unable to 
keep the poffeffion of that part he had taken 
from the Savedes, fuffered the Calmucks and 
other Tar#ars in his army to commit unparal- 
leled batbarities: and. afterwards, when he 
had cofiquered the whole cointry, obfervin 
that the hatives were fonder of their old Men 
ters than of the Ruffans, he cruelly compelled 
the inhabitants to abandon the place of their 
hativity, driving multitudes of them in chains 
to the corifines of the Cafpian Sea. ‘The Cza- 
tina Catharine, who was born in Liwonia, af- 
terwards prevailed on him to recall them; but 
ioft of therm petiflied before the publication of 
the edi€t: and other Rufax nations being in- 
troduced here, it remains in the pofleffion of 
Elizabeth the prefent Czarina. 

But to proceed : A page who had been fent to 
Gottorp for few credentials, and one of the 
Interpretéts who had been difpatched to Mo/- 
cow with ah account of the fhipwreck of the 
Ambaffadors, being returned, they fent their 
bigeage in 41 fledges, and a few days after 
followed them. On the sth of March they ar- 
rived at Narva, a large city and port of Livoe 
Hid; fituated in the diftrict of A//entaken, upon 
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the river Narva, which rifes out of the lake 
eipus, and two leagues below the town falk 
into the Gulph of Finland. About half a leagy 
above this town is a cataraét, the waters of 
which break with fuch violence upon the rocks 
that a kind <fdewy cloud rifing up high int 
the air, affords, in a funfhiny day, the appear. 
ance of a rainhow. ‘This river divides Livonig 
from Rufia. There is a flrong caftle on the 
fame fide of the river as the town, and. on the 
other fide is the caftle of Fuanogorod, built by 
the Mo/covites on a fteep rock, which formsa 
kind of peninfula. Betwixt Rewel and Narwa 
are abundance of bears and wolves, which are 
very dangerous in winter, when the ground 

covered with fnow. | 
They left Narva on the 7th of March ; and 
having received news on the oth, while they 
were at Or/iz, that the Ruffian Priftaff waited 
for them onthe frontiers, they immediately fe 
out to meet him, and having travelled about 
a league, found him in a wood, attended by 
24 Strelitzers and go fledges. The Priftaff no 
fooner perceived the Ambaffadors alighting, 
but he came out of his fledge, cloathed in 4 
yett of flowered velvet, with a gold chain acrol 
his breait, his upper garment being lined with 
fables. They advanced flowly to meet each 
other, ull coming up together, the Ambala, 
dors pulled off their hats, when -the Pritftaf 
cried, Ambafadors, be uncovered ; and being told 
that he faw they were fo, he began to read his 
paper. §* Knez Peter Alexiowitz Repuin, Way: 
‘* wod¢ of Nowogorod, has fent me an order. noe 
? , a spa 6¢ the 
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lake ss the Great Lord Czar, and Grand Duke, &c. 
fal ME “« to receive the Ambafladors Philip Crufius and 


aguelm * Oto Brugman, and to accommodate you with 
s OfMm‘‘horfes, carriages, provifions, and all other 
ocks fm“ neceflaries for the continuation of your jour- 
inti‘ ney to Nowogorod, and thence to Moe/cow.” 
ears The Ambafiadors returned him thanks, and 
origi he having given them the precedency, accom- 
| the panied them to Novogorod, which is 40 German 
the leagues from Narva. ‘They arrived there on 
t bythe 11th, when the PriftafF took the prece- 
ms aim dency of the Ambaffadors, for which he had 
vq Mm received exprefs orders from the Waywode of 
| are Novogorod. 
1d =This city is fituated in a fpacious plain, upon 
the river 7 olcoff, which rifing from the lake of 
and Mi imen, half a league above the city, and croffing 
they MM the lake of Ladoga, is augmented by the river 
uted Niova, and difcharges itfelf into the guiph of 
y {CM Finland. .It.abounds in all forts of fifh, but 
boutime(pecially in bream. ‘The city was formerly 
| bygoverned by its own Prince, who was inde- 
f nog pendent of the Czar of Mo/covy. Here the 
ing, fm Hans Towns had their office ; for the river be- 
in 4mm ing navigable from its fource, and the country 
‘08MM round about abounding in horey, flax, hemp, 
wheat, wax, and Ru/a leather, which 1s bet- 
ter dreffed here than in any other part of Mo/- 
covy, this became the chief trading city of all 
the North ; it being anciently a proverb, /7/ ha 
can oppofe God and the great city of Novogorod ? 
Indeed from the number of its fteeples, and the 
Tuins of the walls, it fufficiently appears, that 
ron it was of much larger exteyit than at prelie, 
an 
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and with gteat propriety obtained the name of 
Nowogorod Veliki, or Novogorod the Great. 

The caftle, which is on the other fide of the [ 
river, is the refidence of the Governor, and js bith 
joined to the city by a bridge. Oppofite ty 
the caftle is the-monaftery of St. 4nthony, who, 
the Mo/cowites pretend, came from Rome down , 
the Tyder, and then failing over the feas upon. * 
a mill-ftone, came up the river to Newogored. Ti 4: 
They alfo fay, that meeting with fome fither- I 4,; 
men in this river, he agréed with them for the Hi 4), 
firft draught they fhould’ take; which proving 
a cheft of prieft’s veltments, books, and mo- I 
ney, he beftowed the laft in building a chapel, 
where he lies interred ; and many miracles are 
faid to be wrought there by his body. The 
pilgrims have been fo liberal in their gifts to 
this chapel, that a great monaftery has bees 
erected near it. In the chapel they fhew 4 
mill-ftone, faid to be that upon which St. 4s 
thouy performed his voyage. 

While they:were at Novogorod, the Governor. 
and others made them feveral prefents of re« 
frefhments, in return for which the Ambafla- 
dors prefented the governor with a coach. 
Having ftaid in this city five days, they pro- 
ceeded forward on the 16th of March, and on 
the 23d reached Taver, when the fnow begin 
ning to melt, they left their fledges, and tra- 
velled fix leagues upon the Volga to Gorodna; 
and then the ice beginning to give way, they 
continued their journey by land, till they a 
rived at Nicola Darebna, within two leagues of 
Me/fcow, where they received the Czar’s _— 
OF. 
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for their entry, which was made the next day 
in the following order. 

In the front marched 24 Coffacks, who had 
hitherto been their guard; then the fleward to 
the Ambaffadors ; next followed their officers 
and gentlemen, three abreaft ; then three trum- 
peters, with filver trumpets; then fix carabi- 


neers, follawed by the Ambafladors in two 
fledges, with: ix partizans on both fides. The 


fiedges were followed by the. pages; then came 
the reft of the train on horfeback, and after- 
wards the baggage. 

Being come within half a league-of the: city, 
they were met by feveral companies of Mo/co- 
uites, Tartars and- Germans, who having taken 
a view of them, returned.to the city ; and foon 
aftes feveral troops of Mo/cowite horfe advanc- 


ing, encompafled them on all fides, and pro- 


ceeded with them towards Mofew. At the 
difance of about an. Exgli/> mile from the gates 
they were met. by two Priftaffs followed by. the 
Czar’s Mafter of the Horfe, with, twenty white 
led horfes,. and a great, number of attendants. 
They were no fooner come within twenty paces 
of the Ambafladors, but they let them know 
that they muft alight and come to them, and 
would not leave their fledges, nor uncover 
themfelves, till the Ambafladors had done both ; 
lor if the Priftaffs had negleéted thefe punéti- 
lios, they would not orly have been turned out. 
of their places, bus have been feverely whipt. 
orcudgelled. The Priftaffs then complimented 
the Ambaffadors in the name of the Czar, and 
letting them know that he had granted pio 
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the favour of making their entry upon his ow 
horfes, the Czar’s Matter of the Horfe: pre: 
fented two very fine white horfes for the An. 
baffadors, and twelve more for the principi 
perfons of their train. Upon which they wer 
conducted through a double file of Strelitzers 
to a ftone houfe near the cattle, and havin 
entered their lodgings, a variety of meats in 
drinks were immediately brought them from 
the Czar’s kitchen and cellar. Afterwards 
their daily allowance was fixed, and the door 
of their houfe guarded by a Corporal and nin¢ 
Strelitzers, till they had their firft audience. 

On'the 3d of April they were condutted to 
‘their firft public audience through a body of 
Strelitzers, who made a lane from their houf 
to the caftle. After this audience, which only 
confifted in compliments of thanks to the Czar, 
they returned to their lodgings,’ and it being 
Lent, one of the Czar’s carvers followed them 
with 40 difhes of fried and boiled fith, and 
twelve forts of liquor for their drinking: in 
return the Ambaffadors made the carver a pre- 
fent of a piece of gilt plate, and gave two 
crowns to each of the perfons who carried the 
fifh and liquors. 

On the oth of pri/ they had a -conferencé 
with the Czar’s Commiflioners, and the 1oth, 
being Palm Sunday, they having expreffed their 
defire of feeing the annual proceffion in which 
the Mo/fcovites reprefent the entrance of out 
Saviour into Ferufalem, horfes were fent 


carry them and their retinue to a place — 
t a 
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the caftle-gate, where two {mall theatres were 
erected for that purpofe ; one for them, and 
the other for the Perfian Ambaffador, who fat 
behind them. 
After the fervice was performed in our Lady’$ 
hurch, the Czar and Patriarch came from 
hence out of the caftle in the following order. 
it appeared a boarded chariot, which was 
ery large, but low, drawing after it a tree, on 
yhich hung many apples, figs, and grapes, and 
ithin it four little boys with furplices finging 
ofanna. ‘Then cdme a confiderable number 
f Priefts in their furplices and copes, with 
banners, croffes, and pictures faftened to long 
poles; fome of them finging, and others caft- 
ng incenfe among the people. They were fol- 
wed by the Czar’s actors, and thefe by the 
Miaken, Clerk, Secretaries, Knez, and Boy- 
is, with branches of palm in their hands ; 
tr whom came the Czar himfelf, with a 
own on his head, and moft magnificently 
tefled ; fupported by his two principal Coun- 
llors of ftate, and leading by the bridle the 
atriarch’s horfe, which was covered with cloth, 
nd dreffed up like an afs. The Patriarch 
ad awhite round fattin cap adorned with 
earls, and about it a very rich coronet; and. 
hisri¢ht hand he carried a crofs richly fet 
ih diamonds, with which he gave his bené- 
ition to the fpectators. He was furrounded 
yfome Metropolitans and Bifhops, and fol- 
wed by a great number of Priefts with 
tks and cenfers in their hands. Fifty boys 
ere feen to leave their red caffocks on the 
Vou. XIII. L, ground, 
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ground, while others {pread pieces of cloth of 
an ell fquare, along the way where the pro. 
ceffion paffed. | 
The Czar being come oppofite the theatre 
where the two ambafladors were placed, flop. 
ped and fent his interpreter to inquire after. theie 
health, and ftaid till their anfwer was brought 
him. The procefiion then proceeded to th 
church, and having continued there abdut half 
an hour, returned back to the caftle. The Pati. 
arch is obliged. to-prefent the Czar with a part 
of 400 crowns, for the honour he does him on 
this.occafion, in- leading the horfe on which he 
rides. This ceremony is obferved on the fame 
day throughout all Mofcovy, the Governors ¢ 
the provinces and the Metropolitans fupplying 
the places of the Czar and Patriarch. | 
Qn the 17th of Aprij the Ambaffadors fa 
them celebrate Laffer Day with great rejoic- 
ings, which chiefly confit in feafting and & 
bauchery, the public houfes being filled in th 
day, and the flreets at night, with drunken peo 
ple, as well ecclefiaties as laics of both fext 
On.this. day many fell. painted eggs, which f 
fourteen days after the Mo/cowjres fend as pr 
fents to their friends, and if during this tis 
they happen.to meet, they kifs with this {au 
tation, Chriffes wos chrefi, that is, Ghriff isn 
fen : to which the others anfwer, Wof inw 
chref?, Truly. he is rifen: when he that kill 
firft, prefents an egg to the other, which, ! 
well as the kifs, no body, of what fex, age, ‘ 
quality foever, dares to refufe. The Cz 
himlelf prefents fuch eggs to his ihe 
fu. 
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Jords; and on Eajter Day, before he goes to 
church, he vifits the prifons, and orders an 
egg and fome fheep-fkin fur to be given to each 
of the prifoners, telling them that this 1s a day 
of rejoicing, fince Chrift wwho died for their fins 
is now rifen again. 

The two. ambaffadors had afterwards feve- 
sal conferences with the Czar’s Commifflioners. 
After which he went into the country, and 
on the 15th:returned with the Czarina, at- 
tended by a great retinue of Lords and Ladies, 
among whom 36 Maids of honour rode aftride 
on horfeback cloathed in red with white hats 
om their heads, {carves of the fame colour 
about their necks, and their facés very indeli- 
cately painted. 

On the zoth of Fume the Ambafladors re- 
ccived notice by the Priftaff, that they weré at 
liberty to continue their journey into Perfia 
whenever they pleafed, and at their return they 
fould have the honour of kiffing his Majefty’s 
hand, and of receiving an anfwer to their cre~ 
dentials. Accordingly they made all neceflary 
preparations for their departure ; provided 
themfelves with boats to carry them to Ni/a, 
and with the Czar’s permiffion, took three 
Lieutenants, four Serjeants, and twenty-three 
common foldiers, who were Scots and Germans, 
and belonged to his guards, into their fervice, 
to protect them againft the Zartars upon the 
Volga: they alfo hired fome Mofovites for their 
Ordinary fervants. 


Laz 
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CHAS. ils. 


A particular Defcription of Motcow, and of the 
Climate, Produce, and Inhabitants of Motco- 
vy ; with an Account of their Dre/s, Manners 
and Cuftoms. The Ceremonies of Bapti/m and 
Marriage, the Lord’s Supper, and their Burials, 
The Orders of their Priefts. Their Churches 
defcribed, and the Manner in which the Mol- 
covites behave in them. 


OSCOVY receives its name from the 
river Mofca or Mofcowa, which arifing 
in the province of Yaver, divides the fuburb 
called Strelitza Slavoda from the city of Mofcow, 
and after joining the river Occa near Columna 
falls into the Volga. It is fituated in the very 
heart of Mo/fcovy, and contains about 40,000 
houfes, all of which, except thofe belonging 
to the great lords and rich merchants, are 
built of wood, and commonly covered with 
the bark of trees, upon which turf is fome- 
times laid. This manner of building renders 
them very fubject to take fire, fo that there 
{carce paffes a month but fome entire ftreets are 
reduced to afhes ; but to remedy this inconve- 
nience, they may buy new houfes ready made 
at an eafy rate. 
The ftreets of Mofcow are very broad: but 
the leaft rain renders them fo extremely dirty, 


that they would be fcarce paflable, were it not 
: for 
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for large beams laid together, which foim a 
kind of bridges. 

In order to give a more perfect view of this 
city’ itis proper to obferve, that it is divided 
into four diftinét quarters, the firft of which is 
be called Cataygorod, from its lying in the middle 
- of the reft, and being divided trom them by a 


ws brick wall. The river Mofca runs on the fouth 
ad fide of this quarter, as the river Neg/:nza, which 
ls. HM fows into the other behind the caltle, does cn 
pes the north. The great Duke’s palace, which 
ol. belongs to the caftle, refembles a confiderable 


city, and takes up one half of this quarter. Ie 
is fortified with three feveral walls, and a good 


the ditch well provided with cannon. All the 
INS Bm fteeples. within the caftle are covered with gilt 
urb copper, among which there are two that ftand 


Wy jut within the middle, one remarkable for its 
md Mi height, and the other for its great bell, which 
ety BM weighs 36,300 pounds, and Is aver tolled 
909 butt upon extraordinary occafions, when twenty 
105 Me four men are always employed to pull the rope 
are Bl below in the court, and feveral others abovey 
vith MM who labour in threfting it forward. ‘The royal 
me- Me palace, that of the Patriarch, and fome others 
ders belonging to the chief Boyars, ftand at the far- 
ther end of the caitle. ‘There is alfo a noble 
edifice buile with ftone after the Goth7c man- 
ner, for the young Prince. The Czar, how- 
ever, continues in his wooden palace on ac- 
count of its being efteemed more healthy. The 


ut fore-houfe for provifions, are within the cattle. 
MBB There are here alfo two monaiteries for men, 
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exchequer, the magazine of powder, and the | 
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and one for women, befides a great number of 
churches and chapels built of ftone, among 
which thofe of the Bleffed Trinity, of St. Afary, 
%. Nicholas and St. Michael, exceed all the reft 
and in the laft are contained the tombs of the 
Great Dukes, or Czars. 

On the fouth fide of the caftle gate without 
the walls is another church dedicated to. the 
Blefled Yrizity, and by fome called Ferufalem, 
built by order of the Czar John Ba/flowitz, 
who had the cruelty to caufe the eyes of the ar- 
chiteé to be put out, to prevent his undertaking 
any thing like it for the future. 

The chief market of the city is before the 
caftle, where there appears a great concourfe 
of people of all ranks, and many fhops both 
there, and in all the flreets leading to it. It 
is obfervable, that every trade has its peculiar 
tation, there being not the leaft intermixture 
of thofe who fell different commodities. 

_ The fecond quarter, which furrounds the for- 
mer in the manner of an half moon, is called 
the Crty Royal, and is encompaffed by a wall, 
Here is the arfenal and the place for cating the 
Czar’s great guns: fome of the nobility have 
their houfes in this quarter: here alfo are the 
Czar’s ftables, and the reft is filled up with 
country traders, corn-chandlers, meal fhops, 
bakers, butchers, and abundance of houfes 
where beer, mead, and ftrong waters are fold. 

The third quarter, which furrounds the lalle 
mentioned from the eaft to the weit, has the 
river JFagu/a running through it; and here, 
among. other things, is the chief market for 
| | wooden 
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wooden houfes, which are no fooner purchafed 
than they are taken in pieces and removed to 
the places where they are wanted. 

The fourth quarter, which lies to the fouth, 

on the oppofite fide of the river Mofca, is for- 
tified with wooden ratnparts and baftions, and 
is appointed for the habitations of the Strelit- 
vers, Or the Czar’s guards ; and here many of 
the poorer fort of the people live. 
The air about Mofcow is very healthy, fo 
that the people fcarce know what the plague or 
other epidemical difeafes are; but the cold is 
fo exceffive, that many feel its effetts, by thé 
lofs of their nofes, hands, of feet; and out 
Author was an eye witnefs that fpittle would 
freeze in falling to the ground: but notwith- 
fanding this, he obferved that the fprifig is 
not mutch more backward than in Germany 3 
for the fnow which covers the ground is very 
infrumental in promoting vegetation. The 
ice and {now render the ways fo fmooth, that 
the people find no inconvenience in travelling 
in their fledges, which being well lined with 
coarfe cloth, and thofe within them cloathed 
with good furs, they are rather inclined to 
iweat than to feel the cold, even in the midft 
of winter. Their horfes are alfo very fit for 
this exercife ; for though they are low, they 
are {wift and hardy, and will travel etght, ten, 
oreven twelve leacues without halting, fo that 
a perfon may. be conducted in this mannér 50 
leagues by a country fellow for three or four 
COWnS. 


The 
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The heat of fummer is however as trouble. 
fome as the cold in winter; particularly from fm 9" 
the vaft multitudes of flies and gnats, which fm fer 
are very incommodious, efpecially to travellers, My gt 
‘There are a great number of fens fcattered over i i" 
Mofcovy, but the land in general is extremely Mm ™ 
fertile ; for except about Mo/cow, where it is fm WD 
gravelly, the country produces more wheat and im 4M 
pafture than the inhabitants are able to cong /} 
fume. It is obfervable, that though the diftria JM fa 
of Allentaken in Livonia, and the ancient ter im ¥!' 
ritories of Mofcowy, are only divided by the fhe 
river Narva, the difference of the foil is plainly Hy 
perceivable, immediately upon paffing that 
river. In Mofcovy, Careliay and the northern 
parts of Livonia, they do not fow till about 
three. weeks before Midfummer: but the fun 
remaining fo long above the horizon, the com 
{oon puts forth and ripens, and the harvelt1s 
over in Auguff. ‘The Livonians are however 
forced to dry theirs after it is brought in, with 
ovens placed in their barns, which is attended 
with many inconveniences, wile the Mo/covitei 
carry theirs in dry and ready to be thrafhed. 

The country about Mo/cow affords feveral 
forts of fruit, as apples, cherries, plums and 
gooleberries; but thefe not being brought to 
perfection by a juit degree of heat, will not keep 
{fo well as in more fouthern countries. The 
land about Mo/cow alfo produces great quan 
tities of melons, gourds, afparagus, pulfe, pot 
herbs, ‘cucumbers, onions, garlick, and roots. 

Our Author was informed, that about the 
city of Samarma between the Dow and the Volga, 
| grows 
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grows a kind of gourds which have fome re- 
femblance to a lamb, and 1s fattened to the 
ground with a ftalk that reprefents the navel- 
firing. It is pretended that it changes its place 
in growing, as far as the ftalk will reach, and 
wherever it turns the grafs withers ; which the 
Mifcovites fay is occafioned by its feeding. 
They alfo maintain, that when it ripens, the 
flalk decays, and the outward rind is covered 
with a kind of hair: fome of thefe fkins were 
frewn the Ambaffadors, covered with a foft 
curling wool, not unlike that of a lamb newly 
yeaned, on which account they call this fruit 
Boranez, Or a lamb. 

Honey and wax are a principal produce of 
Mofcovy, the woods abounding with them to 
fuch a degree, that befides the vait quantities 
confumed by the Mo/covites in mead and wax- 
candles, they annually export above 20,000 
quintals of wax, each quintal being 1¢o weight. 

The extenfive forefts of this country furnifh 
vat numbers of heath-cocks, pheafants, par- 
tidges, wild geefe and ducks: fwans and 
herons are not much valued here; and as for 
quails, fieldfares, thrufhes, larks, and other 
mall birds, they do not think them worth 
taking. Storks are not found either in Me/cawy 
Or Livonia; but they have many forts of birds 
of prey, as falcons, taflels, €c. which in the 
more northern provinces are white. ‘There are 
here many elks and wild boars: their hares 
are generally grey, but in fome provinces they 
turn white in winter, as they doin Liwonta ; 
though in Courland, which is divided from it 

only 
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only by the river Dwina, the hares never chang 
their colour. | 

They have fuch plenty of tygers, lynxes Hi dov 
bears, wolves, fables, and martens, that theig Mim ric! 
fkins make up the moft coafiderable part of the Hi loo 
trade of the country. ove 

The Mofcovites are for the moft part very ii dot 
corpulent and well fet; great beards withim clo 
imuftachios hanging over their lips are held inf dat 
much veneration +. They have wide andi of! 
fhort fhirts without any gathering in thei of 
neck, but are lined with a triangular piecegiy 0° 
from the fhoulders down to the reins, comm bu 
monly fewed with crimfon filk, and fome wi 
have fringes of the fame colour in the feamsii go! 
and under the arm-pits. The collar is about 40! 
an inch broad, which, as well as in othergiy co 
parts that are expofed to view, the richergm we 
fort embroider with filk or gold, and faftesim clc 
the collar with two large sari, or with gold we 
or filver buttons. ‘Their breeches are vergm th 
large, and over thefe they wear a waiftcoat 
which reaches down to the knees, the fleevesiy 22 
of which are fo long that they fold them int th 
many plaits: the collar of this waiftcoat, be—m by 
ing above half a quarter of an ell high, covery ‘tit 
part of the hedd behind, and is commonly lined 
with plufh or fattin. Over this they wear 4 
clofe-bodied coat which reaches down below 


the mid-leg; both thefe are generally made olf 
callico, taffety, damafk or fattin, according t0 

+ Peter the Great obliged them to cut off theif <in 
beards, fo that they now generally wear only whifkers. J ‘lik 


the 
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the quality of thofe who wear them. Thefe 
coats have a kind Of broad cape which falls 
down upon their fhoulders, upon which the 
richer fort have gold and filver buttons with 
loops.. Whenever they go abroad, they wear 
over this drefs a kind of robe, which reachés 
very im down to their heels, of a violet or dark green 
withfae cloth; but the Knez and Boyars have them of 
d inf damatk; fattin, and other rich filks. Inftead 
andj of hats, the Mofovires wear caps, which perfons 
them of quality upon public occafions have of fables, 
ieee or the fur of black foxes, half an ell high; 
om-fam but thofe they ufe m common are velvet lined 
fomelaa with furs, with narrow brims, trimmed with 
amsfam gold and filver loops, or embroidered and a- 
bout dorned with pearls: the common people are 
therm contented with a cap made of ftuff, which they 
chef wearin fummer, and in the winter they wear 
ies cloth ones lined with fheep-fkins with the 
poldm™ woolon. ‘Their boots are made of Ruffa lea- 
very ther, and are fhort, with peaked toes +. 

coat Children of both fexes, under ten years of 
evsim age, have their hair cut, except two locks over 
int their temples, their fex being difcovered only 
bef by the girls wearing in their-ears brafs or filver 
tings. The married women put their hair up 
under their caps, but the maids wear it in two 
treffes, which hang down behind with a crim- 
fon ribbon tied to the end. ‘The habit of the 
Mofcovite women principally differs in the 


+ Peter the Great caufed feveral alterations to be made 
‘in the cloaths of his fubje&ts, fo that the; now drefs more 


like the reft-of the Europeans, 


large- 


~\ 
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largenefs of their coats, which are wider than 
thofe of the men. ‘The ladies have them trim. 
med with rich gold, filver or filk Yace, or with be! 
gold or filver loops. Their fleeves are fo made, an 
that they may either be put on, or fuffered to all 
hang by. They wear no wailtcoat, nor the 
high collar the men are fo proud of. Their i ™ 
fmock-fleeves are four or five ells. long, folded Mm‘ 
upon their arms. Their caps are generally of fm & 
damafk, or plain or flowered fattin, and fome. dal 
times embroidered with gold or filver, and jm ™ 
lined with the fur of caftors, the hair of which ed 
covers a great part of their foreheads ; but the 


maids have their caps commonly lined with je 
fox-fkins. the 


As for the peafants of Mofovy, they wear fm” 
fcarce any thing but coarfe canvas, and thoes iy?" 
formed of the bark of trees, wrought like our i)": 
bafket-work, which they make themlelves, ki 
every peafant beng his own fhoemaker. . 

The Mofcovites, as well thofe in an higher 
as in a lower rank, are very fparing in their ts 
houfekeeping. Their ordinary houthold-goods I "" 
feldom exceed three or four pots, and as many My 
wooden or earthen difhes. Some few of the a 
richer fort have pewter; but fearce any filver, "tp 
except fome drinking- -CUDS, and thofe fo ill kept \ 
that they look like lead. They fometimes hang ; 
their rooms with mats. Some perfons of qua ey 


lity lie upon feather-beds, the reft upoa guilt, 

and the common people upon chaff or ilraw, Mr 
want of which they make ufe of their cloaths, 
which in the fummer they lay upon a bench 


or table, and in the winter upon their floves, 
which 


? 
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which are flat on the top ; the whole family 
being fqueezed together in the fame room: 
and in the country, the hogs and poultry are 
alfo admitted. 

They are ftrangers to the delicacies of the 
more fouthern nations: their common food ts 
coarfe meat, turneps, coleworts, and cucum- 
bers, both frefh and pickled ; and their chief 
dainty is fifh, which, trom its being ill falted, 
fmells very ftrong. ‘They are fufficiently ftock- 
ed with cows and fheep, and their foretts fur- 
niih them with very fat fwine; but as the 
ereateft part of the year 1s taken up with fafts, 
they ere fo accuftomed to fifh and pulfe, that 
they negleét flefh, and lixe their fifh, herbs, 
and pulfe, much better. After hard drink- 
ing, the Mo/covites mix roalted veal with pic- 
kied cucumbers, pepper and vinegar, and eat 
it the next morning for their breakfaft. 

Their ordinary drink is a kind of {mall 
mead; befides which they generally take a 
dram of brandy, both before and after their 
meals; but perions in fuperior circumftances 
have feveral forts of wine and ftrong March 
beer, which they keep in fnow all the fummer 
in the following manner. ‘They firft make a 
bed of ice and fnew mixed together, upon 
which they place their barreljs ; upon thefe they 
lay another bed of ice ana {now, and another. 
row of barrels, which they cover with ttraw 
an planks, that ferve initcad of a vault, their 
cellars being uncovered. 

They generally prefer a ftrong kind of me- 
theglin to wine. This liquor they prepare 

You. XHELl. | Nl with 
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with cherries, ftrawberries, mulberries, or taf. 
berries, the laft of which is moft pleafant. They 
put the rafberries in water for two orf thre 
nights, till it has extracted all their tafte and 
colour: into this infufion they put fome of the 
fine honey, to each pound of which they adj 
three or four pints of water, according as they 
would have it ftronger or weaker, and to make 
it work, put into it a toaft dipped in the dregs 
of beer, which they take out as foon as it 
begins to ferment, for fear of giving the liquor 
an ill tafte. If they would keep it working 
a good while, they fet itin a warm place; and 
af they would have it only for prefent ufe, they 
put it into a cool room. To add to the fla 
vour, they fometimes put in a little bag filled 
with cinnamon, grains of paradife, and a few 
cloves. 

Drunkennefs is fo common a vice in Mofcovy, 
that fcarce any body is exempt from it, for the 
brandy they take at their meals commonly in- 
troduces a debauch. Nay, the vulgar are fo 
much addicted to this vice, that our Author 
frequently faw them come out of their tippling- 
-honfes quite naked, and withont the leaft fhame, 
covering the parts which in other countrié 
people are taught to conceal with only a hand- 
ful of herbs. The women are no lefs addicted 
to this vice than the men, nothing being mort 
common among them than to follow their hut 
bands to the tippling-houfe, where they wil 
be fure to make the cup go merrily round, a0 
when. their hufbands are fallen afleep upon the 


floor, they even feat themfelyes upon thee 
an 
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4nd continue drinking till they tumble down 
gmong them. 

The Mofcovites are extremely quarrelfome 
and abufive ; but though they vent their paffion 
with fuch noife, that a ftranger would imagine 
it impoffible for them to part without blood- 
hed, yet they feldom draw blood, unlefs it be 
with a {witch or a blow with their fifts; they 
generally fatisfy their revenge with a kick or 
two on the belly. Indeed, if a quarrel hap- 
pens between perfons of diftinction, they de- 
cide it on horfeback, but not with fword and 
piftol ; the greateft ftretch of their refentment 
arifing no higher than to fight it out with a 
good whip. 

The bafe difpofition of the Mo/covites, the 
meannefs of their education, and that ftate of 
flavery in which all] from the higheft to the 
loweft are born, have fuch an effect upon them, 
that nothing but the cudgel and whip can 
bring them to reafon; and from this flavifh 
chaftifement even the greateft Boyars are not 
exempted, who make no fcruple of confefling 
that they are the Czar’s ilaves. As they have 
an utter averfion to the manners and cuftoms 
of all foreigners, they are infenfible of the 
liberty which other nations enjoy ; and the 
profound reverence they pay to their fuperiors 
after they have received a good cudgelling, is 
an infallible demonftration of the flavifhnefs of 
their difpofitions. yee 

As the Lords are abfolute flaves to the Czar, 
fo they keep a great number of flaves of their 
own, both in their country houfes and farms, 

M 2 and 


130 TRAVELS of the Holftein Ambaffaders 


and in their fervice in the city, who in the 
night frequently commit great diforders in the 
ftreets of Mo/cow, and alio make the roads a. 
bout that city very unfafe for travellers, whom 
they rob and murder without remorfe. Thefe 
flaves are fold by their mafters in the fame 
manner as we do our-horfes and cows. Nay, 
a father may difpofe of his fon for his own ad- 
vantage; which, however, they {eldom do, un. 
lefs it be to fatisfy their creditors. 

The greateft pride of perfons of quality in 
Mofcovy confifts in their retinues, which, how- 
ever, put them to no great expence; for tho’ 
” fometimes keep fifty or fixty flaves, have 

a good number of horfes, and alfo plenty of 
provifions, beer, mead, and other liquors at 
their tables, yet they are furnifhed with every 
thing from their farms, which are cultivated 
by flaves, who itand them in very little ready 
money. Befides, moft of the entertainments of 
the Boyars and Governors of places are only 
made for thofe who ftand in need of their fa- 
vour, and are obliged in return to makewery 
confiderable prefents. When at thefe enter- 
tainments they intend to fhew a more than 
ordinary refpect to their friends, they permit 
them to fee and falute their wives. Our Au- 
thor having dined with Count Leo Alexander de 
Slakow, that nobleman. introduced him into 
another room, where his Lady was richly 
dreffed in her wedding cloaths, and attended 
by a gentlewoman with a bottle in her hand: 
be Lady bid her fill a filver cup, and taking 
ut from her, put it to her lips, and defired him 

(0 


through Moscovy into PERSIA. 131 


times, the Count defired him to kifs her, 
which he did, after which fhe prefented him 
with a handkerchief, embroidered round the 
edges with gold, filver and filk, and adorned 
with a deep fringe. 

There is fcarce a Mofcovite, of what quality 
foever, but has his afternoon’s fleep, for which 
reafon -the fhops are always fhut up after 
dinner. 

They are alfo extremely fond of bathing, 
though their public baths are but very indif- 
ferently fitted up. Our Author went incog- 
nito into one of them, that was only parted 
from that belonging to the other fex by a few 
deal boards, which not being well joined, he 
could eafily fee all that paffed; and befides, 


| there was only one door for the men and wo- 


men to go in and out of the water. Some of 
hoth fexes, who are moft modeft, hide their na- 
ednefs with a handful of leaves foaked in wa- 

ter; but the reft appear naked without the leaft 
concern; nay, fome of the women came in this 
manner to fpeak with their hufbands in the men’s 
bath. It is furprizing to fee them come out 
of fuch an antenie degree of heat, and fuddenly 
tun into the cold water, or have it poured up- 
on them, or in the winter roll in the fnow, 
and then return again into the ftoves, which 1s 
alfo practifed by the Fivlanders who live in Li- 
vonia. ‘This can only be afcribed to cuftom, 
which rendering it habitual, makes them not 
0 fenfible of the oppofite qualities of heat and 
cold as other people; for our Author obferved 
M 3 at 


to drink it off, which he having done three 
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at Narva, tirat the Mofcovite hoys of eight, 
nine, or ten years of age, ftand for half an hour 
together bare-footed upon the ice, without ever 
complaining of the cold. _ 

Their religious ceremonies ought next to be 
confidered. And here it is proper to be obfer- 
ved, that the Mo/covites have the Bible printed 
in the Sclavonian tongue, which much refembles 
the German. They pay a particular regard to 
the books of the Evangelifts, and never touch 
them without marks of refpeét and veneration, 
But though they make the Holy Scriptures the 
rule of their faith, they alfo adhere to the fe. 
ven firft general councils, and the Greek Fa- 
thers, efpecially to the works of Bafi the, 
Great, Gregory Nazianzen, Fohn Chryfoftm 
and Ephraim the Syrian; but the later coun. 
cils they confider as infected with herefy. A: 
mong the doctors of their own church, they 
fet an extraordinary value on the writings of 

\~_ one Nicholas Sudatwitz, whofe memory is cele- 
brated twice-a year. They alfo receive the 
Apoftles, the Nicene, and Athanafian creeds 
When any point of religion is to be proved, 
they firft have recourfe to the Scripture, next 
to the Seven Councils, and laftly to the above 
mentioned Fathers ; but difputes are determin- 
ed only by the Patriarch of Mofcovy. 'Theit 
Priefts read the New Teftament and the Pfalms 
of David in their churches ; but the reft of the 
Old Tettament they think contains many thing! 
not fit to be known by the vulgar. ‘They ne. 
ver pretend to explain texts of Scripture, and 
confequently allow of no preaching ; it — 

aa 
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their opinion that public orations in the pulpit, 
heing full of fubtleties, create only me i er- 
ftandings and mifinterpretations. 

With refpe&t to baptifm, as they acknowlege 
themfelves conceived and born in fin, they bap- 
tize their children immediately after they are 
born: if they are weak, this is done at home, 
but 1f well in the church, the child being re- 
ceived at the church door by the Prieft, who 
figning his forehead with the fign of the crofs 
fays, Te Lord preferve thy coming in and going 
our; and then faftens nine wax candles given 
him by the godfathers ready lighted round the 
font. Having incenfed the godfathers and con- 
fecrated the water, each of them takes a wax 
candle, and they all walk three times round 
the font, which always ftands in the midft of 
the church, the clerk carrying the ee of 
St. Zohn before them, and the Prieft reading 
out of a book. The Prieft then afks the god- 
fathers the name of the child, which having 
given him in writing, he puts it upon a picture 
which he holds upon the child’s breaft, while 
he mutters certain prayers; and then afks whe- 
ther the child believes in God the Father, the 
son, and the holy Ghoft; and the ego 
having anfwered in the affirmative, they imme- 
diately turn their backs to the font, to fhew 
their averfion to the three next queftions, Whe- 
ther the child forfakes the devil, his angels, 
and his works? The godfathers anfwer Yes to 
each queftion, and as often fpit upon the 
ground, and then turn again to the font, where 
the Prieft afks, Whether they promife the ren 

2 ? . 
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fhall be brought up in the true Greed religion; 
and Jaying his hands upon him fays, Get out of 
this child, thou unclean /pirit, and make room for 
the Holy Ghoft. He then blows upon the child 
three times to drive away the devil, by whom 
they fuppofe children are poffeffed before bap- 
tifm, After this he cuts off a little of the 
child’s hair, which he puts into a book ; and 
having afked the godfathers whether they de- 
fire the child fhould be baptized, he takes him 
naked into his arms, and, dipping him three 
times into the water, makes ufe of the ufual 
words: Jf baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghof. 
He then puts a corn of falt into the child’s 
mouth, and making the fign of the crofs on 
his forehead, hands, breaft, and back, with 
confecrated oil, puts him on a clean fhirt, fay- 
ing, Thou art as clean from thy original fin as this 
foirt: and hangs a {mall crofs of gold, fiver, 
or lead, according to every one’s ability, about 
his neck, with a ftri&t charge to wear it all 
his life-time: in which they are fo exact, that 
if no fuch crofs is found about a deceafed per- 
fon, they will not allow him Chriftian burial, 
He alfo affigns a peculiar Saint, whom the child 
is hereafter to reverence as his patron ; and 
having kiffed the child and his godfathers, he 
exhorts them to mutual love. If more children 
are to be baptized at the fame time, the font !s 
emptied, becaufe they imagine the water to be 
defiled by the original fin of the preceding child. 

Their profelytes who are of age are baptized 
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} MM like the children, on mentioning the Father, 
BB Son, and Holy Ghoft. Thofe who are inclined 
| fm to change their religion for that of the Mo/co- 
vites, are inftructed for fix weeks in fome con- 
"Hi vent, and at their baptifm aré to abjure their 
former religion, to deteft it as heretical, and, 
as a fign of their abhorrence, to {pit on the. 
ground as often as it is named. After their 
baptifm the Czar makes them a prefent of a 
rich Mofcovian habit, and allows them a pen- 
fion according to their quality, which induces 
many to embrace that religion. 
The marriage ceremonies are performed in 
the following manner. As the young couple 
are not permitted to fee, much lefs to difcourfe 
with each other, thofe who have marriageable 
children, efpecially daughters, pitch upon a 
perfon they like, and then addrefs themfelves 
to his parents; by whom if the match is ap- 
roved of, and the young woman is handfome, 
leave is perhaps given for fome female relation 
to fee her; but this is not always granted. 
However, all things being agreed upon be- 
ween the parents, if they are of quality, a 
voman called the Suacha is appointed by the 
tidegroom’s friends, and another by thofe of | 
he bride, to take joint care of the nuptials, 
who provide every thing fit for the chamber, 
vhere the new-married couple is to lie. The 
led is made of forty fheaves of rye laid in 
jood order, encompafied with feveral barrels 
t wheat, barley, and-oats. When all things 
re ready, the bridegroom goes late in the 
vening from his houte, accompanied bys 
ine 


' 
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kindred; the Prieft, who is to marry him, 9 bic 
Jeading the van on horfeback. They are re, i ha 
ceived at the bride’s door by her kindred, in. 9 bei 
vited to comé in, and to fit down at table; i baf 
where only three difhes of meat are férved up, MM pie 
and even thefe are not to be touched by any [mm bar 
body prefent. At the upper end of the table a gi {00 
place is left for the bridegroom, which is taken (mm thr 
up by a young lad appcinted for that purpofe, mm the 
ae the bridegroom is talking with the Mj gro 

ride’s friends: but at length he having pre. Mm dict 

ailed on the youth by fome prefents to refign iM fan 
his lace to him, takes his feat, and the bride gi tanc 
richly dreffed is brought in with a véil over het i havi 
face, and placed next the bridegroom, two lads 
at the fame time holding a piece of taffety be. 
tween them, to prevent their feeing each other, 
The Suacha then comes in, and paints her, 
ties up her hair in two knots, puts a corontt 
on her head, and all the ornaments of a mat: 
ried woman. The coronet is of leaf-gold, or 
filver gilt, and lined with filk; having on both 
fides, near the ears, five or fix rows of pearl, 
hanging down in ftrings on her breaft. The 
upper garment, which has fleeves an ell and 
half wide, is embroidered at the edges with 
gold and filver, efpecially about the neck, 
where it is {tiff with embroidery for the breadth 
of three inches. They fometimes beftow 4 
thoufand crowns upon this robe, The bride- 
groom is then painted by his Suacha, whilfi™ 
the women who are prefent ftand finging upon 
the benches. ‘Then two young men well drefled 
bring into the room a large cheefe laid _ 
1e/; 
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bier, with fome loaves, feveral marten-fkins 
hanging down from the bier; and the fame 
being done on the bride’s fide, a large filver 
bafon is fet upon the table filled with fmall 


: pieces. Of fattin, little pieces of filver, hops, 
y barley, and oats, mixed together; which, as 
4 fg foon as the bride’s face is covered again, aré 
it fg thrown by handfuls by the bride’s Suacha amon g 
e, the company, who gather them up from thé 
né Mapround, and Having received the Prieft’s bene- 
e. Me dittion, go to church, where the young couplé 
oi fm fand upon-a picce of taffety, and have a 
de me canopy of the fame filk over their heads. Here 
ses Ma having made offerings of fried meats, fifth, and 
ids patry, the Prieft gives. them his benediction, 
hé. Mand taking the man by his right hand, and the 


woman by her left, he afks them three times, 
ver, @mhether they are both willing to be married, 
netmand to love one another as they ought to do: 
ate 0 which having anfwered Yes, the whole 
orm™ompany join hands, and the. prieft fings the 
othe 28th Pfalm, thofe prefent finging every other 
aris, mverfe, and dancing all the time. The Pfalm 
Themccing ended, he puts a garland of rue upon the 
nd aMmmteads of the young couple, and, if one of them 
wither’ 2 widow or widower, about their fhoulders, 
eck,meeying, Increase and multiply. Whom God hath 
adthimmined together, let no man feparate. While the 


w agmniclt pronounces thefe words, each of the peo- 
idee INVited to the wedding lights a wax candle, 
hiltfmesd one of them gives a glafs of wine to the 
1 pOn inet, which he drinks; and the married cou- 
effet le having pledged the fame three times each, 
on tame bridegroom throws down the glafs, and he 
piel | and 
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and the bride treading it under their féet fay; 
May they thus fall under our feet, and be trodden t 
pieces, who feall endeavour to fow divifion or dif- 
content between us. ‘The women then caft fome 
flax.or hemp feed at the young couple, wifhing 
them much profperity; while fome pull the 
bride by the robe, as if they would take her 
away from the bridegroom, to whom fhe fticks 
fo clofe, that they feem anable to remove her. 
The marriage ceremony being ‘ended, the 
bride returns in a fledge by the light of fix 
torches or wax candles, and the bridegroom on 
horfeback. ‘The men immediately fit down at 
the table, which is covered with provifions, 
while the women condué the bride into her 
chamber, undrefs her, and having put her to 
bed, come to the bridegroom, and force hia 
to rife from the table; on which he is con. 
. du&ed to the bride’s chamber by fix or eight 
young men, each with a torch in ‘his hand 
which they ftick in the bartels of wheat anc 
barley that ftand round the beds The bn 
no fooner fees the bridegroom enter the bedgi; 
chamber, than fhe flips ona morning gow 
lined ‘with fur, rifes, meets, and falutes hid 
with a low inclination of the head, which jg; 
the firft time ‘of his feeing her face. The 
then fit down to a table, where, among othe 
provifions, they have a roafted fowl, which th@™ 
bridegroom pulls afunder, and catling awagl 
over his fhoulder that part he lights on Arh 
they eat the reft, and then go to bed, wh 
the guefts empfoy themfelves in feveral chart 
to promote the happinefs of the new-marre 
| couple 


through Moscovy into Parsra. 139 
An old fervant of the houfe, who 


couple. 


to Wa attends at the'door, comes after a while, and 
[- HH aks whether the bufinefs be done; and the 
n¢ ME bridegroom anfwering Yes; the word is given 
ng fim for the trumpets and timbrels to ftrike up, and 
helm thefe found till the new-married couple are 
erm conducted td the ftoves, where they bathe 
ks themfelves apart. After they have been well 
et.mmwahed in the bath with water, mead, and 
theM wine, the bride fends the bridegroom a fhirt 
fixlm richly embrdidered, efpecially at the neck, and 


arich habit:) The two next days they fpend 
jn mirth and feftivity. 

Perfons of an inferior cotidition are fatisfied 
with fewer ceremonies; for the night before the 
wedding the bridegroom fends fome cloaths, 
acomb; and a looking-glafs; and the next 
day the prieft is brought in by two lads, carry- 
ing lighted wax candles. As foon ds he enters 
the houfe; he gives his benediétion firft to the 
lads, and then to the guefts. The young cou- 
ple being fet down at the table, the lads hold- 
ing a piece of taffety between them; the Suacha 
drefles the bride’s head, which being done, a 
looking-glafs i is brought, and the young coupl¢ 
ining their cheeks, lock and {mile one upon 
the other; while the two Suachas caft hops 


where they ave married with the ceremonies 
already mentioned. 

The wedding day may be faid ‘to be the lat 
lay of pleafure enjoyed by the Mo/cowite wo- 
men. ‘Their chiet employment is embroider- 


lng, fewing, or making little purfes, and other 
Vou, XI, N 
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upon them; after which they go to church, . 
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infignificant toys; and they never ftir abroad Mp 
except upon extraordinary occafions. Within 
doors their cloaths are very mean; but when 
they appear in public they are richly dreffed, Ht) 
and generally paint their faces, necks, andi, 1 
arms. ‘The wives of perfons of quality ride inf 4, 


chariots, attended by a great number of flaves, does 
But as thofe of the ordinary ranks are debarred whe 
the vifits and converfaticn enjoyed by the £y- renc 
vopean women, and feldom meddle with houf i ,,.. 
hold affairs, the only diverfion left them is to i. 


pafs away the time with their maids. They 
Jay a plank acrofs a block, and one getting on 
each end, they tofs one another up and down, 
Sometimes they {wing themfelves in ropes, and 
in country villages they have a fwinging en- 


felves at a time. 

As the Mofcovites efteem matriage a ve 
facred thing, polygamy is forbidden under pait 
of death, the Czar himfelf being allowed ne 
more than one wife at a time; though if he 
proves barren, or brings forth no fons, he maj 
dend her into a monaftery, and marry another 
Second marriages they confider as allowable 
but not very commendable; a third marriage 
is not to be undertaken but upon very weight 


death. Divorces, however, are very fit 
quent among them, though they cannot Dg 
‘obtained without the bifhop’s confent. ‘Theil: 
Priefts are not only allowed, but obliged t 
‘marry, and they muft marry none but wido 


who have a geod reppiauon, They are, oe 
eve 
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ever, forbidden to marry a fecond time, unlefs 
they will quit their order. : 

Perfons of quality adorn the piétures of their 
Saints with pearls and precious ftones; they 
place wax candles before them, and look fted- 
fatly upon them while at prayers, Whenever 
a Mofcovite comes into a houfe, he locks for 
the Saint before he utters a word, and if he 
does not fee him, afks Where is the God? and 
when he has found him, he makes ‘his reve- 
tence, and having faid Lord have mercy upon us, 
oes to the company ; but though in outward 
he the Mo/covites ‘feem to have great devo- 
tion, not one in ten can recite the Lord’s 
prayer, which they fay was inftituted for the 
ufeof perfons of quality, and not for mechanics, 
and that it is enough for them to repeat the 
Gofpodi, or The Lord have mercy upon us. They 
pray for the dead; not that they believe 2 
purgatory, but that it is a means of making 
their fouls wait with more tranquillity for the 
day of judgment. 

As they imagine that children are regene- 
rated by baptifm, they think they have a right 
to the Lord's fupper, which is adminiftered in 
he following manner. ‘The Prieft going to 
the altar, attended by the Clerk, fays the office 
according to St. Ba/fil’s Liturgy, and then mix- 
Ing warm water with the wine, fteeps bits of 
read in the chalice, and then confecrates them 
ogether. The Prieft takes the bread out with 
i fpoon, and gives it to the communicants, 
ttle babes having only half the quantity of 
own people, till they are feven years of age. 

N 2 They 


aw 
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They alfo give the Eucharift to dying perfony 
after the extreme un¢tion ; but when the fick ) 
perfon has taken it, he is neither to have food MM are 
or any other remedies, unlefs there are appa. MM for 
rent figns of his recovery. ‘The bread ufed on MM th: 
this occafion is leayened, and muft be made by MM fri 
a Prieft’s widow. Nobody 1s admitted to the i ou 
holy communion without having prepared hin- J W 
felf by. the confeffion of his fins, and fafting MM thi 
eight days before, during which they ought tom ha 
Jive upon nothing but bread_and fmall beer. cOl 

-Befides their ordinary faft days, they keepi™ T! 
four great fafts in the years the firft of whichMM cle 


is forty days before Ea/fer ; the fecond beginsi pa 
eight days after Whit/untide, and ends with them !ay 
feaft of St. Peter and St. Paul; the third, which co 
is kept in honour of the Virgin Mary, beginsim me 
on the firft of Auguff, and lait till the fea off fo 
the Affumption of the Virgin Mary ; and thei pic 
fourth begins on the 12th of November, andy fic 


continues till Chrifmas. bo 
- They have alfo a kind of -carnival, which co: 


lafts eight days, and is called by them them by 
Butter Week, becaufe after thefe days are ex 

pired, they are forbid to eat either butter, eggs,mm Of 
cheefe, or milk ; but during the time of this by 
carnival, they commit almoft incyedible exceflesim lat 
in drinking, which draws them/into all manner 


of crimes. This renders it not fafe for any—m Co 
body to pafs the ftreets, snurders being then fom the 
frequent, that many dead bodies are expoledi or 
to public view, that their friends may take carci his 
of theirinterment. =~ ke | 


Their the 
pout th 


fLrough Moscovy titto Persia: 143 


Théir burial, like their other public a€tions, 
are performed with great ceremony; for the 
foul of the fick perfon is no fooner departed, 
than the widow fends for their kindred and 
friends, who ftanding round the corpfe break 
out into lamentations, afking the deceafed, 
Why he would die? Whether he wanted any 
thing ? Whether his wife was not young and 
handfome enough? Whether fhe had been in- 
conflant ? and other gueftions of the like kind. 
They then wafh the body, and having put a 
clean fhirt or fhroud about him, with a new 
pair of thin Rufia leather fhoes on his feet, 
lay him with his arms acrofs his breaft in a 
cofin made of the trunk of a tree, and in the 
mean while fend a prefent to the Prieft to pray 
for his foul. The coffin is covered with a 
piece of cloth, or the coat of the deceafed. The 
ficher fort, if the feafon will permit, keep the 
body eight or ten days, during which the Prieft 
comes every day to purify it with incenfe, and 
by fprinkling it with holy water, © i 
_ At length the Prieft proceeds with the picture 


of the patron Saint of the deceafed, followed 


by four virgins, who are neareft related to the 
latter, and make very mournful lamentations, 
but begin and leave off exactly at a time. Then 
comes the dead body carried by fix men upon 
their fhoulders ; but if the deceafed is a Monk 
Ora Nun, this office is performed by thofe of 
his own profeffior. The corpfe is furrounded 
by feveral Priefts, who incenfe it, to keep off 
the evil fpirits, all the while finging P{qlms ; 
then follow the kindred and friends with wax 
Po ee 
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candles, but without any order. On their 
coming to the grave the coffin is uncovered, 
over which the Prieft, holding the picture of 
the patron Saint, fays feveral prayers, in which 
he often repeats Lord, look upon this foul in righ- 
teoufne/s. Mean while the widow, continuing 
her lamentations, afks the queftions already 
mentioned. ‘The relations and friends then 
take their leave, either kiffing the deceafed or 
the coffin. The Prieft then takes a piece of 
paper, which is a kind of ticket for his en- 
trance into paradife, and which being figned 
by the Patriarch or Metropolitan of the place, 
and the Confeffor, is fold for more or lefs, ac- 
cording to the abilities of thofe who purchafe HM and 
it. This ticket is of fo extraordinary a nature, i whi 
that the reader will not be difpleafed at our B® ora 
inferting it at length. pury 
‘© We whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, 
‘* the Patriarch or Metropolitan, and Prieft of &@ thei 
‘¢ the city of N. do make known and certify, Hi the 
<‘ by thefe prefents, that the bearer of thele HM thei 
“© our letters hath always lived among us like 9 fure 
‘© a good Chriftian, profeffjng the Greck reli- HM and 
«‘ sion; and though he hath committed fome 9% The 
‘© few fins, yet he hath confeffed the fame, and i pro: 
“¢ thereupon he hath received abfolution, and iM witl 
‘© taken the communion, for the remiffion of HM heo 
‘< his fins: that he hath honoured God and his J they 
‘* faints: that he hath faid his prayers; and [ition 
‘* that he hath fafted on the hours and days T 


“© appointed by the church; and that he hath fMjthe 


‘< carried himfelf fo well towards me who am Hija 
** his Confeflor, that I haye no reafon to — hon 
COT, Uigt 2 Ne « plaiq 
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“ plain of him, or to deny him the abfolution 
“ of his fins. 
‘© In witnefs whereof, we have given him 
‘‘ this prefent teftimonial, to the end 
‘¢ that upon fight thereof, St. Peter may 
‘open unto him the gate of eternal 
‘¢ blifs.” 

The coffin is then fhut, and put into the 
prave, the face being turned to the eaft, while 
thofe who return to the houfe of mourning, 
drown their forrow in good liquor. | 

Their whole time of mourning lafts 40 days, 
during which three feafts are made for the 
kindred of the deceafed, on the third, ninth, 
and twentieth days after the burial, during 
which the Prieft fays certain prayers over.the 
grave morning and evening, which for that 
purpofe is covered with a {mall hut of mats. 

Before we mention the different orders of 
their Priefts, it may be proper to obferve, that 
the Mofcovites have the higheft veneration for 
their Sovereign: that they look upon his plea- 
fire as the will of God, and that their lives 
and every thing they have is at his difpofal. 
The chief perfons in the Empire never ap- 
proach his perfon but with the fame veneration 
with which they adore the Almighty; and if 
he cives them the leaft mark of his difpleafure, 
they are ready to offer their lives for the expia~ 
tion of their fault. 

They pay great veneration to the clergy, 
the principal of which is the Patriarch, who 
salways obliged to refide at Mofcow. He is 
fominated by the Metropolitans and — 

wil 
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with the Czar’s approbation : he is the chief per. 
fon in the Empire next to. his Sovetéign, and 
determines all ecclefialtical affairs : he-wears a 
long black robe, afd has a crofs always carri- 
ed before him. ‘He has alfo four Metropoli- 
tans, and under them are feven bifhops. Next 
to. thefe are the Priefts called by them Popes, 
who are again fubdivided into Protopopes oi 
Archpriefts, and common Popes, of which 
there are’ vaft numbers in Mo/cow ; no other 
qualifications being neceflary for ‘their admif- 
fion into this order, but reading, writing and 
finging. The chief badge ¥f priefthood isa 
kind of cap put on their heads at their confe- 
cration, which they are obliged to wear as one 
as‘they ¢ontinue Priefts, and it is no {mal 
crime for a layman to touch it.’ However, as 
moft of the Mofcovite clergy are great drunk- 
ards, and conftant frequenters of tipling houfes, 
they frequently fall into quarrels; when if 
rfon has o¢cafion to beat a clergyman, he 
mutt fir civilly fecuré his bonnet, and then he 
. Inay drub him handfomely, and afterwards put 
it on ‘again.’ The other badges of the priet- 
hood are a ftick which they carry in their hails 
and their wearing a wide long robe, which 18 
black, green, blue, or red, according to their 
choice. We have already obferved that they 
are obliged’ to’ marry once, and “no oftner. 
This cuitom they. found upon the Apoftle’s 
words, A Bifbop fhall be the bufband of one wife, 
where they interpret the word Bifhop ‘to fg- 
nify Prieft. As they pafs along the ftreets, the 
i ae Le 7: ep a pee aE Sl * common 
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common people afk their blefling, which they: 
ive them with thé fign of the crofs. 

Their churches are built round’ and vaulted, 
to bear fome refemblance to the heavens, and 
each of them has five fteeples, oné of them be- 
ing larger and higher than the reft; the other 
four are built rouhd it. They have neither 
pews, benches, nor chairs, becaufe they per-' 
form their devotions either kneeling or prof-' 


trate upon the ground. ‘They allow neither 


organs, nor any other mufical inftruments, nor 


have any images, though they allow of paying 


their devotions to pictures. ‘There are about 
400 of thefe churches in Mofcow. ‘They alfo 
look upon their church-yards as very facred 
places, and therefore will not allow of an 
impurities being thrown there, or fuffer a dog 
to pafs over’ them. 
of bells, and think them an effentia] part of 
divine fervice. 3 

When the Mo/cowstes axe at their devotions, 
they often ftrike their foreheads againft the 
ground, and-crofs themfelves in the following 
manner: they firft make-the fign of the crofs 
with their fingers on the forehead, which they 
fay is to intimate the afcenfion of Chrift; next 
on the heart, to intimate that the heart is the 
receptacle of the word of God; then they make 
a crofs on the right, and next on the left fhoul- 
der, to fhew that at the day of judgment thofe 
to be bleft with eternal life fhall be placed to 
the right, and the damned to the left. Not many 
years ago the Patriarch ordered that the lay- 


men should crofs themfelves with only two fins 


Sor, 


They are great admirers: 
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gers, though before that time, they had always 
done it with three, in rentembrance of the 
Holy Trinity ; but meeting with great oppo. 
fition in this point, he prevailed on the Czar 
to fend to the Archpatriarch of Con/tantinopl,, 
and to two othér Patriarchs of the eatftern 
churches, who approving his order, it was en- 
acted into a law, notwithftanding which feveral 
Mofcovites would fooner lofe their heads than 
comply with it, and to this day they make 
ufe of three fingers, when they can do it in 
private, 
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CHAP. IIL. 


The Ambaffadors embark in a Veffel in the River 
Mofca, and entering the Occa, Jail by feveral 
Towns and Villages, till they arrive at Nifeno- 
vogorod, whence they proceed in a Ship built 
for that purpofe, down the Volga. A De- 
Scription of the Ceremiffian Tartars. Several 
Towns defcribed, and the manuer in which the 
Ruffians catch Fifb in the Volga. 


HE Ambaffadors went from Mo/cow by 

land as far as the monaftery of Simana, 

where taking leave of their friends, they em- 
barked in the river Mo/ca or Mofeva, and pro- 
ceeded to Kolumna, which lies on the right fide 
of the river, is of a confiderable bignefs, and 
is furrounded with ftone walls. ‘Three wertts 
above the city the Maofa falls ae oe 
. CCA, 
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Occa, which is much broader and more plea- 
fant than the former river; its current pafies 
from the fouth, through a very fertile, and well 
peopled country, and its banks are covered 
on both fides with oaks, which 1n thefe parts 
area kind of rarity. Here embarking again, 
they paffed by a pretty large ifland, and {feve- 
ral handfome viilages on the right fide of the 
tiver, and on the fourth of Fu/y came to the 
city of Prefa. ‘The next day they paffed by 
the town of Rhefan, and on the evening of the 


“th arrived at Caffnogorod, the capital of the - 
TYartars of Caffinow, which lies on the right 


fide of the river Occa. ‘They here met with the 
firft Mahometans. The young Prince of the coun- 
try lived at that time in an old caftle not far 


i from the city; his name was Res Ketzi, and 


he had a few years before put himfelf' under 
the Czar’s protection. ‘They fent him a pre- 
fent of tobacco and brandy, in return for which 
he fent them two fheep, a barrel of mead, 
another of beer, and a third of brandy, be- 
fides fome cream and frefh butter, which the 
Prince’s mother had taken the pains to make, 
excufing his not having invited the Ambaffa- 
dors on fhore, for fear of raifing the jealoufy 
of the neighbouring Mo/covite Governors. 

On the 
left fide of the river, where they difcovered a 
troop of Crim Tartars, who fired at them from 
the woods, but the retinue of the Ambaffadors 
returned their fire, on which they did not 
think fit to approach. 


They 


oth they paffed by Morumaa on the 


sso TRAVELS ofthe Holftein Anmbafador: 
They then paffed by  feveral villages and 


monatteries, and on the eleventh at night 
reached the city of Ni/e or Nifenovogorod, wheie 
they found the fhip Frederic, which. had geen 
built by the Ambaifadors orders, and was now 
quite finifheds it was a large three matt hhip, 
fo Hat bottomed that it drew no more than {e- 
ven feet water. -It,had many clofets and con- 
venient apartments, \and was provided with 
fome brafs and iron guns, and twelve feats for 
the rowers. They had alfo a large fhallop to 
earry their anchors, cables, and other necefla- 
ries, and to difcover any banks or fands. The 
city of Nife 1s about 1co German leagues from 
Mofcow by land, and 150 by water. It is fur- 
rounded with ftone walls and towers; but the 
fuburbs, which are half a league in circum- 
ference, are much larger than the city. : Itis 
inhabited by Mo/covites, Tariars, and the Dutch, 
who have a Proteftant church here confifting 
of 100 perfons. They here bought a pullet for 
a penny; a quarter of a hundred of eggs for 
the fame price, and fheep for twelve, fifteen; 
and eighteen pence each. ae 

. The Ambafladors fent Mr. Mandeflo and 
our Author, with their Priftaff, and the Mu/- 
covite interpreter, to thank the Weywode or Go- 
vernor, for the many civilities he had fhewn to 
the Duke of Ho//ein’s fubje&ts while they were 
building the fhip, which took them up. near 
a year, and to offer him a prefent worth about 
2¢1. fterling: the reception he gave them 
fhewed him to be a'perfon much above the 


ordinary rank of the Rufrans. He fent de 


0 
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of his gentlemen to receive them at the gates 
of his palace, from whence being conduéted 
through a gallery, they were at the entrance 
of the palace complimented by two others 
richly drefled, who introduced them to the 
Weywode, who was in his chamber dreffed in 
brocade, and attended by a confiderable num- 
ber of perfons of diftinétion. The room was 
hung with very rich tapeftry, and had a large 
cupboard filled with plate. After he had re- 
turned their compliment, and received their 
prefent, he invited them, to a collation, during 
which he difcourfed with them in a manner 
much fuperjor to the generality of the Mofo- 
vites, and among the reft afked whether they 
were not afraid of meeting with the Coffacks, 


| who were fturdy fellows, and as brave as lions, 


fhewing them at the fame time a picture of 
Sam/fon’s engagement with one of thofe crea- 
tures. ‘l’o which they anfwered, that they 
hoped to deal with the Coffacks as Sam/fon did 
with the lion; to this he replied, that.doubt- 
lefs the reputation their nation had obtained 
in the Czar’s fervice, would render them. fo 
terrible to the Cofacks as to prevent their 
making any attempt againft them. 

The river Volga is at the confluence of the two 
rivers 4600 geometrical feet broad, and as its 


Waters are confiderably increafed in the months 


of May afid June, by the thawing of thofe ri- 
vers that fall into it, the people who go from 
Mofcow to Aftrachan take the opportunity of this 
time to get over the fands and fhallows fo fre- 
quent in this river, ‘Therefore haying provided 
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themfelves with neceflaries for this voyage, 
they left Nie on the 30th of Fuly; but had 
{carce proceeded two werfts, betore they ftruck 
upon the’ fands near the monaftery of Petfra, 
and the next day touched upon another fand- 
bank, when the winds becoming contrary they 
were forced to come to an anchor. 

On the firft of Auguf the Ambaffadors gave 
orders for placing the guards while they were 
upon the Volga. All that belonged to their 
retinue, whether fervants or foldiers that were 
‘fable to bear arms, were divided into three com- 
panies under the command of the two Ambaf- 
fadors and the Steward of the embaffy. Mr. 
Crafius, the firft Ambaflador, had the Matfer 
of the Horfe for his Lieutenant, and Mr. Brug- 
man, the other Ambafflador, had the Secretary 
of the embafly. They were to be upon their 
guard alternately, in order to place the cen- 
tinels in the forecaftle, the ftern, and at the 
mainmaftt. 

The wind continuing contrary, they had 
again recourfe to their oars, but had not pro- 
ceeded 500 paces before they ftruck upon the 
fands, and the next day, when they had {carce 
advanced a quarter of a league, were entangled 
among the fand-banks, where feeing the wreck 
of a fhip that had been loft there not long be- 
fore, and being nine hours in getting off, this, 
with the thoughts of the length of the voyage, 
it being 558 leagues to the Ca/pian fea, and the 
ignorance of their pilot, made them almott de- 
{pair of accomplifhing it. Their hopes, how- 
ever, were revived the next day, by meeting 4 

. ver) 
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very large veffel laden with falt-fifh, which had 
z09 men on board, to afliftin towing her up 
againit the ftream ; this 1s performed with in- 
credible pains, they fcarce advancing. two 
Jeagues in a day. | ee, 

On the fifth they came before the village of 
Pannine, where being fupplied with fome pul- 
lets, and other frefh provifions at a very cheap 
rate, they pafled between two iflands, and. at 
night came within fight of Bafligorod, but caft 
anchor for fear of the fands, which they pafied 
the next day with great difficulty, and did not 
come up to the city till the afternoon, when 
they faluted it with their great guns, as they 
did all the other cities upon the river. __ 

The city of Bafligorod is fituated at the foot 
of a mountain on the right fide of the river 
Folga, at the conflux of that river, and the 


ule river Sura, which was formerly the com- 


mon boundary between the territories of the 
Mofeowites and the Yartars of Cajfan, called 
Ceremiffes. ‘This city is without walls, andthe 


houfes are of wood; for the Mofcowvites extend- 


ing their territories farther on that fide, have 
occafioned its being neglected. 

The country inhabited by the Ceremiffianz 
Tartars extends on both fides the river Volga 
beyond Ca/an. ‘They live only in huts, and 
feed upon the milk afforded by their paftures, 
and on the. wild fowl and honey they take in 
the woods: but they are very barbarous, trea- 
cherous, cruel, and much addicted to robbery. 
Thofe who live in the mountainous country on 


the right fide of the Voiga, are called Nagorni, 
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or Mountaineers; and thofe on the other fide, 
are termed Lugoivi, or Lugowizene, from their 
plentiful meadows, which fupply both them 
and the Nagorni with great quantities of hay. 
‘They are faid to be. partly Afahometans, and 
partly Heathens; but thofe about Ca/az are 
Pagans. ‘Fhey are intirely unacquainted with 
baptifm or circumcifion. In order to give 2 
name to a child, they appoint a certain day, fix 
months after it is born, and then give it the 
name of the perfon they firft meet. They ac- 


knowledge the exiftence of an immortal Being 


the author of all good, who therefore ought to 
be reverenced; but have no idea of a future 
{tate, either of rewards or punifhments ;_ yet 
believe there are evil fpirits that affli&t people 
in this life, and therefore ought to be appeafed 
by facrifices. To thefe evil fpirits they pay 
their devotions at a certain place among the 
fens, about four leagues from Ca/an, where 
they never appear empty handed, left this neg- 
le&t fhould be punifhed by fome lingering dif- 
éafe. One of the principal refidences they 


affign to thefe evil {pirits is the torrent of © 


Shock/bem, two leagues from Nunda, which 
having a fwift current between two mountains, 
is never frozen, and has imprinted fuch an idea 
of an hidden myftery in thefe poor wretches, 
that though they fee the Mo/fcovites pafs it every 
day, they think they cannot approach it with- 
out manifeft danger of their lives. When they 
offer their facrifices to God, they kill an ox, 
horfe, or fheep, and hanging the fkin upon a 
pole laid, acrofs the boughs of two trees, roatt 
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the flefh by a fire kindled underneath; then 
taking a flice of the meat, and a cup of mead, 
they throw them both into the flames, offering 
their prayers to God for the prefervation and 
increafe of their cattle, or fome other of the 
conveniencies of life. ‘They alfo pay adoration 
to the fun and moon, and havea peculiar vene- 
ration for whatever they dream of, whether it 


bea horfe, cow, fire or water; and fay, that 


animated things are more worthy of worfhip 
than the painted gods of the Mo/coviies. They 
perform moft of their religious ceremonies near 
the torrent; and at the death of a friend featt 
pon his bett horfe. 

Thefe people make no ufe of priefts or books, 


and their language has nothing in conimon 


with the other Zartars. Some of them, how- 


ever, underftand the Mo/covite tongue. They 
not only fuffer, but encourage polygamy, no- 
thing being here more common than for a man 
to marry two or three filers atatime. ‘Their 
women are only wrapped in a pieced ‘pf coarfe 
white cloth, and fhew fcarce any part of their 
perions but their faces. ‘Thofe who are be- 
trothed, have, however, a peculiar head-drefs, 
pointed like a horn, to the end of which is 
fattened a filk taffel, on which hangs a {mall 
beil. The men have breeches under their up- 
per garment, which refembles a great coat. 
They all fhave their heads; but the unmarried 
men wear a long trefs of hair, which they 
lometimes fuffer to hang down their backs, and 
at O.hers tie it up in a knot. 
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Thefe people were fo much affrighted at the 
fight of our travellers, that very few of them 
dared to venture to the fide of the river to fee 
them pais by; yet at night when they reached 
the river Welluka, one of thofe Yartars came 
on board to fell a fturgeon, for which they paid 
him the value of fifteen pence. 

On the 7th of Auguf they arrived before the 
city of Ku/mademianfki, 40 werlts from Bafiligo- 
rod, and fituated at the foot of a mountain, 
Here they obferved whole forefts of very large 
elms, out of the bark of which the inhabitants 
make fledges, and out of the bodies of the 
trees, cut in the manner of a cylinder, and 
hollowed out, form barrels and other utenfils. 
Then proceeding three werfts farther, near the 
ifle of Krius, they were fupplied by the pea- 
fants with frefh provifions, and forced by a 
tempetft to ftay all night. . 

On the 8th they continued. their voyage 
with a fair wind, to the ifle of Zurich, where 
they had the misfortune, when under fail, of 
being forced upon a fand-bank, and of being 
four hours before they could get off. In the 
mean while they faw abundance of Tar¢ars’at 
fome diftance coming from hay-making: how- 


ever, by night they got within fight of Sadaé-: 


gar, which ftands in a moft agreeable fituation ; 
but its buildings, like thofe of the other cities, 
are all of wood. Near the ifle of AZakrits they 
faw a boat, which being fent to get ir- 
telligence who they were, took a .compals 
round the fhip, and being infornted of theit 
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quality, above 300 perfons appeared on the 
fhore to fee them pafs by, 

On the rith, being forced on fhore by the 
current, Mr. Mazdeflo and our Author had the 
curiofity, while the men were endeavouring to 
get: off the veffel, to land, in order to take a 
view of the country, for which they had like 
to have paid very dear; for a fair gale {pring- 
ing up; the fhip was foon out of fight: but 
after being, obliged to travel a great way along 
the banks, they at laft efpied a boat fent to 
carry them to the fhip, which they reached at 
night, when they found her at anchor. 

On the 13th of Auguft they came before. 
the city of 'Suzat/ez, firuated on the left hand, 
on the afcent of a hill. Jt has a caftle, and 
fome churches of ftone ; but its other fortifica- 
tions, and all the private buildings, are of 
wood, At night they arrived before the city 
of Cafan, which is fituated in a large plain 
upon the river Ca/anke, and has given its name 
both to the city and province. The city, 
which is about feven werits from the Volga, 1s 
very confiderable, both for its bignefs, its fitu- 
ation, and its ftrength. The caftle and its for- 
tifications are of ftone, and are well provided 
with artillery, and a good garrifon of Mo/co- 
vites, the Tartars being forbid to enter it 
upon pain of deathh The Commander in 
chief of the place being brother to the Governor 


of Nife, was prefented by the Ambaffadors 


with a very fine ruby. Mr. Mandeflo and our 
Author went on fhore to take a view of the 
place, 
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place, and to purchafe fome provifions ; but 


they could get none that were good, except 


fome fruit, and particularly melons, that were 
as big as pomkins. At their leaving the city, 
they were informed by fome Tartars, that their 
fhip was gone, which obliged them to hire a 
waggon, by the help of which, ‘they proceeded 
along the fhore, till meeting with the Priftaff’s 
boat, they were «carried on board, the fhi 
lying at anchor two leagues below Ca/an. 
‘The country hereabouts is ” fertile, but almot 
defolate, from its being fo much a 
Ceffacks. “ 

They afterwards proceeded by {feveral vil- 
Jaces ; and were frequently expofed to danger 
from the fand banks. On the 18th they were 
met bythe Governor of Torki, a place upon the 
Ca/pian fea, who was returning from his go- 
vernment, attended by eight boats with muf 


queteers. At firft, not knowing to whom thefe > 
boats belonged, the Ambaffadors made them 


keep at a diftance; but coming nearer, they 
told them that 30co Cefacks waited upon the 
river, by the Ca/pian tea, for their coming, 
and had fent out 7ohorfe, to difcover them at 3 
diftance; but they were {fo little terrified by 
thefe ftories, that they continued their courfe 
without ftopping. The next night a falfe alarm 
was given by ee of the Ambaifladors, to make 
trial of their people in cafe of a fadden attack, 
which fucceeded to their fatisfaction. The next 
day they came to an ifland called Svaritza, 
atteen werlls in length, behind which they 


found 
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found a great quantity of flones fhaped like, le- 
mons or oranges, which being broken in the 
middie, reprefented a ftar of feveral colours, 
and fome that appeared like gold and iilver. 
They then came in fight of a place pleafantly 
fituated, the ruins of which fhewed it to have 
been a Vartarian city, called Unerefkora, where 
was yet to be feen the monument of a Saint, to 
which the inhabitants of thofe parts pay extra- 
erdinary devotion. 

On the zoth, fome fifhermen of this place 
fold them 55 large breams for the value of 50 
pence. They. have here a peculiar way of 
ifhing: they take along cord, to one end of 
which they faften a pretty large itone, that falls 
to the bottom, and to the other feveral pieces 
of wood, which fwim upon the water: all 


along the cord are faftened many leffer ones, 


each with a hook and a fith for a bait at the 


end. In this manner they take very fine fifh of 
eight, ten, or twelve feet long. 


When the Mo/covites pafs along the rivers in 
their boats, they faiten a hook to one end of a - 
cord, and to the other end of it a fmooth 
board of a hand’s breadth, tinned over, which 
they drag along after the fhip or boat, and 
the ftream caufing the tinned board to turn 
frequently to the fun, makes it appear like the 
fcales of fifh, by which means they allure after 
them, and take as many fh, even of the larger 
fort, as they have occafion for, fo that the Mo/- 
eovites make icarce any other provifion for thefe 
voyages -but a kind of bifcuits; for the multi- 
plicity of their falt days accuftoms them fo 

much 
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much to fifh, that while they are on board 
they fet little value on flefh. The Ambaffa. 
dors here caufed a boat which had brought 
their provifions from Ni/e, and was now empty, 
to be fet on fire for fear of its falling into the 
hands of the Cofacks. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Their Voyage down the Volga continued. A View 


of feveral extraordinary Mountains, and of the 
moft remarkable Places; and the Events that 
happened till their Arrival at Aftrachan ; par- 
ticularly their coming up with fome Veffels ix 
ewhich were a Tartarian Prince, a Perfian 
Cuptzi, a Mofcovite Exvoy, and a 'Tartarian 
Ambaffador : the Ceremonies that paffed between 
them. A Defcription of the Ifand of Delgo, 
the City of Altrachan, and the Country and 
inhabitants of Nagaia; with the Civilitie 
the Ambaffadors received at Aftrachan, 


N the 21 ft they faw on the right hand the 
ruins Of-two places in a delightful fitua- 

tion, faid to have been deftroyed by Yamerlant; 
and on the 22d paffed with much difficulty over 
three great fand-banks, near which may be 
deen on the right hand Mount Arbeuchim, which 
received its name from a large city, the ruits 
of which are ftill vifible. Here they difcover- 
ed, between two little hills, a ftone 28 feet 
{quare, with the following infcription ; 
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Uf thou raife me, thou foalt be rewarded. 


They were told that fifty paffengers, bein 
forced on fhore there fome years before, had 
the curiofity to lift up the ftone, and found on 
the other fide. nothing but the following fen- 
tence : : 

In vain doft thou look for what thou haf not 

put here. 
At a {mall diftance from the river 1s a fpacious 
fertile country, rich in pafture grounds, but 
deftitute of inhabitants, there being nothing to 
be feen but the ruins of cities and great towns 
deftroyed by ¥ amerlane. | 

On the 24th they were driven twice on fhore 
by contrary winds, and the two following days 
found great difficulty in getting over the fand- 
banks. This, with the bad diets to which 
moft of the people were unaccuftomed, and the 
frowardnefs of one of the Ambaffadors, ren- 
dered the hardfhips they laboured under almoit 
infupportable. 

On the 2sth they difcovered to the right a 
mountain from whence the Mo/covites obtain 
abundance of*falt, which being prepared in 
huts built for that purpofe, and dried in the 
fun, is tranfported from thence to Mo/cow. At 
fome diftlance they at length perceived Mount 
Diwifagora, or the Maida’s Mountain, which to- 
wards the river fide is divided into many fteep 
hills; and thefe being of variqus colours afford 
a very agreeable profpect.. Upon each of thefe 
hills is a row of pine-trees, growing with fuch 
revularity, that, were not thefe hills inacceffible, 
they might be rather confidered as planted 

oe there 
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there by art than by nature. At the foot of 
this mountain arifes another, which extends 
eight leagues along the river; the valley be- 
tween them produces a vatt number of apple. 
trees fit for making cyder. 

Having the fame evening received advice b 
letters from Mofcow and Nife, that four Coffacks 
were got into their retinue in the quality of 
mariners, they became alarmed, elpecially on 
their perceiving after fun-fet two great fires at # bl) 
the entrance of a wood on the right-hand ; but # ca 
having difpatched five or fix mufqueteers a» i of 
fhore, they were difcovered to be Strelitzers the 
who ‘had guarded a Perfian caravan: and the jm nu 
following night they were put into another 
fright by two fifhermen, who pafling by the j m 
fhip.in a boat were ftopped by the fentinels; J pr 
but finding that they differed in their rela. [M fo 
tions, and iufpecting them to be Cofacks, they 22 
fent them the next mozning to. the Governor # 2 
of Samara. th 

They now paffed by Mount Saccobei, which 
reaches 15 werfts along the river, as far as Sa- Of 
mara; it being one continued rock, bare on @ a 
the top, but on the fides covered With trees, A! 
While they were detained here by contrary ff > 
winds, two large red f{nakes, that came from 
the fhore, got up by the cables into the fhip; @ © 
but they were no fooner perceived by the J4o/-  P 
covites than they begged they might not be @ th 
killed, and that fome food might be givea 9 ™ 
them, alledging that. they were fent by St. 4 
Nicholas as the fo, erunners of a fair-wind. e 


gi te Early 
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_Early.on the 28th they came near the city 
of Samara, which lies two werfts from the left 
fide of the river, and 350 from Ca/an; It is 
almoft fquare; and all the buildings, except 
fome churches and two or three monafteries, 
areof wood. Before night they arrived at the 


Mountain of the Cofacks, which obtained its 


name from the frequent robberies here commit- 
ted by them, this being their place of_affem- 
bly, from whence they difcovered what fhips 
came that way ; but fince four or five hundred. 
ef them were killed by the garrifon of Samara, 
they have not infefted this mountain in fuch 
numbers. ee, 

On the 31ft they met with two large barges 
manned with 400 mariners, each laden with 


| provifions, .particularly caviar, and afterwards 


four more coming from 4/frachan with falt and 
falt fifth; who told them they had met with 
200 Coffacks near that city, who had fuffered 
them to pafs by unmolefted. | 

On the 1ft of September they pafied in fight 
of Saratof, a city fituated in a large plain upon 
abranch of the Yolga, and only inhabited by 
Mofcovite foldiers, who keep garrifon here to 
bridle the Calmue Tartars, a people who inha- 
bit a vaft tract of ground from hence to the 
Ca/pian Sea and the river Faika, and are fo 
powerful as fometimes to. make open war with 
the Czar. The next.day they pafled by the 


mountain of Achmats Kigori, which affords 


a fine profpect at a diftance, from its top being 
covered with verdure, the afcent chequered 
with mould of different colours, and its being 
- Vor. XITE. Pp Skirted 
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-  fkirted by a bank as even as if formed by art. 
They then paffed by the Golden Mountain, {o 
called from the Yartars having near it fur. 
prifed a fleet of Mo/covite veffels, faid to be 
fo richly laden, that they divided the gold and 
filver by the bufhel. ‘They were fcarce out of 
fight of this:mountain, when they difcovered 
another called the Chalk Mountain, which ex: 
tending 40 werfts along the river, arifes by an 
eafy afcent to the top; and at the foot near the 
river are many trees planted chequer-wife. 

They next came to the Mountain of Pillars, 
fo called from rocks of feveral colours appear- 
ing above the reft. Here meeting with a large 
barge, ,they were told by the pilot that he had 
pafied in fight of 70 Coffacks, who had fuffered 


the veffel to pafs by, but had in the night ftole § 


the lighter, for which he had paid 500 crowns 
to have it again. ‘The fame evening the Am- 
baffadors faw ten Coffacks crofs the river, upon 
which Mr. Brugman, one of the Ambaffadors, 
ordered eight, mufqueteers to find them out, 
‘and bring them on board; but the Cofacks 
having time to get into an adjacent wood, and 
it being very late before the mufqueteers re- 
turned, this caufed fome difpute between the 
‘Ambaffador and the Steward of the Embafly, 
the latter alledging that it was extremely 
dangerous to expofe the men in the dark, and 
in an unknown place, where they muft infal- 


libly perifh for want. of timely relief : -how- 


ever, he had no other anfwer than all language. 
On the 3d of September they came to the 
mountain of Kama/chinka, and a river a the 
: ame 
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fame name, that arifes out of the torrent of 
Iba, which falls into the Don. The Coffacks, 
by croffing this river in {mall boats, make ex- 
curfions as far as the Volga, which renders tra- 
velling ‘very dangerous. But they had no 
fooner paffed this place, than finding them- 
felves within fight of the caravan of Perfia and 
Tartary, they made all the hafte they could to 
get up with it, and faluted it with four pieces 
of cannon and a volley of fmall arms, under 
the found ‘of their trumpets, which was re- 
turned by the difcharge of fome mufquets. 
The chief perfons belonging to this caravan, 
were a Yartarian Prince, named Mufal, the 
Perfian Cuptzi, a Mofcovite Envoy fent into 
Perfia, an Ambaffador of Crim Tartary, and 
two or three Perfian merchants. ‘They imme- 
diately after faw a Mo/covite officer, with fome 
Strelitzers coming towards them in a boat, 
who having faluted them with a volley of {mall 
arms, the officer alone came on board to com- 
pliment them in the name of the TYartarian 
Prince, and his example was foon after fol- 
lowed by the Perfian Cuptzi, upon which the 
Ambaffadors fent two gentlemen of their re- 
tinue, with their Mo/covite interpreter, to the 
Prince, and the Secretary of the embafly, with 
the Perfian interpreter, to the Cuptzi, to re- 
turn the compliment. ‘The Secretary happen- 
ing to go to the larboard fide of the fhip, he 
was told by the Cuptzi’s fervants, that their 
matter’s wife being lodged on that fide, they 
defired him to come to the other, which being 
done accordingly, the Secretary and his at- 

2 tendants 
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tendants were received by feveral well drefled_ 


perfons, who lifted them up by the arms into 
the fhip, and conduéted them to the Cuprzi’s 
chamber, whre they found him fitting crofs. 
legged after the Perfax cultom upon a couch; 
covered with the beft’ Perfcz tapeftry, and 
refting his back againit a crimfon cufhton ; he 
put his hands ‘to’ his breaft with a low inclina- 
tion of his ‘head, the higheft mark of refpect 
ufed in Perfia, and having intreated them to 
fit down, which they could not doin that pofture, 
without fome trouble, he anfwered their com: 
pliment in a very obliging manner, telling them 
that how defirous foever he was of {eeing his 
own country and houfe, he had conceived a 
much greater fatisfaction at the fight of their 
fhip ; addistg, he hoped, that as foon as they 


~ entered Perfia, they would be fenfible of the 
difference there was between the ‘barbarity of 


the Mofcovites, and the politenef8 of the Per- 


fians ; and that after his return he'would em 


ploy all his tntereft to be made their Mehe- 
mander or conductor, that he might lay them 
under all the obligations in his power. 

Before they left the fhip, the Captzi treated 
them with a collation ferved up’ in plate ver- 
million gilt, confifting of feveral forts of fruits 
and piftachios dried and pickled. ' 

On the 4th of September teveral men whom 
the Yartarian Prince had fént to excufe his not 
coming to vifit the Ambaffadors came on board. 
Thefe were Circafian Tartars, and he who ap- 
peared to be the Chief, was pretty tall, of an 
olive colour, with long greafy black hair, — 

4§ 


— 


his beard of the fame colour. Over his gar- 
ment he wore a black fheep-fxin, with the wool- 
ly fide outwards, with a cap clofe to his head, 
and had a very frightful countenance. The 
reft had black or brown coarfe cloth coats. 


. They were fent back loaded with brandy. 


On the sth of September. they came to the 
firft branch, by which the Volga difcharges it- 
felf into the Ca/pian fea, and the next day came 
to Zariza, where they overtook the caravan 
which had got before them, and taking the 
advantage of a fair wind continued their 
courfe. The city of Zariza being 350 werfts 


diftant from Saratof, is fituated at the bottom 


ofa high hill on the right fide of the river, 
and is fortified with five baftions and as many 
wooden towers. It has no other inhabitants 
but the garrifon, which is kept here to bridle 
the Coffacks and Yartars, and to ferve for con~ 
voys up and down the river. All the country 
between Zariza and Affrachan being barren, 
the laft as fupplied -with wheat from Ca/az in 
fuch plenty, that it is bought cheaper than at 


Mofeow. At a fmall diftance below Zariza - 


they paffed by the ifland of sa ae where 
the Coffacks had a little before furprized and 
ravifhed the wives and daughters of the foldiers 
belonging to the ganifon of Zarixa, who keep 
their cattle there. ‘This ifland is twelve werfts 
in length. | ; 

On the 7th of September the weather being 
very tempetiuous they advanced but flowly, on 
which the Ambaflador Brugmaz took this op- 

: ae . portunity 
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portunity to fummon all the fervants of the 
embafly before him, and to charge them with 
want of duty and refpe&, requiring the muf- 
cians,.guards, and footmen, to take an oath 
of fidelity to his perfon ; to which they an{wered, 
that he had no reafon to fufpect their fidelity, 
and that they were ready to facrifice their lives 
in his fervice; defiring, however, that they 
might be treated with lefs rigour than he had 
hitherto ufed, which he promifed ; this pro- 
mife was, however, but indifferently per- 
‘formed. : 

In the evening a fifherman brought thém a 
fifth five feet in length, with a long and broad 


{nout like the bill of a wild drake; the body 


was full of white and black fpots like the {kin 
of a tyger, except upon the belly, which was 
‘quite white. This fifth had a more lufcious 
tafte than a falmon. They alfo bought of him 
fome white fifth, which are about eight feet 
Jong and four broad, and are not unlike a ftur- 
geon, but have a wider mouth and whiter 
flefh. ‘They now came to a fecond branch of 
the Volga, from whence as far as 4frachan the 
country on both fides of the river abounds in 
liquorice, the ftalks of which are of the thick- 
nefs of a man’s arm, and near four feet high. 

On the ninth of September a violent wind 
carried them within fight of the little city of 
Txornogar, fituated 200 werfts from Zariza, 
which had been then only built about nine 
years. The former city of the fame name 
being fituated on the fhore about half a league 
from thence, where it was inconvenient land- 
Ings 
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ing, was removed to the place where it now 
ftands on a high fhore on the right fide of 
the river. Its fortifications confift of eight 
wooden towers, and a rampart formed of thick 
planks. It has a garrifon of four or five hun- 
dred Strelitzers, kept there to fecure the ad- 
jacent country from the incurfions of the Co/ 
Jacks and Calmuc Tartars, on which account 
a watch-houfe is ereéted at each of the four 
corners of the city upon high poles, from 
whence they may, without the leaft interrup- 
tion, Command the view of a {pacious plain. 
na They afterwards paffled by feveral other : 

; 


oad branches of the Volga, and on the 1 sth of. 
ody September made the ‘fland of Dolgci, in which 
{kin Aftrachanis feated; and as this city lies in that 
was part of the Volga which divides Europe from 
jous Afia, and they were now—entering another 
him part of the globe, they faluted it from the 
feet midft of the river, with a general difcharge of Hi 
tur- their great guns and fmall fhot, to the great 


liter f{urprize of the inhabitants, who are not much ie 
1 of accuftomed to the thundering noife of cannon. AR) 
: the The climate was here as hot as the weather | 
3 in is in Germany in the midft of fummer, efpeci- Hie 
ick. ally when the wind blew to the eaftward from ‘| | 
rh. the Volga; but the fea breezes which blew ti 

ind from the fouth moderated the heats, as they Ay 
r of afterwards found in the hotteft months. The i} 
1Zlay winter lafts here no longer than two months, Ah 
vine but is fo exceeding cold, that the river is frozen, | 
ame and fledges are uied upon it. a 
ue _ The ifle of Dolgoi is {andy and barren, and | 

nd- produces nothing for the fubfiftance of human 


: Wt 
Ing, life, | | 
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life, except what is raifed by the induftry of 
the inhabitants in their gardens, and fome well 
cultivated grounds. * The continent on the 
right hand is no Jefs barren; but on the left 
towards'the river Fazka are very good pattures, 
The only thing produced by the defarts 1s falt, 
for there are certain falt-pits where the falt 
{wims upon the furface of the water of the 
thicknefs of a finger, and is not unlike our 
rock cryftal, and of this there are fuch prodi- 
gious quantities, that for the value of a half- 
penny a perfon may take up forty pounds 
weight: QOne cruft being no fooner taken off 
than another rifes. | 

The river between Affrachax and the Ca/pian 
fea, which is’ twelve leagues in extent, {0 ae 
bounds in fifh, that they bought twelve large 
carp for two pence, and 209 young fturgeons 
for half a crown. There are here infinite num- 
bers of lobfters, on account of their being never 
eaten by the Mo/covites and Tartars. ‘The great 
multitude of iflands hereabouts alfo afford an 
incredible-number of wild fowl, efpecially 
wild-geefe and wild ducks, which the Tartars 
take with hawks and falcons, in the breeding 
of which they are very expert. They are alfo 
fond of hunting the wild boar, the fieth of 
which they fel] to the Mofcovites, their relir 
gion not permitting them to eat it. 

That part of Yartary which is inclofed be- 


tween the rivers Yo/ga and Faika, as far as the © 


('a/pian fea, is called Nagaia, and of this coun- 
try Afrachan isthe capital. The fruits it pro- 

duces are not inferior either in flavoyr or beauty 
| } | t 
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to thofe of Perfia, efpecially their nuts, apples, 
quinces, peaches, and melons, of which latt 
there is an admirable fort of a delicious tafte, 
faid to have been firit brought from the Indies ; 
the rind ts-of:a lively green, the pulp of a pale 
carnation, and the feed black: two or three of 
thefe are. fold for a halfpenny. | Grapes were 
but lately introduced, by the means.of fome 
Perfian merchants, -who brought the firft ftlalks 
to Aftrachan; which were. planted by an) old 
Monk in a garden belenging to the convent in 
the fuburbs, and.the Czar having tafted fome 
of thefe grapes, ordered him in 16133, to in- 
creafe his ftock with all. poffible diligence, which 
he did fo effeétually, that at this time there was 
{carce a houfe in the town without ‘its vine= 
yards, which turn to fach advantage to the 
owners, that the mafter of the houfe where the 
Ambaffadors. lodged, affured them, that the 
preceeding ‘year, the vines: about his houfe had 
yielded him'no lefs than 100 crowns, and-that 
fome ‘years: before, they planted a . vineyard 
which produced’ no lefs than 60 pipes of excel» 
lent wine in One year. . 
The city of Afrachan is furrounded with a 
fone wall, and itrengthened by other fortifi- 
cations. The whole compafs of the city is 
8000 geometric] feet, and the fide which looks 
to the river is 2216 feet broad, affording a 
fine profpect from its many turrets and fteeples 
built of ftone, which make a handfome ap- 
pearance, ata diftance. The houfes, however, 
are generally of wood, and but indifferently 
built, To keep the neighbouring Zertars in 
awe, 
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awe, the above fortifications. are faid to cone 
tain 500 large brafs guns, befides many mor. 
tars, and it has a garrifon of Strelitzers con- 
fifting of nine regiments of 500 men each, 

As this city is in a manner the common fron. @ ¢. 
tier between two confiderable parts of the earth, 
not only the Crim, Precopenfe, Calmuc and Na- C 
gaian Tartars, but alfo the Perfians, Armenians, 9 
and even the Jzdians themfelves carry on a con- 


fiderable trade there, which make the cuftoms . 
of the place, though very low, amount tom ., 


25,000 crowns per annum. 

The natives of Nagaia are neither allowed i ¢ 
to dwell within the city nor to build any other; 
but are forced to be fatished with living in ang 
inclofure formed with palifadoes without the 
city walls, or to live in ftraggling huts aboutthe™ 4, 
fields. Their huts, which are made of bul- 


al 
rufhes or canes, are round, and about twelve 
feet i diameter, and in the middle of the tgp, “ 
have a hole which anfwers the purpofe of aj 


chimney, through which paffes a ftick with aj ,- 
piece of coarfe cloth at the end to facilitate™ 1 
the going out of the {moke, and this ftick they 9. 
draw in as foon as the turf or cow-dung, which 
are their ordinary fuel, is reduced to a live 


coal. During the cold feafon, they cover thele . 
huts with coarfe cloth, and {pend their. time |. 
within doors with their wives and children, a 
{carce ever flirring abroad. In the fummerg .. 
feafon they move from place to place, and fet-H ;. 


tle where they meet with the beft pafture for 
feeding of their cattle, which failing in one 
place; they put their wives and children with 
thei 
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their huts and utenfils upon carts, camels, 
oxen and horfes, and then goto another. How- 
ever, at the approach of winter they. all retire 
about 4/frachan, where they lodge in troops at 
fuch a diftance from each other, as to be in a 
condition to join their afliftance againft the 
Calmuc Tartars, and the Zarétars near the river 
Faika, for, which reafon the Mo/covites furnith 


them with arms in the winter, which they are” 


obliged to réturn as foon as the rivers and roads 
are unthawed ; for they are not allowed to have 
any arms either’ offenfive or defenfive, in the 
fummer. Thefe,as wellas the DagheffanTartars, 
are-free from all taxes; but are obliged to ferve 


the Czar in his wars. They have Princes, Com- 
manders, and Judges of their own ; but to fecure 
their allegiance to the Czar, fome of the Princes 


are left as hoftages in the caftle of 4frachan. . 
The Nagaian, as well as the Crim Tartars, 
are in general low of ftature, inclining to fat, 
of an olive complexion, with iarge faces and 
little eyes. - The men have alfo but {malt 
beards, and are feldom without wrinkles ; they 
fhave their heads, and wear a garment which 
is a_kind of caflock, of a coarfe grey cloth, 
over which they commonly wear a kind of 
mantle made of black fheep-fkins, with the 
woolly fide outwards, and a cap of the fame 
tuff. ‘Their women, who are not difagreeable, 
are commonly clothen in white linen, wear- 
ing on their heads a fort of cap, round which 
hang many copees or Mofcovite pence. It is 
cuftomary with them to devote their children 
to God, or to fome Imam or Saint. Their 
’ girls 
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gris they diftinguifh from others ‘bya ring 
with a-ruby, turquoife, or coral hanging at 
their noitrils. ‘The boys wear a *ing in their 
right ear. | | : 

- "Fhey are for the moft part Madbometans of 
the Turkifh fect ; but fome profefs the Mofo- 
wite relision. ‘They live upon their ‘cattle, 
and what they obtain by hunting and fithing, 
Their cattle are very large, and their fheep 
like thofe of Perfa have great fat taiis, which 
weigh 20 of 30 pounds ; they are flat nofed, 
and have hanging-ears like our fpaniels ; their 
horfes are but fmall and ill fhaped,. though 
they are flrong’and hardy. ‘They have fome 
eamels, and thofe have generally two bunches 
on their backs. They ufe fifth dried in the fun 
inftead of bread, and fometimes make cakes of 
meal, rice, and millet,. which they fry in oil 
ar honey. They eat gamels or horfe-fich ; 
and their drink is water or milk, but mare’s 
milk is moft efteemed. | 

-" They had-no fooner caft anehor- before the 
city, than the Perfan Cuptzi fent them @ 
prefent-of fruit, in return for which the Am- 


baffadors made him a prefent of feveral forts of 


diftilled waters, and fome fweetmeats. The 
next day feveral of the Per/zan: merchants came 
on board, and as it is not ufual for any in 


their country to come empty handed before 


perfons of diftinction, every one of them 
brought a prefent of fruit, and our German tra- 
vellers being greatly pleafed with their frank 
and civil: behaviour, after their being fo long 
troubled: with the -barbarity of- the aa si 
' ma 
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tnade them ‘{o welcome that fome of them fell 
drunk upon ‘the deck, and one of them was 
forced to ftay on board all night. 

On the 17th the Perfan Cuptzi fent on board 
a prefent of very fine rice, and a veffel filled 
with garlick preferved after the Perfian man- 
ner. Some of his domeftics who brought the 
prefent, and were mariners, were furprized at 


the bignef: of the fhip, and they all agreed, that 


it would not be fit for the Ca/pian Sea, unlefs 
the mafts were taken down. ‘The Ambaffadors 
did not wonder at their being of this opinion, 
as the Perfian fhips are made like our European 
bathing-tubs, and fcarce take two or three 


feet water, for which reafon they feldom ven-. 


ture farther than a good piftol fhot into the 
Cafpian Sea. 'The Perfiaus being gone, the 
Ambaffadors fent a large drinking cup, ver- 
million gilt, to the chief Governor, defiring his 
advice in relation to their intended voyage, and 
it was foon after refolved to continue it by fea. 

On the 19th of September they fent the fhal- 
lop to fetch the Yartarian Prince, who brought 
another Yartar Prince along with him, anda 
retinue’ of 40 perfons. He was of about 28 
years Of age, and had an agreeable counte- 


mance; he was of a merry difpofition, and was 


richly dreffed after the Mo/covite fafhion. He 
was received with the found of trumpets, and 
a difcharge of three great guns, and having 
ftaid about two hours in the Ambaffadors ca- 


bin, and taken a view of the fhip, was can- 


du&ted back in tke fame manner, after his re- 
fufing to tafte the collation prepared for him. 
Vou. XIU. OQ: The 
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The Perfian Cuptzi having at the Ambaffa- 
dors invitation promifed to pay them a vifit on 
board their veffel, came accordingly two days 
after, in company with a rich Perfian merchant, 
and a Priftaff. . He was received in the fame 
manner as the Tartar Prince, and treated with 
a very fine collation and‘ mufic, after which 
the Perfrans made their hautboys and timbrels 
play feveral tunes. 

On the 22d in the morning the Governor 
fent the Amba‘fadors a prefent of 20 flitches of 
bacon, 12 large fifhes dried in the fmoke, a 
Barrel of caviar, a ton of beer, and another of 
mead ; and the Ambafladors the fame day de- 
firing leave to come on fhore; and to have fome 
horfes to vifit the Zarzar Prince, the Gover- 
nor very obligingly fent them to the river 
fide the next day, from whence the Ambaffa- 
dors being conducted to an apartment prepared 
for them on purpofe without the city, they 
walked to the Prince’s lodgings, where he 
received them in the court, and conducted 
them into an apartment richly hung, where 
they found Alexis, a Mofcovite Envoy, and an 
Ambaffador from the Crim Yartars. A fine 
collation of fruit was prepared for. them, and 
they had great plenty of wine, beer, mead 
and brandy, the Governor’s trumpets founding: 
all the while. When the health of the Czar 
and the Duke of Holfein were drank, the. 
Prince prefented the cup ftanding, even to the 
Pages. In the mean time Alexis, the Me/co- 
wite Envoy, entertained the Ambaffadors with 
the great qualities, and extraordinary rank 


of 
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? of this Tartarian Prince, obferving that his 
: fifter was to be married to the King of Perfa. 

3 A few days after the Cuptzi invited the Am- 
, baffadors to an entertainment. ‘They were 
. conducted with their attengants to a houfe he 
" had borrowed of the Governor, oppofite to 
h 
$ 


which he had hired another, where a fcaffold H | 
was erected covered with tapeftry, on which +t) 
his hautboys and timbrels played fromethe time i 


r of the Ambafladors coming till their depar- a 
f ture. The Cuptzi met them in the court, | 
a from whence he conducted them thrceugh two i} 


¢ 4 rooms hung with rich Turkif/ and Perfan | 
4 tapeftry, and into a third hung with gold and ° 


e filver brocade. In all the rooms the tables and | 

% feats were, for the convenience of the Ambafla- J 
r dors, placed after the Europedz manner. ‘The 

ce tables were covered with fattin or taffety, and ih 
d loaded with a variety of fruits and preferves, as it 
y grapes, peaches, apricots, melons, almonds, if 
e piftacios, and feveral Indian fruits’ preferved He 
d with fugar and honey. Soon after the Perfaxz MW 
e and Polifa Ambaffadors, who were travelling to i 
n the court of Mo/covy, came in, having overtheir ~- |} 
e own/ habits rich robes prefented them by the + 
d King of Perfia, and each a gold crofs hanging i 

d upon the breafft. As they were well verfed in oa 

ig the Latin, Spanifb, Italian, and French lan- | 
ar guages, their company was extremely agree- d 
1e. able. The entertainment, according to the cuf- al 
.e tom of Perfa, began with fruits and preferves, | 


in two hours time. the meat was bronght yp in 
"m large filver difhes filled with rice of feveral 
k colours, and upon that varioys forts of meat 
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boiled and roafted, as beef, mutton, tame 
fowl, wild ducks, fith, (Jc. which were very 
well drefied. 

As the Perfians make no ufe of knives at 
table, their cooks always cut their meat, 
ready for eating, in {mall pieces. Each table 
has a carver, who takes the meat out of the 
‘ great difhes in which it is brought up, and fills 
 fome le ‘ter ones with three or four forts of meat. 
So that each difh might ferve two or three 
people. The drink was beer, mead, and 
brandy, of which little was drank till the latter 
end of the feaft, when the cups began to go 
merrily round; and the whole was concluded 
with a large porcelain veffel filled with a hot 
blackith liquor called Kahawa. In fhort, they 
were entertained with as much civility as if 
they had been in any part of Europe. 

On the 27th the Ambaffadors, with fome of 
their retinue, took a walk round the city, to- 
wards the quarters of the Zartars, in order to 
view their habitations. ‘They obferved by the 
way that the people did not thrafh their corn ; 
but tread it out by oxen and horfes; and that 
every hut had its hawk or falcon. 

On the 30th of Septembér the Governor of 
the city fent the Ambaffadors a.prefent of gin- 
gerbread, and the juice of goofeberries made 
into a paite, or rolls. It was of a fharp and 
pleafant tafte, and is frequently ufed by the 
Mofcovites in their fauces. ‘The next day 
the Secretary of the embaffy, with two other 
gentlemen, were ordered to attend the Gover- 
nor on bufinefs. He gave them a favourable 
 .- yeception, 


through Moscovy into Persia: 179 


ne seception, and made them fit down by him; 
but before he would give. them an anfwer, 
omplained of the ill condué of the Ambaffa- 
C Brugman, who had ufed very reviling lan- 
guage to the Priflaff, without the leaft regard 
to his quality in being the fervant of the Czar, 
to whom he ought to have complained, or to 
thofe who reprefented his. perfon at 4frachan. 
But added very obligingly, that though it was 
his duty to make thefe remonftrances, he would 
not impute it to the whole retinue ; but would 
give them their difpatches, which he apcord- 
ingly did. 


: 
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CH-AP. V. 


They continue their Voyage into the Cafpian Sea, 
and arrive at the City of Terki, where /eve- 
ral rf the Officers are kindly entertained by 
the Mother of Muffal the ‘Tartarian Prince, 

avith fome Account of her Manner of living. 

F rem thence continuing their Voyage, they meet 

avith a vielent Storm, and are in the utmoft 

Danger of finking, when the Judge of Niafa- 

bath /exds two Boats to their Relief, in which 

the Ambaffadors and part of their Retinue 
efcape to Land; but the Storm increafing, thofe 
on board are obliged to run the Ship on Shore. 


His taken in a fupply of bifcuit, 
beer, 20 fat oxen, and fame barrels of 
falt-fifh, they hired fame Yartars, Who pro- 
mifed to go before them in boats, to conduct 
them over the fhoals at the mouth of the Volga: 
they left 4/rachan on the yoth of Ogoder, but 
were foon after driven to the fhogey-where they 
were vifited by a Prince of Tzrtary, who had 
a graceful perfon, and-prefented them with a 
fheep, and a barrel of milk. deg obferved 
that the earth hereaboyts produced fimples of 
an extraordinary fize. 

On the 13th, they were forced to come toa 
an anchor near a little round mountain, fifteen 
werfts from Afrachan, and from the great num- 
ber of fnakes they faw there, they called it the 
Snaky Mountain. It was covered with caper- 
Pees : trees, 
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trees, and the herb Semper Vivum, or Houfe- 
leek of feveral kinds: the adjacent plain afford- 
ed the moft delightful profpect in the world. 
‘They afterwards paffed by many iflands cover- 
ed with bufhes, canes and oziers; they faw.a 
great many dog-fifh, and a kind of cormorants 
Jarger than fwans, with their bills above a foot 
and a half long, two fingers broad, and forked 
atthe end. Under their bills they have a bag 
of fkin, which they can contract or extend to 


fach a bignefs, that it will contain three gal- 
Jons of liquor, and this they ufe as a refervatory | 


for the fifh they take, till they can {wallow 
them. The Ambaffador Crufus afterwards fhot 
one of them upon the Ca/pian fea, which was 
two ells and an half between the extremities 
of the wings, and feven feet from the head to 
the feet. 

On the 15th, they reached the mouth of the 
Volga, which is full of fmall iflands, that 
abound with canes and reeds. ‘The pafiages 
between thefe iflands being fhallow water, they 
were reduced to great danger, and were feven 
days in advancing four leagues. At length, 
finding the Mo/covite pilot very ignorant, and 
the maps of the Ca/pian fea they had brought 
alone with them intirely falfe, they addreffed 
the Colonel of the Strelitzers, defiring him to 
furnifh them with an able pilot. He came on 
board, and being well treated, promifed to 
fend fuch a pilot as they might confide in ; 
but no fooner returned to his cwn fp than he 
fet fail, without fulfilling his promife. ‘They 
therefore applied to the mafter of the Perfaz 


Q.4 fhip, 


, 


fhip, who, notwithftanding his being owner of 
all the goods in the veflel, freely came on 
‘ board, and fteered them into ten feet water. 

On the 30th of Ofoder they, as foon as it 
was light, difcovered the country of Circaffa, 
which extending from the fouth-weft to the 
north-eaft formed a {pacious bay, refembling 
a crefcent; and on the firft of Nowember they 
caft anchor before the city. of Zerki. The 
Coffacks, itfeems, had defigned to attack them 
the night before ; but miffing them in the dark, 
happened.to light upon the {mall fleet which 
carried the Yartarian Prince and the Strelit- 
zers, who defended themfelves with their fire- 
arms, when the Cofacks, finding themfeives 
miftaken, retired; jetting them know that 
their bufinefs was with the Germans. A rumour 
of this attempt having been fpread early in the 
morning through the city of Terk, the noife 
of the Ambafladors great guns increafed their 
fear, and occafioned a general alarm, which 
was, however, foon appeafed, when the Prince 
and his fleet foon after came into the road, and 
after a falute with their fire-arms, invited the 
Ambafladors to honour him with a vifit at his 
mother’s. 

Terki, the capital city of the Circafian Tar- 


tars, is feated about half a league from the | 


fea-fhore, upon the {mall river TimenfRi, a 
branch of the great river Ba/ffro. It ftands in 
a {pacious plain, and is 60 leagues diftant from 
Aftrachan by fea, and 70 by land. As it is the 
lait frontier place belonging to the Czar, it has 
a garrifon of 209,000 men, 500 of whom were 

appointed 
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appointed for the guard of the Tartarian Prince. 
The city is two thoufand feet in length, and 
eight hundred in breadth. All the buildings, 
even the towers and ramparts, are of. wood, 
though the late Great Duke has caufed fome 
fortifications to be ere¢ted of earth after the 
modern way, which are well provided with 
eannon. ‘The natives are only allowed to live 
m unfortified places and villages: though the 


adminiftration of the government, and parti- 


cularly of the courts of juftice, is invefted in 
the Fartarian Lords, who being bound by an 
oath to the Czar, tranfact every thing of mo- 
ment in the prefence of the W aywove of the 
place. 

The next day the Cuptzi and the Perfian 
Merchants fent the Ambafiadors a prefent of 
moit excellent fruir, and at the fame time let 
them know, that if they chofe to travel by 
land, they might take the conveniency of 4 
large convoy of 200 camels, and a great num- 
ber of mules, that were conducting a Mo/covite 
Ambafiador to the frontiers of Daghefian ; and 
to convince them of the Gacerity of their in- 
tentions, Offered to bear them company in 


this journey. This propofal being approved 


by the Ambafladors, they had no fooner ob- 
tained leave fromthe Governor, than they dif- 
patched their Perfan interpreter to the frontiers 
of Daghe/tan, fix leagues from Zerki; but upon 
his arrival, he found the camels and mules:al- 
ready returned into Perfia, the Governor hav- 
ing found means to delay his going till he had 
notice that it would be ineffectual. 
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On the sth of November, Mr. Mandeflo, the 
Chaplain, and Mr. Olearius*, the Secretary of 
the Embafly, accompanied by the Yartariaz 
and Perfan interpreters, were fent to the Gos 
vernor with a prefent of a large vermillion gilt 
cup, and to each of his Secretaries a prefent of 
a rich ruby; they were alfo ordered to com- 
pliment the mother of the Tartar Prince upon 
her fon’s happy return. ‘The Governor enter- 
tained them with great civility and magnif- 
cence, and Muffal, the Yartarian Prince, re- 
ceived them in perfon at the entrance of his 
court, with all imaginable demonftrations of 
friendfhip. He conducted them into a large 
and lofty hall, the walls of which were of 
earth, but fo contrived, that at equal diftances 
they might fee a number of niches vaulted, 
and adorned either with rich beds, with filk 
Or cotton counterpanes, or filled with pieces 
of Perfian tapeftry, coverlets wrought with 
gold and filk, and Jarge chefts, covered with 
the fame rich ftuffs. Under the cieling hung 
| two rows of wooden and earthen difhes, and 
on the pillars which fupported the edifice were 
hung {cymeters, quivers and arrows of the 
beft kind. The Prince’s mother fat in a chair. 
She was about 45 years of age, tall, majeftic, 
and of a good countenance. She was wrapt 
up in a black night-gown lined with fables ; 
| behind on her neck hung an ox’s bladder full 
a blown, wound about with a rich fcarf, em- 
| broidered with gold and filk, and about he 
neck the had another {carf, both ends of which 
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hung down upon her fhoulders. A woman 
who attended her, had alfo an ox’s bladder, 
which they afterwards underftood to be the 
badge of widowhood. On her right hand 
fiood her three fons, the two youngeft of whom 
could not be diflinguifhed by their drefs from 


the moft inconfiderable perfon of the country. 


Behind thefe youths were feveral fervants, 
whofe faces being torn by their nails, ftil 
bore the marks of mourning for the death of 


- her eldef{t fon, who had been lately executed at 


Mofcom; and on her left hand ftood feveral 


aged Tartars, who were Officers of the court. 


After the Princes had returned the compli- 
ment made by the Ambaffadors, a collation of 


‘fruit was brought in upon a little table. The 
gentlemen urged the Princes to fit down with | 
. them; but they exeufed themfelves, by alledg- 


ang the cuftom of the country, which did not 
allow of their fitting in the prefence of their 
mother. After the collation, the Princefs, and 
ahe refi of thofe who were prefent, took par- 
ticular notice of the gentlemens cloaths; and 
then the Princefs herfelf, and each of the three 
Princes, prefented them 4 large cup of a fpiri- 
tuous liquor extracted out-of millet, and as 
firong as brandy ; the Princes alfo did the fame 
ro the fervants. Mean while they fuddenly 
faw a door open behind the Princefs, at the 
entrance of which appeared feveral women. 
and among the reft the Princefs’s daughter 

who was betrothed to the Sophi of Perfa. Sh 

ndfomd 


was about fixteen years of age, very han 


aod of a clear complexion, to which the black 
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nefs of her hair added no {mall luffre. Thefe 
ladies were fo curious to fee the cloaths of thefe 
German gentlemen, that they »ufhedone another 
backwards from the door, which at the frt 
wink from the Princefs was fhut; but they 
foon opened it again to take a full view of them, 
and calling one of the fervants, feemed much 
delighted with his drefs, and even made him | 
draw his fword, in order to view the blade; 
but a Perfian Eunuch, who had been fent to 
carry the young Princefs into Perfa, happenin 

to come, the door was immediately fhut, an 

the gentlemen took their leave of the Princefs, 
and her fons, in orde: .o take a view of the 
citye The houfes there are low and mean, 
being made of boughs of trees, plaftered over 
with earth or clay. The men are generally 
ftrong limbed, of a tawny complexion ; but not 
fo broad faced as the Nagaian Tartars. Their 
hairis black and long; but they fhave from 
the forehead to the neck about the breadth of 
an inch, leaving juft at the crown a lock which 
falls down behind. Their cloaths are like thofe 
of the other Zartars who inhabit thefe parts, 
only their cloaks, which are either of fheep~ 
fkins or very coarfe cloth, are fomewhat larger> 


they are faftened at the neck with a ftring, and 


as they are too fcanty to cover the whole body, 
they turn them fo as to fhield them from the 
wind and rain. The women are handfome 
and well fhaped, having a clear complexion, 
ind an agreeable bloom in their cheeks. They 
vever cover their faces, and their black hair 
iangs down in two treffes on both fides, They 
| wear 
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wear black caps upon their heads, which they 
cover with a fine piece of callico or linen 
cloth tied under jhe chin. All the women 
they met were, cloathed only in a kind of 
fmocks or frocks, which were green, ycllow, 
or blue, and the bofom cut fo deep before, 
that thefe gentlemen could eafily fee below the 
navel. They appeared very familiar, ftopped 
the gentlemen to examine their drefs, and 
though fome of the retinue, under the pretence 
of handling their necklaces, which were of 
amber, copper, or tin, flipped their hands into 
their bofoms, they did not. feem in the leaft 
offended. ‘They have nmesgwithftanding the re- 


putation of being very virtuous, and one of | 


the officers belonging to the retinue,’ after- 
‘yards becoming familiarly acquainted with one 
af the women who was very handfome, made 


trial of her chaftity, ‘but found it impreg- 


nable. 
~ As to the religion of thefe people, though 
they ufe fome Mabometan ceremonies, and in 
varticular circumcifion, they have neither the 
oran, Prieffs, nor Mofques, and may pro- 
rly be termed Pagans. 
. ¢laying received advice that.the convoy of 
imels and mules were returned into Perfa, 
he Ambaffadors refolved to continue their 
voyage by fea, upon which the Zartarian Prine 
efs fent them a prefent of two fheep, ffty 
ullets, and feveral other provifions ; they had 
olfo a prefent of beer, mead, and a fheep fent 
them by the High Chancellor of Afofcovy. In 
the afternoon of the fame day, Prince Mufaé 
; | came 
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came on board to bid them farewell, brings 
ing along with him Yartariaz Myrze, a bro- 
ther to the Prince of Tarku in Dagheftan. 
His habit, which was like that of the reft of the’ 
Tartars, was only a coarfe cloth cloak over 
his old cloaths; his countenance {fufficiently 
difcovered his natural fiercenefs, and his be- 
haviour was in all refpeéts anfwerable to it. 
He refufed to arife like the reft of the company, 
when the Czar’s health was drank, and being 
admonifhed by Prince Mufal to confider what 
country he was in, an{wered, that he knew not 
whether he had not as much right to it as the 
Grand Duke, reproaching Mu/fa/, that with 
all his fine cloaths, he was no more than a 
fiave, while he in his rags was a Sovereign 
Prince, and acknowledged no fuperior but 
God, and then abfolutely refufing to drink the 
Czar’s health went away. Hi? fervants, how- 
ever, found means‘to take a filver fpoon and 
a knife with them. | 

In the mean while the Governor fent the 
Ambafladors a prefent of 100 pieces of hung 
beef, four tons of beer, one of mead, a catk 
of wine, and another of vinegar, with fome 
cakes of gingerbread, and fome common 
bread. 

On the roth of November they fet fail, di- 
recting their courfe towards Derbent, and about 
noon difcovering a bark which hovered about 
ata diftance, the Ambaflador Brugman ordered 
a great gun to be fired, which made her bring 
to. She proved a veffel laden with fruit, the 
matter of which happened ‘to be brother to the 
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Perfian pilot; and finding him among a ftrange 


fort of people, broke out in dreadful lamen- 


tations, thinking him and his brother paf all 
redemption, nor could be perfuaded of the 
contrary, till his brother gave him a circum- 
fiantial account of the reafons of thefe ftran- 
gers being there, when he took the courage 
to enter the fhip with a prefent of apples, 
pears, quinces, and nuts, and fold a confide- 


rable number of very large apples at the rate 


of four pence a hundred. 

They foon after came to an ifland called by 
the Perfians Tzenzeni. It is three leagues in 
length, and 1s extremely barren and fandy. 
Here they caft anchor, and ftaid twenty-four 
hours; but continuing their voyage, on the 
eleventh met with a violent tempeft, when furl- 
ing their fails, the fhip drove before the wind. 
They had two boats, befides the fhallop, which 
were foon {wallowed up by the waves, and the 
fhallop followed not long after. The fhip, 
which was only of fir, receiving many fhocks 
on the fand backs, opened on all fides, and 
they were forced to be without intermiflion at 
the pump. While they were in this diftrefs, 
they difcovered the mountain of Deravent about 
ten leagues off, and the violence of the tempeft 
being {omewhat abated, they hoifted their fails 
in order to run the fhip a-ground ; but the wind 
blowing from the north-weft, they were forced 
beyond the city of Derbent, where no harbour 
was to be found, the rocks extending 6 leagues 
into the fea. They however, in the afternoon 
of the 13th, came to an anchor before —— 
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lage of Nia/abath, and the next morning, when ‘ 


‘the tempeft was fomewhat abated, they, after 
firing their great and fmall guns, as fignals of 
diftrefs, without receiving any hopes of relief, 
began to make a kind of flat bottomed boat, 
of deal boards; but at this inftant two boats 
were feafonably fent by the magiftrate of the 
village to their afliftance. They brought a 
prefent of apples, and the perfons haying 
complimented the Ambafladors in the name of 
the magiftrate, exhorted them to convey their 
valuable effects into the boats, and to go along 
with them, before the tempeft arofe again, as 
they feared it would. 

The Ambaffadors took their advice, and 
‘went in the boats with part of their retinue, 
and fome of the foldiers and officers, leaving 
their Steward, the Secretary of the embafly, 
and other of their own officers in the fhip, in- 
tending to fend the boats ‘back to fetch them, 
after they themfelves were landed. ‘The Ma- 
giftrate waited on horfeback at the fea fide for 
their coming ; but fcarce had the Ambafladors 
fet foot on the Perfian fhore, when the tempett 
increafed with fuch violence, that it was abfo- 
Jutely impoffible to fend back the boats, fo 
that the unhappy perfons on board found them- 
felves in the utmoft danger of being wrecked. 
They had the misfortune to find that they 
dragged their anchor, and that they were forced 
a quarter of a league from the place’ where 
the Ambaffadors left the fhip, upon which 
they caft out two other Das 5 but both 
thefe and the rudder were loft by eleven at 

night, 
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night. .All the hopes they had left were now 
in their biggeft anchor, which ftill held: but 
the fhip drawing water on all fides, and the 
pump being become ufelefs, the feamen, who 
were tired out with labour and watching, 
earneftly intreated the Secretary to confent to 
their cutting the rope, which he for fome time 
refufed; but foon after the main and mizen 
mafts being carried over board, he confented, 
and the fhip was run a-ground near the place 
where the Ambaffadors and the reft of their 
friends impatiently expected them. : 


Tbe End of the 7 hirteenth PF olume. 
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